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ABT SAFYAN
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Kuarm Atsanmmva

Abu Nagr al-Tyadt

Ab#i Nasr Ahmad b. al-‘Abbas al-
‘Iyadi was a Hanaff scholar active in
Transoxania in the second half of the
third/ninth century. Little is known of his
life. He was apparently for a time gadf of
Samarqgand, and he is said to have carried
on discussions with the ShafiTs. The sources
emphasise his capture and martyrdom on
a campaign waged by the Samanid ruler
Nasr b. Ahmad (r. 261-79/874-92) against
the Turks, presumably towards the end of
his reign.

Despite the paucity of our sources, it is
apparent that al-‘Tyadi played a significant
role in the development of Hanafi theol-
ogy in Transoxania. He studied under Aba
Bakr al-Jizjani and had numerous students
himself. These included not only his sons
Abii Bakr al-Tyadi and AbG Ahmad al-
‘Tyadi but also.al-Hakim al-Samarqandt
(d. 342/953), the author of Kitab al-Sawad
al-a‘zam, and, above all, Abfi Mansir al-
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Maturids (d. c. 333/944). The latter possibly
owed to his teacher some of his important
theological ideas, because al-Tyadt was the
first Hanaff in northeastern Iran to write a
kalam work, which has, unfortunately, been
lost. It treated the question of the attributes
of God and was directed expressly against
the Mu‘tazila and the followers of al-Najjar
(al-Nasaff, 1:357) who were later attacked
also by al-Maturidi. Al-Tyadi is also said
to have written a Kuitab al-sayf al-maslil ‘ala
man sabba ashab al-rasitl (“Book of the sword
drawn against anyone who reviles the
Companions of the Messenger of God,”
Hajji Khaltfa, Kashf;, 1018; cf. Fligel, Clas-
sen 295), perhaps because he traced his own
origins back to the Prophet’s Companion
Sa‘d b. ‘Ubada l-Ansari.

B1BLIOGRAPHY ‘

Abii I-Mu‘tn al-Nasafi, Tabgirat al-adilla, ed.
Claude Salamé (Damascus 1990-93), 1:356;
Ibn Abrt I-Waf?’, al-Fawahir al-mudi'a (Hyder-
abad 1332/1914), 1:70; Gustav Fliigel, Die
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ULrice RuborrH

Abt Safyan

Abii Safyzan (or Aba Safyan in the local
pronunciation), is one of the protagonists
in a folk tale from northern Syria con-
nected with the ancient city of al-Bara,
in the Jabal Zawiyya, and told by a local
inhabitant to Enno Littmann in 1899. A
good example of the local dialect, it tells
how the son of -Abfi Bakr al-Siddiq, ‘Abd
al-Rahman, stays with the Jewish king
of al-Bara, Ab@ Safyan, but becomes a
Muslim after receiving a letter from his
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