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Kabards
Community of USSR

The Kabards are an important community of the
Caucasus. In Russian they are called Kabardintsi, in
Turkish Kabartaylar; other designation, Kasag. The
name of the Kabards was first mentioned as
Cheuerthei by Barbaro, who visited the Caucasus in
1436. Its etymology remains uncertain.

The Kabard language belongs to the eastern
branch of the Adighe (Cerkes) linguistic group, which
is also referred to as ‘high Adighe’. According to
the 1926 Soviet census, there were 139,925 Kabards
ethnically and 138,925 linguistically. The census of
1939 records 164,000 Kabards.

The Kabards live in the basin of Upper Terek
and some of its tributaries and are divided into two
groups: one, forming the tribes of the Great Kabarda,
lives between the rivers Malka and Terek to the west
of the Terek; the other, forming the tribes of the
Little Kabarda, lives between the Sunja and the
Terek, to the east of the Terek.

The Kabards arrived in their habitat in the 13th
century from their original homeland further to the
west, after the Alans had been weakened by Mongol
invasions, and after the collapse of the Golden Horde
they began to play a leading role in the history of

the Caucasus. In the 16th century, Kabard princes:

maintained friendly relations with the rulers of
Moscow. The second wife of Ivan IV was a Kabard
princess, Marie, daughter of Temruk.

In the 17th century, the Kabards led the coalition
of Caucasian peoples against the Kalmuks. Because

K
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of the dominating role, they played in the Central
Caucasus and their location near the Daryal pass,
they were the first to come under Russian control in
the 19th century, accepting it without any strong
resistance. At the time of the Russian conquest a
number of Kabards settled between the upper Kuban
and the Zelenchuk and were called Fugitive Kabards.
After 1864, some Kabards, mostly of the fugitive
group, emigrated into the Ottoman Empire.

Sunni Islam of the Hanfi madhhab was
introduced in the second half of the 16th century by
the Crimean Tatars, in competition with Christianity.
They were completely islamised by the end of the
17th century. ‘

The traditional Kabard economy consisted of
horse-breeding, agriculture, horticulture, apiculture
and home industry. Traditional Kabard society had
a complex structure which consisted of eleven classes
grouped in two main divisions: the noblemen, or the
free group, and the non-free group. At the head of
society were the princes among whom the wali was
the chief of the Kabard people.

‘They were followed by the nobles (uork, or
uorkkh). These in turn were subdivided into four
classes according to the rights and obligations which
bound them to the princes.. The nobles were followed
by the free peasants (tfokhot!). The non-free group
consisted of the azat (freed peasants who were bound
by some servitude to their former masters); og (serfs);
loganaput (between og and slaves); unaut (slaves).

In the 19th century attempts were made by. K.
Atazukin to create a literary language, and in 1865
he published a Kabard alphabet based on the Cyrillic



La condition des Juifs en URSS — Apres
la guerre, un autre Etat juif est né, 'Etat
d’Israél, et FURSS fut la premiére a le
reconnaitre et a le soutenir. Entre-temps,
il y avait eu I’¢re stalinienne, la mise en
sommeil des nationalités auxquelles on
avait accordé l'os & ronger d’un statut
d’autonomie (... controlée par le Bureau
central du PC de I'Union !), les massacres
de la Seconde Guerre mondiale, qui ont
anéanti la quasi-totalité¢ des Juifs d’Eu-
rope et des Tsiganes. 11 y avait la de quoi
réveiller le sentiment national juif, en
URSS et ailleurs. « Ailleurs », cela provo-
que des crises politiques, intérieures et
internationales, qui sont loin d’étre termi-
nées, puisque le nationalisme juif est entré
en conflit avec le nationalisme arabe ; en
URSS, dont le gouvernement soutenait
celui-ci contre celui-1a, cela déclencha une
nouvelle persécution des Juifs « non déju-
daisés », aurait écrit Deutscher, de ceux
qui souhaitaient pouvoir bénéficier de la
loi du retour (les uns par enthousiasme,
les autres pour fuir un régime sinistre). La
pefrsécution était double : religieuse (fer-
meture de synagogues, traditions religieu-
ses entravées) et politique (en tant que
« suppdts du sionisme »). On a vu alors
des universités, jusque-la ouvertes a tous,

se fermer aux « sionistes » par lartifice
des quota. La politique universitaire
soviétique impose, théoriquement, que le
nombre d’étudiants de chaque nationalité
soit proportionnel a la représentation de
celle-ci dans Pensemble de 'Union. Or,
vers 1974, les Juifs représentaient 0,9 %
de la population soviétique et les étudiants
juifs 1,4 % de la population universitaire :
on leur appliqua la clause de réduction, et
cela fut ressenti comme une manifestation
d’antisémitisme. De méme en ce qui
concerne les visas de sortie demandés par
les Juifs désireux de se fixer en Israél : ils
étaient accordés chichement, comme pour
tous les autres ressortissants soviétiques,
mais cela fut aussi interprété dans le sens
répressif.

La perestroika a tout changé. Les persécu-
tions — ou ce qui était interprété comme
des persécutions — ont cessé ; une struc-
ture juive & ’échelon fédéral, qui corres-
pondrait mieux a la diaspora intérieure
que la seule Région autonome juive, est
P'étude et, enfin, les frontiéres se sont
ouvertes. Il en résulte une émigration
intense (vers Israél et vers les Etats-Unis)
qui n’est pas sans soulever des problemes
en Israél méme, ni sans peser sur le régle-
ment du conflit moyen-oriental.

Roger Caratim ™ d/lszurt
des nationalités et des minorités
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KABARDE (= qaberdey) — Autre nom du
tcherkesse® oriental, langue caucasienne*,
groupe du Nord-Ouest, parlée dans la
RSSA de Kabardino-Balkarie. (Voir carte
p. 266-267.)

Le tcherkesse, ou circassien comme on le
nommait jadis, est aussi appelé adygué*
(transcription du nom indigéne). On vy
distingue deux groupes de dialectes : 19 le
tcherkesse  occidental, ou « langue
basse », dont a peu prés tous les locuteurs
ont émigré dans 'Empire ottoman aprés
1865 ; 2¢ le tcherkesse oriental, ou « lan-
gue haute », qui n’est.autre que le gaber-
dey, ou « kabarde », ou encore « kabar-
din », comme on dit en francais. Le qaber-
dey est aussi une langue écrite : c’est en
1865 qu’un philologue russe transcrivit la
langue du Grand Kabarda (entre le Malka
et le Terek) en caracteres cyrilliques ; le
premier quotidien kabarde est paru en
1924,

ARDINS (en russe :
€ +"Kabartaylar) —
Peuple musulman du Caucase, installé
dans la RSSA de Kabardino-Balkarie.
(Voir carte p. 264 et pp. 266-267.)

Nous avons présenté la république de
Kabardino-Balkarie dans I’article consa-
cré aux Balkars*. Ces derniers habitent
les régions montagneuses de ce pays,
blotti sur le flanc Nord du Caucase, et ce
sont des Turcs ; les Kabardes vivent dans
la plaine qui prolonge le piémont (Ciscau-
casie), et ils ne sont pas turcs. La Kabar-
dino-Balkarie a 12 500 km? de superficie ;
clle abrite 768 000 habitants dont 350 000

Kabardes, 270 000 Russes et a peine 69 000
Balkars ; la capitale est Naltchik (237 000
habitants en 1990) qui fut le sidge d'apres
combats en 1942, lors de 'avance des trou-
pes allemandes dans le Caucase.

Histoire — Les Kabardes sont arrivés
dans le bassin supérieur du Terek et de
ses affluents (c’est-a-dire en Ciscaucasie)
au xue siécle ; ils venaient de I’Ouest,
qu’ils avaient quitté aprés les invasions
mongoles. Le premier Européen qui
signala leur existence fut le voyageur véni-
tien Josephat Barbaro (mort en 1494), qui
visita la Géorgie et la Perse en 1436 (il
était agent consulaire de Venise en Tarta-
rie) ; il parle, dans ses Voyages, de
« Cheuerthei », mot qui ressemble 2
« Tcherkesse » (les Kabardes sont des
Tcherkesses orientaux). Lorsque s’écroule
le royaume mongol de la Horde d’Or
(appelé aussi « royaume de Kiptchak » ;
il s’étendait de I'Irtych a la Bulgarie), en
1502, les Kabardes commencent a devenir
un peuple «important ». Ils sont alors
divisés en deux groupes: le « Grand
Kabarda », entre le Malka et le Terek, et
le « Petit Kabarda », entre la Sunja et le
Terek ; leurs chefs entretiennent de bons

rapports avec les Moscovites (Ivan le Ter- °

rible avait pour épouse une Kabarde, la
princesse Marie), et il y eut des Kabardes
parmi les Cosaques du Terek. Ce sont des
Kabardes qui ont pris la téte d’une coali-
tion des peuples caucasiens contre les Kal-
mouks.

Cette position dominante des Kabardes
par rapport aux peuples voisins de Ciscau-
casie (Karatchais, Balkars, Ossétes,
Tchétcheénes, Ingouches), leur situation
géographique & proximité des gorges du
Darial, par lesquelles on passe pour tra-
verser le Grand Caucase et atteindre la
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and lands of kabalat, which were themselves bild
misiha, and for which therefore it was sufficient to
have a contract drawn up independently of the annual
verification of the surface area and type of cultiva-
tion. In the fiscal treatises of al-Makhziimi, Ibn
Mammaiti and al-Nabulusi, the first system is called
the mufidana, imposition by faddan, or simply zird‘a,
and the second kabdla, but also, at least in certain
cases, munddjaza, settlement after dispute, sometimes
mushdtara, equal division (Ibn Hawkal, i, 133 distin-
guishes between ma‘kud and mahlil). On the other
hand custom tended increasingly to give kabala the
sense of ard al-kabila, land subjected to the system
of kabdla, and if one or two papyri give the impres-
sion that a kabala can include several small properties
of another sort, as in the Asiatic system, others on
the contrary suggest relatively small pieces of land,
and the later fiscal treatises reveal a situation where
the tax agents controlled the entire body of lands
consisting both of divisions of land in mufddana and
of others in kabala, and had the right to transfer
certain of these from one category to the other, ac-
cording to the types of cultivation dependent upon the
condition of the land after inundation: this suggests
that now that the distinction between the Arabs and
the converted native inhabitants is blurred, the dif-
ference between the two categories of lands is con-
nected with a difference of agricultural utilization,
the kabila being applicable only to those lands used
for the cultivation of cereals and leguminous plants,
to the exclusion of orchards and economic crops
(flax, sugar, etc.). We do not know if this was al-
ready the situation at the time of the earliest adjudi-
cations. :

Finally, if we come down to the Mamliik period,
we see that this evolution continues. There remain
some lands for which the “‘rent” (idjdra) is fixed at
a sum determined in advance by isnadjdjur =
munddiaza, but what is now called kabala is no more
than the agricultural unit of land generally subjected
to misdha, and within it a distinction is made between
the different types of land imposed on the faddan
according to the type of cultivation: in other words,
integration with the common system is complete,
without adjudication or tax-farming or any other
“guarantee” save that of paying what is due. This
is a normal conclusion since frequently these dues
now go not to the Treasury but to the mukfa®, the
true heir to the profits of the former mutzkabbil. In
the Ottoman period, if there are mukdfa‘dt and
iltizimat (the meaning of which is- etymologically
related to daman, but in fact corresponding rather
to 1kta's) the word kabdla disappears from the vocab-
ulary of land taxation; and, with Bonaparte’s
scholars, munadjaza was explained as signifying
merely poor lands.

Alongside its use with regard to taxation on land,
as described above, the word kabdla, as well as
daman in this context, occurs in a more permanent

, sense to signify the farming of special revenues,

generally of mukiis, especially in towns, such as the
sale of salt or the management of baths or even of
a local customs office. It is most often in this sense
that we must interpret those passages which show
rulers abolishing or condemning kabalat, like mukils
elsewhere; and it is in reference to such kabalal,
which are perhaps more often designated in this way
in the West than in the East, that Europeans have
understood the word and adopted it (Spanish alcabala
attested in rroi, ltalian gabellz current in ports and
among the Normans in Sicilv in the 12th century,
from which the French gabelle, which however has so

far not been found before the beginning of the 14th
century; Provengal gabele). (It should be noted how-
ever that, in the account of Ramon Muntaner of the
Catalan expedition to the East, at the beginning of
the 14th century, gabella denotes the Turkish tribes,
and therefore derives from kabila and not from
kabala.) For these taxes, see provisionally parisa

above, but no study has been devoted to the methods ™'~ ~

employed for levying them.

Bibliography: Sources used (this does not
claim to be an exhaustive list):—Aba Yasuf, Kka-
radj, ed. Cairo 1352, 1051, trans. Fagnan, 491.;
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263; Ibn Mammati, ed. Atiya, 259, 336-8; Nabu-
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Nihaya, viii, 246-52; Makrizi, Khifat, Bulak, i,
83-6; Kalkashandi, Subh, iii, 458; A. Grohmann,
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Papyri Schott-Reinhardt, no. 3; J. David-Weill,
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Cl. Cahen, Fiscalité, Proprieté, etc., in Arabica,
i (1955); idem, Impbts Fayyim, ibid., iv {1957);
idem, Contributions, in JESHO, v (1962); idem,
L’administration de U'armée fatimide, in JESHO,
xiv (in press); Diya® al-Din al-Ra%s, al-Kharddj
fi'l-dawla al-Islamiyya, Cairo 1957, last chapter;
Makoto Shimizu, Les finances publigues de ¥ Etat
abbaside, in Der Islam, xlii (1965}, particularly
p. 12; E. Lévi-Provengal, Esp. Mus., iii, 39, 270,
301, 430; M. Talbi, L'émirat aghlabide, 320, 661;
H. R. ldris, Zirides, ii, 615; Vincenzo Crescini,'
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Giovanni-Battista Pellegrini, L’elemento arabo nellg
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706, 769-70; F. Nasser, Les emprunis lexico-
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and index. See also 1KTAS.
}(KABARDS, aMuslim peopleofthe Caucasus.
n

Russian they are called Kabardintsl, in Turkish
Kabartavlar; other designation, Kasig. The name
of the Kabards was first mentioned as Cheuerthei
by Barbaro, who visited the Caucasus in 1436. Its
etymology remains uncertain.

The Kabard language belongs to the eastern branch
of the Adlghe (Cerkes) linguistic group, which is also
referred to as ““high Adighe”.

According to the 1926 Soviet census, there were
139,925 Kabards ethnically and 138,925 linguistically.
The census of 1939 records 164,000 Kabards.

The Kabards live in the basin of Upper Terek
and some of its tributaries and are divided into two
groups: one, forming the tribes of the Great Kabarda,
lives between the rivers Malka and Terek to the west
of the Terek; the other, forming the tribes of the
Little Kabarda, lives between the Sunja and the
Terek, to the east of the Terek.
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XIX. Yiizytn Tk Yarsinda
Kabartaylarda Alternatif
Sosyal Diisiinceler

10 ﬁubai

V. H. Kazharov*

{0020 thaberte, J"Iqﬁ

(‘ 7, Len] X, | Ay 1y P 7, Al
XVIIL  yizyd somwXIX. yizyd  baglarnnda
Rasya’nin Kafkasya'ya xm;tyle baglayan sistemik
krize gelencksel | kiiltirde yag Fkriz
eglzk etti. Bu stirecin balka narzl yansdrgng, farkly

imler ve i elit gruple yeni o

Kabartaylarin gelecegini nasil bayal ettklerini
tespit etmek gerekiyor.

Bu konuda dini liderlerin aldsf tavizsiz
ve net tavirlars bilinmeletedin. Ancak savas, abluka
ve i¢ catipnalar kargsinda diger Kabartaylarn
bayatta kalma sorunlars dizerine ileri siirilen
gordgler. de o1 Omegi, L w'un
dnl  “lomail Bey* eserindeki kabramanm
prototipi olan Iwnail Beye, Rusya ordusundaki
bagartly yillarindan sonra 1804 yilinda dilkesine
dondiginde ilk digindigh, Rus's mubalefet
ederek ulusunun yasadsgs felaketleri énlemekts.
Bunlare  ileri :urer/een de yillarca Rusya
ordusunda bizmetinden olacak ki Kabartaylarin
agamals ve bariggil sekilde Rusya ile biitinlegme
thtiyaglarindan babsetti. Kardesi Adil Giray ise
kartulugn bagimsizdikta ve bayatin tim alanina
dini bakim kidmakta gorityords.

Rauslarin Kafkasya'da etkinlik
k lartyla ~dini  harekit  yenildi ve
Kabartaylarin bagimsizdsgine ve siyasi sistemleri
biisbitin yok oldu. Yonetim isgalci yonetime
gecti ve o da burada askeri bir yonetim kuruldu.
Bunun kargssinda Kabartaylarin kendi varliklarin:
koruma  arayiglarina gzrd:/elen gorii lmeletedzr

.

veya din devleti disiincelerini inceleyen aydin §.
B. Nogom, Kabartayn gelecegini Rusya’ya bag“lz
laik bir devietin lurulmasinda gériyordu. B
sekilde Kabartaylarda egitimin yikselecefini ve
varliklarin koruyacaklarin: disiindiyordy.

Tarihsel deneyin, son tki yiizyl boyunca
acilar ceken Kabartaylars, kendi varliklarm
Fkoruyabilmek igin dini ve siyasi bagtmsizik gibi
sosyal ddisiinceler iiretmeye zorl:

Caligmada, kaynak olarak Rusya Devlet
Tarib Argivi belgeleri ve konuyla ilgili aragtirma
eserler degerlendirilmektedir

Anrrepraruesl OOIMecTBEHHOK
Meiciu Kabapausmer B Ilepeoit
ITonoeure Xix B.

CHCTEMHEIH KPH3HC TPaTUITHOHHOTO
KafapauHCcKoTo o6mecTBa CONPOBOXANCH H
KPHU3HCOM TPaIHITMOHHOH MyXOBHOH KyMBTy-
pst. TTosToMy HeoGXOIMMO BELICHHTE, KaK 3TH
mpoleccEl OTpaxamick B cepe STHHTECKOH
camopedIexcHy, KakuM 006pa3oM pasnHdHBIE
CIIOM H IPYIIIEI JyXOBHOH 3JHTEI IPEACTABIA-
14 cefe narsHeHmue NePCIeKTHBEI CYIIECTRO-
BAHNS aJ[KITOB B HOBBIX YCIOBHIX?

ME1 yke Kacaluuch NPefelbHO ACHOH H
6eCKOMIIPOMHICCHOH HOSMIUH ITYXOBHEIX BO-
xneli mapuarckoro pemwkenns.! Ho-B caMsii
€ro pasrap BO3HHKIH APYrHe BTSB! Ha Ipo-
6eMBl BEDKHMBAHHSI KabGapiuENEB B SKCTIpe-
MaBHEX CHUTYalMsAX BOHHEI, OMOKanpl H BHy~
TPEHHHX Pa3opOB.

Haufonee momHO BEIpasmn ux Hs-
Mamn-Geft Ataxyxus (1750-1812 rr) - mpo-
TOTHI IMABHOTO reposd moaMei JlepmomToma
“Psmann-Oeii”. Coenar GoecTSImyio BOCHHYIO
XAphepy B pyccKoit apMus, o B 1804 . BepryI-
cs B Kabapny u BCeMH CHIAMH IEITAICA Ope-
JOTBPaTUTEH HAIHOHAIBHYIO KaracTpody B 06-
cTaHoBKe ee mpoTEBocTosHMA Poccun. B 1805
I B peds Ha cobpaHMM mpeicTaBHTeNed Beex
COCHORMH OH TOBOPHIT: “BorarcTeo, ctina i Mo-
I'YIIECTBO POCCHICKOTO TOCYAapCTBa HEBEPO-
STHEL, OHO MMeeT TPUAATH IIECTH MHIUTHOHOB
sxuTenell 1, €CIH TOCyAaps 3aX04eT, HOYTH Tpe-

(*) Rusya Bilimler Akademisi Kabartay Malkar Bilimsel Merkez Insani
4 1 Ercpin
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