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article]. The poet Ab@ Dulima called his mother
khayal al-kutrub (Aghani*, ix, 133, ’x, 259), but
alleged earlier evidence for the word in ‘Abd Alldh b.

Mas‘ad (d. 32/652-3) (Zamakhshari, F@%%, ii, 177/360

Bidjiwl) and Imru’> al-Kays (ed. Muhammad Abu
1-Fadl Ibrihim, no. 76, 36) is forged. Al-Djahiz
does not seem to refer to the kugrud, but al-Mas‘adi
{(Muridj, iii, 319 = § 1203) mentions it amongst
several fabulous beings. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allih
b. Zafar (d. ca. 564/1169) apparently confuses it
with the ‘wddr (see al-Djihiz, Hayawdn, index,
and al-Mas®ddi, loc.cit.). Although the werewolf
was integrated into the demonological world of the
Arabs, it never attained the popularity which was
always enjoyed by the djins, the ghil, the frit and
the skayiin.

The Greeks, however, saw in the werewolf not only
a fabulous creature, but also the manifestation of a
mental disorder. Following Marcellus of Side, Oriba-
sius (Synopsis ad Eustathium, viii, g), Aétius of Amida
{vi, 11}, Paul of Aegina (iii, 16) and later Byzantine
physicians described lycanthropy as a kind of melan-
cholia which caused the diseased person to shun the
company of mankind, to seek out solitude and fre-
quent cemeteries, and to roam about aimlessly with
hollow eyes and lost in gloom. Through the trans-

lations of the works of Paul of Aegina in the 3rd/gth

century and of Aétius of Amida in the following one,
the Arabs likewise came to know about this alleged
illness. Paul of Aegina’s information is quoted by
Muhammad b. Zakariyy3® al-Rizi (Kitab al-Hdwi,
i, Haydarabad 1955, 205 ff., 222), and A&tius’s
chapter was the model for the descriptions of ‘AH
b. al-Abbas al-Madjisl (Kdmil al-sina%a al-tibbiyya,
i, 333), of Abu 'I-Kisim al-Zahrawl (Kitéb al-Tasrif,
Ms. Chester Beatty 4009, fols. 1x0-11), and of Ibn
Sina (Kdndn, Rome 1593, i, 315/Bdldk 1294, ii, 71).

Finally, the term kufrub is also a component of the
plant name sirdd{ al-kutrub (a translation borrowed
from the Syriac shrdghd dh-kanirépos), mostly used
to indicate the mandrake root (yabrih).

Bibliography: W. Hertz, Der Werwolf. Beitrag
zur Sagengeschichte, Stuttgart 1862; R. Duval,

Origine grecque du mot arabe Kotrob, in JA, 8th

series, Xix (1892), 156-9; M. Ullmann, Der Werwolf.

Ein griechisches Sagenmoitiv in arabischer Ver-

kieidung, in WZKM, Ixviii (1976), 171-84.

(M. UrLLMANN)

KUTRUB, the cognomen of ABG ‘ALt MUHAMMAD
B. AL-MusTANIR, grammarian and lexicogra-

"pher of Basra in the 2nd/8th century, the freed-
man of Silim b. Ziyad. He was born in Basra,
where he studied not only grammar with the founders
of that science, ‘Isa b. “Umar, Yanus b. Habib and
Sibawayh (who is said to have given him his nick-
name), but also theology with the famous Mu‘tazili
authority al-Nazzim. He became the tutor to the
son of the military commander and minister Abd
Dulaf al-‘Idjli {see aL-xAsim B. ‘Isi, ABO DULAF],
and died at Baghdid in 206/82x. According to Ibn
al-Sikkit, his pupil, he was not to be regarded as a
reliable authority for lexicography.

Kutrub holds a very important place in the history
of Arabic grammar, as the first grammarian known
to have written a work on the three following topics:
(1) words with two opposing meanings (adddd [¢.v.));
{2) words with the same consonant skeleton capable of
having three different meanings (muthallath) ac-
cording to whether they have one or other of the
three vowels; and (3) the explanation of the causes
and occasions (%/al) of grammatical phenomena.

Furthermore, Kutrub seems to have held original

ideas about syntax. Al-Zadidiadil in his K. al-Tdih
(ed. M. al-Mubdrak, 70, 77) states that Kutrub, as
opposed to all the other Basran grammarians, did not
believe that the ‘b affected nouns in order to show
their different functions and to distinguish them from
each other; he averred that there are nouns with the
same i‘73b, whose function differs, and nouns with
differing #°rb but with the same function, and accord-
ingly held that i°,d4b only affects a noun in order to
distinguish two grammatical states, sc. at the end of
a speech unit, without a final vowel, to mark pause
(wakf), and within a speech unit, with a final vowel,
to mark liaison (wasl) with the succeeding word.
Of the 18 works listed by Ibn al-Nadim in his
Fikrist and which dealt with exegesis and theology
as much as grammar and lexicography only four have
survived: the K. al-Muthallath, ed. E. Wilmar, Mar-
burg 1857, and R. Souissi, Tunis r398/1978; the
K. ma khalafa fiki 'l-insan al-bakima, ed. R. Geyer,
in SBAK Wien, cv (1888), 380-91; the K. al-Adddd,
ed. H. Kofler, in Islamica, v (1931), 241-84, 385-461,
493-544; and the K. al-Asmina, still unedited.
Bibliography: Brockelmann, I, ro02, S I, 161;
EI* s.v. (M. Ben Cheneb); Kahhila, Mudjam, xii,
15. (G. TrouPEAU)
\~KUTTAB (A, plural katatib), itself probably
ural of kdtid (“‘scribe”), a type of beginners’ or
primary school. The term is frequently synony-
mous with makiab in Arabic and Persian and mekiep
in Turkish. In Ottoman it was also called mekted-
khane or mekteb-i sibydn or sibyin mekiebi, (“children’s

school”); later, in the Tanzimdt era, it was more |
generally referred to as b#da% mektsh (“‘beginner’s |

school””) and then as ilk mekieh (“‘primary school”).
European writers have often called it “Kur’inic
school”.

The kuttab was formerly widespread in Islamic

lands. Although the appellation was almost uni-
versally applied to Muslim beginners’ schools, kuitab
has also been known to designate Jewish heder-type
schools in Arabic-speaking countries. While there
are no precise indications as to when they were first
established, they spread during the Umayyad era
in the wake of the conquering armies. and the hu#fdb
system was already wide-spread in early ‘Abbasid
times. There is some evidence that the structure
and teaching methods of the Autiidb were modelled
on the Byzantinie primary school (Lecomte, in
Arabica, i {1954], 324 ff.), but its curriculum was
purely Islamic and Arabic. The early kuitib was an
important agent for socialising different ethnic
groups into the Islamic faith and its way of life.
Later, in the Ottoman Empire, it served as vehicle
for transmitting the values of the Qttoman Islamic
society from generation to generation. The Rutdb
provided a common educational basis for all who
attended it. It was homogeneous in its aims and
methods, and thus differed from. the indigenous
traditions of education, which displayed remarkable
diversity. Until the penetration of Western models
of education in modern time, the ku#td@b was the only
vehicle of public instruction for young Muslim
children. Even up to the present, it has displayed
remarkable staying-power by continuing to compete
tenaciously with other educational institutions in
many Islamic countries.

Since basic education [see TArBIYVA] was usually
imbued with a religious spirit, and its professed goal
was to produce a true believer, much of it was closely
connected with the mosque (see Maspyip]. Consequen-
tly, the kuftdb was frequently attached to a mosque,
whose  officials also provided further instruction.

-
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KORANIC SCHOOLS maktab, kuttab. The great movement of scholar-
ly efforts patronized by the courts and the nobility, which gave its
imprint to the first centuries following the Arab conquest*, was reflected
among the steadily broadening groups of the urban middle classes by
an equally vivid desire for greater knowledge, confined, however,
primarily to the domain of religion. Thus it was at the mosque* and
from the mouth of those who were reputed for their scholarship in
matters of faith that they sought the explanation of the Koran and the
Prophet’s acts and sayings (hadith*), the two fountainheads of all
wisdom. Boys accompariied their fathers, listened to the questions and
answers, and were made to memorize of few passages of the Holy Book.
About the end of the tenth century the need was felt to separate the
children’s places of learning from these meetings of the adult. Thanks
to private donations a kind of elementary schools in connection with
the mosque or near by it were established, where boys received instric-
tion in Koran recitation and the rudiments of reading, writing and
grammar*, supplementing the memorizing of edifying stories and
proverbs. Throughout the Middle Ages these Koranic schools were
the only means of mass education. Under the Ottoman régime when
the old private endowments were no longer sufficient the maktabs were
subsidized by governmentgrantsin aid, but the instruction they provided
was of very limited value. Until the end of the XIXth century the

ancient methods of teaching remained almost unchanged in use, and
on the poorly qualified and as poorly paid schoolmaster were incumbent
such duties as the washing of the dead, the conduct of funerals and the
sacrificing of the first sheep at the great feasts. Very gradually more
adequate pedagocical methods were introduced, better trained teachers
became available and new, more appropriately equipped classrooms
were provided. Yet shortly before the first World War there were still,
asshown by a count, in Egypt some 4000 old-type maktabs with about
230.000 pupils in existence. A few of them, privately supported, have
survived down to this day in most Arab countries in far off villages and
even in certain, particularly conservative quarters of the town, a
living illustration of the description given by early-nineteenth-century
travellers: a ground-floor room in a time-worn structure, covered with
mattings on which the children, closely crowded together, squat with
their slates on their knees, while the master, seated on a low dais and
armed with a stick tries to keep his noisy class in 2 minimum of dis-
cipline. It is now however merely of a matter years, until these last

remembrances of the medieval Koranicschool, at the time of its creation

doubtlessly a considerable achievement, will have disappeared.
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iSLAM KULTURUNDE KUTTAB EGITIMI
UZERINE BIR INCELEME

Kadri YILDIRII\/I *
B2 *5{6‘@
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Ozet:

Kiittab, kiiglik yastaki ¢ocuklarin egitim-tgretim gorditkleri bu-
glinkii “ilkogretim” seviyesindeki efitim kurumlaridir. Daha ¢ok yetig-
kinlere hitap eden cami ve medrese egitimlerme bir hazwhk agamas
olan kiittdbda temel okuma-yazma, Kur'an, Arapga dilbilgisi, aritme-
tik, siir, atasdzleri ve dinf bilgiler verilirdi. Kiittabda bu temel bilgile-
1i alan cocuklar tahsillerine devam etmek istediklerinde ileri seviyede
gramer, siir, mantik, cebir, biyoloji, tarih, hukuk ve teoloji g gibi dersle-
rin verildigi cami ve medrese egitimlerine katilirlardi. Bu da gosteri-
yor ki Islam'm erken dénemierinden itibaren egitim-6gretim faaliyet-
lerine pedagojik yaklagilmus, talebelerin yag ve seviyelerine uygun
farkls mekén ve miifredat dikkate alinmugtir. Bu caligmamizda kiittdb
egitimini bu yaklagimla ele almaya calisacafiz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kiittab, Egitim-6gretim, Cocuk, Miifredat.

An Analysis on Kiittb Education in the Islamic Culture

Abstract:

The Kuttab, educational institutions for young children, were the
equivalent of today's institutions of primary education. The kuttéb,
which provided basic courses on literacy, the Qur'an, Arabic grammar,
arithmetics, poetry, proverbs and religious information, served as a
preparational stage before the mosque and madrasa educations that
were geared more towards adults. Children who received this basic
education could then continue their education at mosques and madra-
sas, where advanced courses on grammar, poetry, logic, algebra, bi-
ology, history, law, theology and so on were offered. This shows that,
beginning from the early Islamic period, a pedagogical approach was
utilized in educational and teaching activities, and institutional space
and curricula were designed according to students' age and levels. In
this work, we analyse the kiittab education through these perspectives.

Key Words: Kuttab, Education and teaching, Children, Curriculum.
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