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lebivi-ue Howosant
i 92. Labibi, whose J,uame\ﬁ:l plage of origin are not recorded, was
: a contemporary of Farrikhi and “Unsurd, as is clear from his verses
quoted by Radfiyani:

gar Farrukhi bf'-murd, chira ‘Unsurt na-nurd?

 pir-e bi-mand der u jawan-2 bi-raft ziid.

farzanah-¢ bi-vaft u zi raftan-sh har ziyan,
il dewanah-e bi-mand v zi mandan-sh hech sid.

: ;i (‘If Farrukhi has died, "whj/ hasr’t “Unsuri died? An dld man stayed long
‘ but a young man has departed quickly. A wise man’ departed, and from
his departure comes only harm; a madmar remaihed, and his remaining
is no godd to ariyone’). ‘ g

These verses would be of considerable itnportance fot the chronol-
ogy of Persian literature in the fifst half of the 5th/11th century if we
had reliable information about the vital statistics of ariy one of the three
poets involved. Unfortunately, we do not. [181] Labibi is evidently the
author of five verses quoted by Baihgq?; referring, as the Historian tells
us, to an event during the reign of Ma!;éﬁd I (though the hlanuscripts of
Baihaql’y work give the name of the poet as ‘LaithiT’). Moreover, ‘Aufi,
in his chapter on the Ghaznavid poets, quotes 4 fairly long gasidah of his
in Which the pogt gives the lkufzyah of hisipatron as ‘Ak%ﬁ 1-Muzaffar’;

‘Aufl identified the latfer as ‘Amir Abi I-Muzaffar Yasuf b. Nagir al-
din’, but this is definitely wrong (as both Bahar afld Rypka/Borecky have
noted, apparently independently); for one thing, Maﬂmﬁ@’s brother’s
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recognised as good Muslims as well as good Tamilians
has increased.

Bibliography : A -monograph on the Labbais
of a town in northern Tamilnadu is Mattison Mines,
Muslim merchants : the economic behaviour of an
Indian Muslim community, New Delhi 1972,
Other articles by this author on the Labbais
include Muslim social stratification in India :
the basis for variation, in Soulhwestern Journal
of Anthropology, xxviii (x972), 333-49; Tamil
Muslim merchanis in India’s industrial develop-
ment, in Entrepreneurship and modernization of
occupational cultures in South Asia, ed. Milton
Singer, Durham, North Carolina 1973; Islamisation
and Muslim sthnicity in South India, in Man, N.S.
x (1975), 404-19; Urbanization, social siructure
and the Tamil Muslim merchant, in Family and
kinship among the Muslims in India, ed. Imtiaz
Ahmad, New Delhi 1976; Kin centers and ethnicity
among Muslim Tamilians, in Papers in anthropol-
0gy (University of Oklahoma), xviii (x977),
259-74- A brief monograph of some historical
interest to the ethnographer is Qadir H. Kbhan,
South Indian musalmans, Madras 19ro. On Labbai
politics, see K. McPherson, The political develop-
ment of the Urdu- and Tam.l-speaking Muslims
in Madras Presidency 1901 to I937, unpublished
M.A. thesis, University of Western Australia
1968; idem, The social background and politics
of the Muslims of Tamil Nad, I90r1-1937, in
The I'ndian Economic and Social History Review, vi
(1969), 381-402; idem, Yakub Hasan : communalist
or patriot?, in University Studies in History
(Univ. of Western Australia), v (x970), 72-84.
See also on politics, T. P. Wright, Jr., The Muslim
League in South India since independence : a study
in minority group political  strategies, in The
American  Political Science Review, Ix (1966),
.579-99. (M. Mi~Es)

T2 LABBAYKA [see TALBIYA]. .
LABIBI, the pen-name of a Persian poet who
lived at the end of the 4th/rrth and the beginning
of the sthfrzth century. His personal name as well
as almost any other particulars of his life are un-
known. The Tardjuman al-baligha has preserved
an elegy by Labibi on the death of Farrukhl {¢.0.],
which means that the former was probably still
alive in 429/1037-8. A kasida attributed to him by
‘Awfl is addressed to a mamdih by the name of
Abu 'I-Muzaffar, who in that source is identified
with a younger brother of the Ghaznavid Sultan
Mahmid. But'it is more likely that he was a member
of the Al-i Muhtidi, the rulers of Caghaniyin, who
was also a . patron of Farrukh?’s poetry (see C. E.
Bosworth, The rulers of Chaghaniyan in early Islamic
times, in Iran, JBIPS, xix {r981], 11-12). In the
Madima® al-fusaha® (i, 443) the poem is in fact
presented as a work of the latter, but it also occurs
In manuscripts of the Diwan of Manicihel and in
the works of other poets. The attribution to Labibi
was rejected by Rypka and Borecky, but is defended
by most modern Iranian scholars, Apart from this
poem, the remaining poetry of Labibi consists of
fragments only, mostly single lines quoted in evidence
by lexicographers. Some of these lines belonged to
mathnaii-poems, the subject of which can no longer
be ascertained.

Though his work fell into oblivion quite soon,
Lgbibi must have bsen a poet of some distinction in
his own age. Bayhaki, writing about 450/1038,
Appreciated him as an wstdd:q sukhan; and so did

Mas‘&d{ Satd-i Salman, who' also styled him sayyid

|

al-shu‘ard® and imitated one of his kagidag { Divenry
ed. R. Yasimi, Tehran 1339/1960, 571} Tha u\:u\;;
quotations contained in the Lughat-i Fupg ot Auwdt
prove that his poems were still circulating tha
later part of the 5th/r1th century. N
Bibliography : The remnants of Lahtlyy
poetry were collected and studied MOAL  co.
prehensively by J. Rypka and M, Boganley
in Ar0, xiv (1943), 261-307; otheg cnllth«m;
were published by Muhammad Dilb‘r’.S(y‘\kl‘ in
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1335/1956, 276 £, 671 f.; Rida-Kull Khan Hidayqy

Madima® al-fusahd®, lith. Tehran “9‘1/(&7}1‘ ‘w

494; M.T. Bahir, in Adyanda, iit (H‘)ﬂ/gm”'
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of the mukhadram. He belonged to tha fyfy of
Ban@ Dja‘far, a branch of the Kilab, whg balon gy
to the Bani “Amir b. Sa%a‘a (see Ihy al-Katht.
Caskel, Tab. 93 and Register, ii, 374-5).

According to Ibn Sa‘d, vi, 21, he died iy 4006y
in the night on which Mu‘awiya arrived in al-Nl lia y;
la to conclude peace with al-Hasan b, AL, Othioy
like Ibn Hadjar, iii, 657, whom Néldake (mm;
Mo‘allagdt, ii, 51) thinks ought to be followed, glvg
41 A.H., others again 42. He is said to huve muc:;usd
an unusually great age (al-SidjistanI, K, M1y,
marin, ed. Goldziher, § 61). In fact, he makny Wyary|
allusions to this in his poems. The date of hiy hiett
can only be approximately fixed. Even befoeg fy,
A.D. he seems to have attained a prominent posltiog
in his tribe by his command of language, Ay Gulty
a young man, he is said to have accompanled
deputation from his tribe to the court of king Abg
Kabds Numin of al-Hira (ca. 580-601), ang whig
the latter was incited against the Bang Rmie 1,
his friend Ab@ Rabi® b. Ziyid al-*Absl {of the tritig
to which Labid’s mother belonged), Labl SHerenfg
with a satirical radjaz poem (Diwan, ng, 1) i uy
ridiculing him to the king that he restora his faveouy
to the Bani ‘Amir. A verse from Nu‘mdin's AUsyee
to his courtier, who sought to defend hiinely froun
the lampoon on him in this radiss PO, hacuyye
proverbial (cf. al-Mufaddal, al-Fakhir, 4,‘4;
al-‘Askari, Amthil, on the margin of L\l'M:l‘/rMu{' ;‘i'
117, 7-18; al-Maydini, ii, 33; K. al-.’{g}yini,l 4'/'
94 f.; *xvi, 22f; ‘Abd al-Kadir, Khizdnay uln/ulabl
il, 79 ££., iv, 170 i£). In his later poems Ll 4.,
often prides himself on having helped his tribe 4y
his eloquence. He remained loyal to -his tribe oyp,
when a famous poet, and scorned the professlon of
wandering singer, practised by his cn:;r,‘g,,,i,,,{i‘r?
al-Asha. But the coming of the Prophet Mubiamn g
threw him out of the usual groove. We do 064 Ky
the exact date of his conversion to Istar, Ay ey
as Djumada I1 of the year 8 Sept.-Oct. 629, the hilnty
of the tribe of *‘Amir b. Sa%a‘a, sc. Agnir b, Frfan
and Arbad b. Kays, a stepbrother of Lahtd, senyy,
to have negotiated in Medina about the Ao,
of their tribe to the new community, but withe,g
reaching any result {see Caetani, Annal, i, g0 1},
Both men are said to-have soon afterwards cone 1, 4,
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