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634 : LAKHMIDS — LAKHNAW

A

al-Hira came to an end. In so doing, Parviz destroyed
the shield that protected Persia’s flank against the
Arabs of the peninsula. Some two years after the
death of al-Nu‘min, the battle of Dhi Kir [g.v.]
was fought, in which the Arab tribe of Bakr scored
a victory over the Persians, a foretaste of more
dramatic victories in the thirties by the Muslim
Arabs. Dha Kir foreshadowed al-Kadisiyya [q.v.],
both of which were splendld justification of Lakhmid
al-Hira as: A bulwark for Persia against the Arabs
of the Pemnsula

After the death of Nu‘man, al-Hira was ruled
by an Arab from Tayyi’, Iyds b. Kabisa, assisted by
a Persian, al-Nahiragin, for some nine years, 60z-11.
After this it became a Persian possession directly
ruled by the Persians until it fell to Khalid b. al-
Walid in 633. The last Lakhmid prince known to the
sources in this period is al-Nu‘man, nicknamed al-
Ghardir (*‘the deluder”), who took part in the ridda
war in Bahrayn and was defeated by al-‘Ald* b.
al-Hadrami in 633.

2. Culture. The geographical location of their
capital al-Hira and their special relationship to
Sasanid Persia determined for the Lakhmids the
direction that their history took. In spite of a

" ‘certain independence which they enjoyed, they

were vassals of the Sisinids, for whom they perform-
ed the following important functions: {a) they were
their shield against the inroads of the nomads from

‘the Arabian Peninsula; (b) they watched over their

sphere of influence in Arabia, especially the Arabian
littoral of the Persian Gulf, including Bahrayn and
‘Umain, which they ruled for them; (c) they were
their spear against Byzantium and the latter’s client-
kings, the Ghassinids; and (d) they protected their
trade interests in the Peninsula, especially the caravan-
route that connected al-Hira with South Arabia.

Their fruitful association with Persia is reflected
in the various forms of their military, political, and
social life, and in their material culture: (a) the
sources speak of five units in their army-—al-Shahb3a?,
al-Dawsar, al-Wada’i¢, al-Sana’¢, and al-Rah3’in,

the first of which are said to have consisted of Persian '

troops; besides, there was the Khandak Sibir,
“Shapir’s Ditch”, rebuilt by Khusraw Anishirvian,
a limes of some sort protecting al-Hira and extending
down to where al-Basra was to be in Islamic times;
(b) the crowns of the Lakhmids were apparently
bestowed on them by the Persian kings and with
the crown came the word itself for crown, #ddi, as
a loanword into Arabic from Persian; and {c) the
various aspects of their material culture must also
have been dominated by the Persians in such areas as
architecture, dress, food, drink, and music.

Zoroastrian Persia was also the determining
factor in the attitude of the Lakhmids towards
Christianity. The Sasanids understandably frowned
on their adoption of a missionary religiox with uni-
versalist claims, especially after the conversion of
their secular enemv, Rome, to that religion. The
second Lakhmid ruler, Imru’ al-Kays, adopted
Christianity, which fact must at least partly explain
his defection to the Romans. Only the last Lakhmid
king, al-Nu‘man, adopted it openly; but since it was
the Nestorian form of it, in opposition to the Chal-
cedonian ene adupted bv Byvzantium, it was ac-
ceptable to the Sisinids. And vet their capital, al-
Hira, became the great.rcentre «f Arab Christianity
and of 1ts transmission to the Arabs of the Peninsula.
The oity was aderned wita churches and monasteries,
was the seat of a bishoprio, and the refuge for many
vperseruted enclesiustic

Important as their role was in the political and
military history of the Arabs and of the Near East,
it was their development of al-Hira itself as the
great Arab urban centre in pre-Isfamic times that
must be considered the major and erduring contribu-
tion of the Lakhmids. In the 3rd century A.D., the
Arab cities of Hatra, Edessa, and Palmyra fell in
rapid succession, and the rise of al-Hira as the ca-
pital of the Lakhmids, almost immediately after the
fall of Palgnyra ensured 2 certain continuity in Arab
urban life:in the Fertile Crescent.

For almost three centuries, al-Hira stood almost
alone as a metropolis radiating higher forms of
culture to the Arabs of the Penimsula; and of all
the elements of ‘culture that mattered, the most im-
portant was undoubtedly the dewelopment of the
Arabic script and of written Arabic, called for by the
demands of an organised and stable urban life in
al-Hira [see ‘AraBivvA. A. The Arabic language
(i) (D]

Bibliography : the main source for the history
of the Lakhmids is Tabari’s Ta’#k4, magisterially
translated and commented upor by Th. Noideke,
Geschichte der Perser und Arsber zur Zeit der
Sasaniden, Leiden 1879, repr. 1473; (see on this
now, I. Shahid, in IJMES, vii {1977], 117-22);
the standard work on the Lakhmids is still G.
Rothstein, Die Dynastic der Lakmiden in al-Hira,
Berlin 1899. In both these two warks the scattered
references to the Lakhmids in the Syriac and
classical sources are discussed. {ther important
Arabic sources are: Mas®idi, Mwriddj, I1I, 181-
214 = §% 1036-75; Hamza al-Isfahiani, Ta’rikh,

ed. Beirut 83-97; Ibn al-Athir, i, 340-51, 400-3, -

410-XT, 434-5, 437-9, 432-91, 340-7. For the

monasteries of the Lakhmids and of al-Hira, see °

Yiakiut, Mudjam, ed. Beirut i, $95-543; Bakrdd,

Mutdiam, ed. Cairo ii, 570-607. Gm the al-Namira -

inscription, see Bibl. to LAkAM. For further studies
on the Lakhmids, see F. Altheim and R. Stiehl,
Dic Araber in der aliten Welt, Berlin 1964-8, ii,
313-28, v/r, 358-73; I. Shahid (Kawar), The
Arabs in the Peace Treaty of A.D. 561, in Arabica
(1r956), 181-213; idem, Procopius and Arethas, in
BZ (1957), 39-67, 362-82; idem, Ghassan and
Byzantium: a new lerminus a guo, in [sl., xxxv
(1959), 232-55; Iidem, Byzantino-arabica: the
Conference of Ramla, A.D. 524, im JNES (1964),
115-31; idem, The Martyrs of Majrin, Brussels
1971, 269-72; M. J. Kister, Ai-Hira. Some nofes
on iis relations with Arabia, in Avsbica, xv (1968),
143-69; C. E. Bosworth, Iran and the Arabs before
Islam, in Cambridge history of Irss, iii, Cambridge
1982. - {ImFaAN SHAHID)
LAKHNAW, conventional English spelling Luck-
vow, the capital city of the Imdian state of
Uttar Pradesh (the United Prowinces of British
India). It is situated on the south bask of the winding
Gumti river at lat. 26° 52" N. and long. 80° 52° E. It
is the eleventh largest city in the country (popula-
tion, 1971 census: 750, 5r2) and the second largest
town of the State. Besides being the=eat of the State

government, the city also serves as the administrative’

headquarters of Lakhnaw district and division.

1. History. Though legend conmects the origin
of Lakhnaw to a mythical local mound called
Lakshman THa, a pre-historic steemghold built by
Lakshmana, brother of Ramia, king =f Avodhya, the
known history of the city can be tr to the begin-
ning of the r3th centiry %D, whes it was colonised
by the Shaykhs, one of whose descendants Shayhh

Muhammad, better knowa as Shak Mind, attained .

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 1SLAM (Mew Eduion), ¥ol.5, 1379 Leiden, pp.
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It was to the advantage of the Fazara that Wallada
bint al-‘Abbds, one of the wives of ‘Abd al- Malik
and mother of the caliphs al-Walid and Sulayman
was a descendant of Zuhayr b. Rawaha al-Fazari.
When ‘Umar b. Hubayra al-Fazari was viceroy of
the East in 102/721-105/725 Al-Qays were again in
the ascendency.

: After the downfall of the Umayyad Emplre we
hear little of the Ghatafan. The Fazara, Ashja, and
Tha‘laba are mentioned in conniection with the revolt
of the Bedouin tribes in 230/844—5 which was put
down by Bugha al-Kabir. But the majonty of the
Ghatafan had: left Arabla and their lands were

There were apparently no Ghatafan groups
among the Northern (Qays) Arabs settled by order
of Hisham b. ‘abd al-Malik in 107/725-6 in Egypt.
Later on we find clans and families claiming descent
from Ghatafan tribes in Egypt, Libya, the Maghrib
and in Spain.

Amongst the poets of the Mu allaqat there are
two belonging to the Ghatafan: ‘Antara b. Shaddad
al-‘Absi and al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani. Lesser poets
of the Ghatafan are ‘Urwa b al-Ward and al-Hutay’a
from the ‘Abs. Al-Hadira and al-Shammakh from the
Tha‘laba b. Sa‘d. Ibn Mayyada, from the Banu Murra

b. ‘Awf and Ibn Dara of the Banu ‘Abd al-‘Uzza,

~ commonly called Banu ‘l-Muhawwala because the
Prophet changed their ancestor’s name into ‘Abd
Allah and ‘Uwayf al-Kawafi from the Fazara.

Very little is known of the pagan religion of the
Ghatafan. They worshipped like other tribes an idol
called al-Ukaysir. They also had a sanctuary of al-
‘Uzza at Buss—misrepresented by Muslim writers
as a rival institution to the Ka‘ba at Mecca—which
was destroyed in the first half of the 6th century by
Zuhayr b. Janab al-Kalbi. Then there is Khalid b.
Sinan al-*Absi, who according to a saying attributed
to Muhammad was a Prophet whom his people let
perish. The etymology of the name Ghatafan is
unknown. Besides the well-known Ghatafan of the
Qays-*Aylan there are also clans of the same name
amongst the Juhayna, Judham, and lyad. Ghatafan
b. Unayf al-Kalbi was a poet of the Ist/7th century.
One of the secretaries of Marwan b. al-Hakam had
the kunya Abu Ghatafan.

10 Tramy 2002
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J.W. FUCK

Ghosi Muslim

- Community of India

In yar Pradesh, the Ghosi are concentrated in
the Lukknow, Kanpur, Sultanpur, Meerut, Bahraich,
Gonda and Lakhimpur districts. Crook (1896)
mentions that the Ghosi are converts like the Gaddi
Muslim from the Ahir community. While Urdu is
their mother tongue and they use the Perso-Arabic
script, the Hindi language and the Devanagari script
are used for intergroup communication. They are
non-vegetarian, and their staple cereal diet consists
of wheat and rice. ‘

The Ghosi Muslim have endogamous divisions
(shizre), namely Thena, Chauhan, Dogar, Chikarige
and Ban. They claim to be superior to the Gaddi,
Gujjar, Turkiya, Chikwa, Qasai, Kabaria, Mehtar and
Bihishti communities. The mehar amount is fixed
according to the status of the groom, that is, if his
status is valued at Rs 50,000 then a half of that is
fixed as mehar. The articles given at the time of
marriage are exchanged in the event of divorce, but
no divorce compensation is either fixed or paid.
Widow, widower or divorcee remarriage is permitted.
Both sexes have shares in property in accordance
with the Shariat.

The Ghosi Muslim women have a role in rituals
and at social functions. A maulvi whispers the azan
in the infant’s ear. Circumcision (khatna) is
performed for male children on the sixth or seventh
day after their birth. Latter, a learned person (alim)

- %ﬁﬂ W{i;‘f j{;@ 2
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in the palace in Cordova by some ‘Amirid slaves on
8 Dhu ’l-Hidjdia 400f23 July roro. His first reign
had lasted nine months, the second less than two.
Bibliography: Ibn ‘Idhari, al-Bayin al-
mughrib, iii, ed. E. Lévi-Provengal, Paris 1928
(very detailed account); al-Nuwayri, Kitdb
Nihiayat al-arab; ed. and tr. M. Gaspar Remiro,
Granada 1916, index; Abd al-Wahid al-Marri-
kushi, Kitab al-Mu‘djib, ed.. Dozy, 28-9, tr.
Fagnan, 34-6; Ibn Khaldin, Kitab al-‘Ibar,
Bilak, iv, 149 ff.; Ibn al-Athir, K@amil = Annales
du Maghreb ¢t de I'Espagne, tr. Fagnan, index;
al-Makkari, Nafh al-tib (Analectes, 278-9); Ibn
al-Abbir, al-Hulla al-siyard®, in Dozy, Notices . . .,
159-60, ed. H. Mu’nis, Cairo 1963-4, ii, 5ff.;
R. Dozy, Histoire des Musulmans d’Espagne, iit,
271-300; E. Lévi-Provengal, Hist. Esp. mus., ii
207-315. (E. LEVI-PROVENGAL)
COMAHDE ‘AL! KHAN, the most outstanding

vizier of the later Nawwibs of Awadh.

He started his career from the early reign of
Nawwab Sa‘ddat ‘Ali Khan (1798-1814) as a fhakla-
dir (an officer of one of the revenue districts) of
thakla Muhammadi and then of Faydibad. His ad-
ministration made the ¢fkaklas under his control
exceedingly prosperous. He himself became fabu-
lously rich and was made a minister. Early in the
reign of Sa‘ddat ‘All Khin's successor Ghazi al-Din
Haydar (1814-27), Mahdi °All lost his position be-
cause of his resentments at the interference of the
Awadh Resident Colonel Baillie with the Awadh
administration. . Much of his property was seized
and he was imprisoned. After his release from prison,
he moved to the British territory at Fathgafh in
1824 and began to live in a grand style. After the
death of Ghazi al-Din Haydar in October 1827, his
son Nasir al-Din Haydar appointed Mahdi ‘Ali as
his na%b (chief minister). The Governor-General
Lord William Bentinck was highly impressed by
Mahdi °All’s administrative abilities and supported
his schemes. Mahdi €Al reduced the salaries of
undeserving favourites of the court, slashed the
stipend of the ladies of the palace and even curtailed
the expenses of the King. After four years of strong
rule he was dismissed in 1832 on the pretext of
behaving arrogantly towards the Queen Mother and
an incompetent minister called Rawshin al-Dawla
was appointed in his place. The reforms introduced
by Mahdi “Ali were speedily reversed and the pros-
perity of the kingdom declined, Mahdi Al retired
to Farrukhibad and died in obscurity.

Bibliography: Sayyid Ghulam ‘All Nakawi,

‘I'mdd al-Sa‘ddat, Lucknow 1897; Abd al-Ahad

b. Mawlawi Mubammad Fa’ik, Waka’%-% dil

padhir, British Museum, Or., 1876; Sayyid Kamil

al-Din Haydar, Sawdnik-i Saldtin-i Awadh (in

Urdu), Lucknow 1896; H. C. Irwin, The garden of

India, London 188o0. {S. A. A. Rizvi)
X MAHD! KHAN ASTARABADI, Mirzi (M-
HAMMAD), court secretary and historian of
Nadir Shih of Iran (reigned 1148-60/1736-47),
author of the Ta’rikh-i Nddiri (also known as
Diahangusha-yi Nddiri).

Little is known for certain about the life of Mirzi
Mahdi Khin, not even the dates of his birth and
death. The takhallus by which he is sometimes
called, Kawkabl, is likewise disputed (Shahidi,
pp- md). He was presumably born at Astarabid, the
son of one Muhammad Nasir, and apparently moved
to the capital Isfahian during the twilight of the
Safawid dynasty or the Afghin occupation of Iran.

- — .. According to documents in his .callected. official

correspondence (Munsha’it; see Anwir, pp. sih,
pandj; Shahidi, pp. mdf), he wrote a formal con-
gratulation to Nadir on his capture of Isfahin in
r142/r729. For the next seventeen years he served
Nadir as head of the secretariat (munshi al-mamalik),
then after his coronations as official historian (wdki‘a
niwis). In spring of 1160/1747 he was sent together
with Mustafd Khin Bigdill Shim!ld on an embassy
to the Ottoman court in order to ratify the peace
treaty recently concluded by Nadir. They had gone
no farther than Baghdid when the news of the
Shah's assassination overtook them, and the embassy
was discontinued. Mirza  Mahdl returned to Iran
and spent the remainder of his life in retirement
—whether at Mashhad, Tabriz or elsewhere is
uncertain—completing the historical and philologi-
cal works which he had begun during his service with
Nidir. He died some time between '1162/1749 and
1182/1768.

Mirzd Mahdi is chiefly remembered for his two
histories of Nadir Shih, the Djakdngushd-yi Nidiri
and the Durra-yi nddira. The former is a detailed
year-by-year record of Nadir's career, particularly
of his military campaigns, though marred by an ex-
pedient eulogy of his patron; it became the inspira-
tion and model! for several histories of the subsequent
Afshirid and Zand periods, notably the Ta’rikh-i
Giti-gushd of Mirza $adik Nimi. The Durra-yi nidira
(*“Rare pearl”) treats the same material in the florid
and abstruse style initiated by the Il-Khinid his-
torian Wassaf, as a tour-de-force of forced metaphors
and Arabic quotations. Mirzd Mahdi also made
valuable contributions to Turkish studies with his
Sanglikk, a Persian dictionary of eastern Turkish
(Caghatdy) based on the poetry of Mir Ali Shir
Nawid’i, and with his Caghatiy grammar, Mabdni
al-lugha. -

Bibliography: Mirza Mahdi’s works have been
- published inthe following editions, which provide
further information about the manuscripts avail-
able and the author's life and works: Durra-yi

nddira, ed. Sayyid Dia‘far Shahidi, Tehran 1341/

1963; Diahdngushd-yi Ndadiri, ed. Sayyid <Abd

Allidh Anwir, Tehran 1341f1963 {this work was

translated by Sir William Jones into French as

Histoire de Nader-Chah, Paris 1770, and into

English in an abridged version, The history of the

life of Nadir Shah, London 1773—both versions

being uncritical and inaccurate); Mabdni al-lugha,
ed. E. Denison Ross, Calcutta- 1910; Munghait-i

Mahdi, Tehran 1285/1868-9; Sanglax, ed. Sir

Gerard Clauson, GMS N.S. v, London 1g960. See

also L. Lockhart, Nadir Shak, London 1938, 292-6.

(J. R. PERRY)
O0CaL-MAHDE LI-DIN ALLAH AHMAD,-a title
and name of a number of Zaydi imdms of
the Yemen.

About 250 years after al-Hadi ila '[-Hakk Yahya,
the founder of the Zaydiyya in the Yemen, his direct
descendant, al-Mutawakkil ‘ala '113h Ahmad, had,
between 532/1137 and 566/1170, restored Zaydi terri-
tory to its extent in al-Hadl’s time, with Sa‘da, Nadj-
rdn and, for a time, also Zabid and San®3’, A gene-
ration later (593-614/1197-1217) the mountainous
region from Sa‘da in the north to Dhamir, south of
San‘d’, was again ruled by the Zaydi al-Mansir
bi'llah ‘Abd Allih b. Hamza, not a direct descen-
dant of al-Hadi, but of the latter’s brother, ‘Abd
Alldh. Al-Mansir was twice able to enter San®?, but
his power was severely limited by the last Ayyabid
ruler of the Yemen, al-Malik al-Mas®d Yisuf
{612-26{1215-29). After the death of al-Mansir in

[ THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 1SLAM (vew Edtion), vol.5, 1878 Leiden, pp.
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The Lahore fort, iis history and restoration, in Annual bibliography
of Indian archaeology, x {1933), 24-31; Muhammad Wali
Ullah Khan, Lakore and ils important monwmnents, Lahore 1961;
J. Burton-Page, Lakore Fort, in Sir Mortimer Wheeler {ed.),
Splendours of the East, London 1965, 83-93; idem, Wazir Rlan’s
Mosque, in ibid., 94-101; M.A. Chaghatay, The Budshahi
Magjid, Lahore 1972; S. Quraeshi, Lahore: the city within.
T¥ith an essay by Annemaric Schimmel, Singapore 1988; LH.
Nadiem, Historic mosques of Lahore. Lahore 1998.

L,Q\f B
IinIm{NO\/V’, in Arabic script Lakhnaw,

Takhna'u, a historic city of mediaeval Islamic North
India, situated on the south bank of the winding
Gumti river, which flows into the Ganges, in lat. 26°
53' N, long 80° 52' E., and notable. as one of the
main centres of Shi‘ism in the subcontinent. It was
the capital of the United Provinces in British India
and is now the capital of the Uttar Pradesh State in
the Indian Union, being also the administrative cen-
tre of a District and Division of the same name.

I. HisToRrY

Though legend connects the origin of Lucknow to
a mythical local mound called Lakshman Tila, a
pre-historic stronghold built by Lakshmana, brother
of Rama, king of Ayodhya, the known history of
the city can be traced to the beginning of the 13th
century A.D. when it was colonised by the Staykés,
one of whose descendants Shaykh Muhammad,
better known as Shah Mina, attained great saintly
renown, and his shrine, located with the confines of
the historic Machhi Bhavan, is a place of pilgrimage
for devotees all the year round. apart from being
the oldest epigraphic monument of the city. Dur-
ing the Delhi Sultanate period, Lucknow figured
prominently in connexion with the revolt of A
al-Mulk, son of Mahri, governor of Awadh, against
Sultan Muhammad b. Tughluq. Between 1394 and
1478, Lucknow became part of the Sharqi kingdom
of Jawnpur. Alter changing hands several times
between different occupants of the Delhi throne,
Lucknow finally passed into the Mughal dominion
under Humaytin, after suffering from frequent Afghan
incursions. The Emperor Akbar, under whom the
district of Lucknow formed part of the sarkar of that
name in the sitha of Awadh, had a special fascination
for Lucknow, whose delightful surroundings, pleas-
ant climate, flowers and fruits and different vateties

of rice are highly spoken of by his court chronicler,
Abu "I-Fadl. During Jahangir’s reign, Lucknow blos-
somed into a maguum emporium. Awrangzib’s visit to
the place is commemorated by a mosque which he
built on the top of the said Lakshman Tiia, the old-
est site of the city.

As the fortunes of the Great Mughals dwindled,
those of Lucknow rose, until a new and independent
kingdom sprang up as an offshoot from the decayed
tree of the Empire. The governors henceforth paid
only nominal allegiance to the ttular Delhi king
Sa‘adat Khan, who was appointed sdbadar by the
Emperor Muhammad Shah in 1134/1722, became
the founder of the dynasty of the Nawwabs of Awadh
or Oudh, with whose régime most of Lucknow’s glo-
rious past is intimately connected. The period of the
fourth ruler, Nawwab Asaf al-Dawla, marks the great-
est height of Lucknow’s prosperity. The extravagance
and munificence of his court passed into a byword,
and couid be rivalled only by the Imperial court
of Dethi. Along with the Ramt Darwiza and the
adjacent mosque, the great Imambara, whose central
hall is one of the largest vaulted rooms in the world,
forms the apotheosis of his building achievements.
Lucknow was raised to the rank of a royal city in
1819 when Lord Hastings transformed the seventh
and the last Nawwibh Wazir, Ghazi Din Haydar, into
the first king of Awadh. The puppet monarchy came
to an end in 1856 when the territory was annexed to
the East India Company territories and Wajid ‘AlT
Shah, the last king, was exiled to Calcutta, where he
lived a pensioner’s life under British supervision till
his death in 1887.

To Britons, however, Lucknow is best known as
the city where a regiment of British troops under Sir
Henry Lawrence, joined by the local British inhabit-
ants, put up a gallant defence of the Lucknow Resi-
dency for twelve weeks against heavy odds during the
Sepoy Mudny of 1857, when the city witnessed some
of the fiercest fighting. The history of the Lucknow
district after its annexation by the British is a history
of a long chain of administrative changes caused
by the exigencies of situations obtaining at different
times. Later on, Lucknow had a conspicuous role to
play in the political movements of British India, for
the famous Lucknow Pact resulting from meetings
held there in December 1916 between the Indian
National Congress and the All-India Muslim League
led to the Hindu-Muslim co-operation in the Kulgfat





