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LAMT — LAMTUNA

records that lamfiyya shields were offered to the
kings of the Maghrib and al-Andalus. It is in this
last country that E. Lévi-Provengal (Hist. Esp. mus.,
ili, 95) says that *“the most desirable shields were
those made from lam¢ leather”’. The name of the
animal was  certainly well-known, especially in
Portuguese; it was called lant, dant, etc. Another
point is made by al-Bakrl (Description de 1’ Afrique
septemtrionale, ed.-tr. de Slane, 1965%, 171-231), who
says that the best (and most expensive) shields were
made from the hides of old females. The place where
they were made is said by al-1drisi (Opus geographi-
cum, Naples-Rome iii, 224, ed. H. Péres, Algiers
1957, 37) to have been at Nil (see Yikiit, s.v.), a
centre for the Lamta near Joulimini; he says that
“‘the Maghribis use them in battle because they are
light yet solid”. M Ie information is provided by the
Egyptian Ibn Zunbul al-Mahalll (zoth/16th century),
who also describes the lam¢ (Tubfat al-mulik, tir.
E. Fagnan, Exirails .inédits relatifs au Maghreb,
Algiers 1924, 179-80) and says that these shields
*‘are special, because holes made by arrows or spears
close up again by themselves and so they never lose
their value as defensive weapons”. Leo Africanus
(Desc. de U Afrique, tr. Epaulard, Paris 1956, 559,
see also 452-3) has a paragraph devoted to the lamy,
and says that in the summer it is easier to catch the
animal because the heat of the sand affects its
hooves. As far as the targes {{amfiyya) are concerned,
he provides more up-to-date information additional
to the earlier accounts and says: ‘“Nothing except
bullets from fire-arms can pierce them, but they are
very costly.” ' '

These defensive arms are probably no longer
made except for tourists, but until recently the
Touareg (at least, the Touareg nobility who had the
sole right to carry them) still used them and they
were “escutcheon-like in shape and significance; the
decorative motifs have magical qualities associated
with them.” (H. Lhote, Les Touaregs de Hoggar,
Paris 1944, 325-6, with illustrations; see also H.
Bissnel, Les Touarezgs de 1'Ouest, Algiers 1888, 95).
When P. de Foucauld was writing, the targes of
Ahaggar had the same name as the animal, the hide
of which was used to make them, tham, pl. thammaon
{ Dict., ii, 602-3).

Bibliography: in addition to the sources
already cited, see P. de Cénival and Th. Monod,
Description de la cbte d' Afrique de Centa au Sénégal
par Valentin Fernandes (1506-7), Paris 1938, 159-
61, n. 9o; G. Ferrand, Tubfat al-albab, in JA (1925),
43-4, 248-9; H. Lhote, La chasse chez les Touaregs,

Paris 1951, 75-82; R. Mauny, Tableau géographique,

etc., Dakar 1959, 256. (F. VIRE)
/‘ LAMTA, a large Berber tribe of the Baranis
family. Its exact origin does not seem to have been
known to the Arab and Berber genealogists, who
simply make them brethren of the Sanhidja, Haskiira
and Gazila; others give them a Himyarite origin
like the Hawwira and the Lawita [g.vv.].

The Lamta were one of the nomadic tribes who
wore a veil (mulaththamin). One section lived on
the south of the Mzab, between the Massifa on the
west and the Targa (Tuareg) on the east; they even
seem to have extended as far as the Niger. In the
south of Morocco, in al-Sas, where there were Lamta
who led a nomadic life, in company with the Gazila,

the Lamta occupied the territory nearest to the

Atlas. On the coming of the nomadic Arabs of the
Makil family, the two sections of the Lamta were
absorbed by the Dhawi Hassin; the remaining
sections then joined the Shabinit, another Ma<kil
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.

tribe, to oppose the Gazila who joined the Dhawi
Hassan.

In the territory of the Lamta of al-Sds at the
mouth of the Wadi Nil (now Wad Naa) lay the
commercial town of Nil or Nil of the Lamta, the
first inhabited place one reaches on coming from the
Sahara, Several Moroccan dymasties have struck
coins there.

The jurist Uggwag b. Zallit of Sidjilmasa, a pupil
of Abii ‘Imrin al-Fisi [g.v. in Suppl.], was a member
of the tribe of Lamta; one of his pupils was ‘Abd
Allah b. Yisin al-Gazill, founder of the Almoravid
empire {see AL-MURABITUN].

The country of the Lamta was noted for the shields
made at Nil with the skin of the lanf antelope [¢.0.].

Bibliography: Ibn Khurradadhbih, Ibn al-

Fakih, Ibn Hawkal, Ya‘kibi, Bakr, Ibn Khaldin,

K. al-*Ibar, indices, s.vv. Lamta and Nul; Idrisi,

Leo Africanus, Descripiion de P'Afrique, tr.

A. Epaulard, Paris 1956, index {esp. 452-3, where

H. Llote’s long note should be regarded with care).
(G. S. CoLin®)

LAMTUNA (in Leo Africanus: Luntuna or
Lumtuna), a great Berber tribe belonging to
the branch of the Sanhidja who led a nomadic life,
and like other tribes of this branch ferming part of
the Mulaththamin or ‘‘wearers of the veil” [see
LITHAM]. .

The Lamtiina nomadised over the western Sahara,
where between the 2nd/8th and sthfrith centuries
they played a considerable political mle. According
to al-Bakri (459/1067), the region covered by them
stretched from the lands of Islam (ie. the Maghrib)
to those of the blacks. This is what this geographer
says of the Lamtina’s way of life: ““They are stran-
gers to any manual work, to agriculture-and even to
bread. Their riches consist wholly of their herds. They
live entirely off meat and milk”. According to Ibn
Khaldiin (d. 808/1406), the Lamtina already formed
a considerable kingdom at the time of the reign of
€Abd al-Rahmin al-Dakhil, founder of the amirate of
Cordova (138-72/756-88). This author plus Ibn Abi
Zar® (d. between 710-20{1310-20) give the names of
several kings of the Lamtina from that time on-
wards. The first of these was a certain Talikikin;
the period of his power is unknown, but it is very
probable that he lived towards the middle of the
3rd/8th century. His successor was Tiliitin or Taywa-
latin b. Tiklin b. Talikakin, who ddied aged 8o in
222/836-7. He was a great ruler, and if Ibn Abi Zar®
is to be believed, he reigned over all the desert (i.e. all
the western Sahara), and the territory under his
control stretched for three month’s journey in both
length and breadth, as far as the borders of the land
of the blacks, of whom more than iwenty of their
kings were subject to him. Tilitan's successor was
his nephew al-Athir b. Bitin (also called Yalattdn)
who died aged 65 in 237/851-2, or according to an-
other source, in 287/goo. The fourth king of the
Lamtina was Tamim {or Ramim) b. al-Athir who
reigned over the tribe until 300/912-13; he was killed
by the Sanhidia notables in a rebelion. His death
heralded a time of troubles which lasted rzo years,
i.e. until ca. 420/r029.

It seems that the state {or rather, the confederation
of Berber tribes) created by the Lamtina and which
endured down to 306/918-19, was actually the state or
rather confederation called Anbiya by the mediaeval
Arabic writers. This existed already in the time of the
i astronomer al-Fazarl (ca. 172/788), who locates it as
I between the kingdom of Sildjilmissa {in the western

Opus geographicum, Naples-Rome, fasc. iii, 221-5;

HE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF I5LAM (Mew Edition), ¥0l.5, 1979 Leiden, pp-
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Targa (Tuareg) on the east; they even seem to have
extended as far as Niger. '

In the south of Morocco in al-Sus, where there
were Lamta who led a nomadic life, in company
with the Gazula, the Lamta occupied the nomadic
Arabs of the Ma‘kil family, the two sections then
Joined the Shabanat, another Ma‘kil tribe, to oppose
the Gazula who joined the Dhawi Hassan.

In the territory of the Lamta of al-Sus at the
mouth of the Wadi Nal (now Wad Nun) lay the
commercial town of Nul of the Lamta, the first
inhabited place one reaches on coming from the

Sahara. Several Moroccan dynasties have struck .

coins there.

The jurist Uggag b, Zallu of Sijilmasa, a pupil
of Abu ‘Imran al-Fasi, was a member of the tribe of
Lamta: one of his pupils was ‘Abd Allah b. Yasin
al-Gazuli, founder of the Almoravid empire. The
country of the Lamta was noted for the shields made
at Nul with the skin of the /amt antelope.
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Lamtuna /

Tribe of Ghana, Sudan and Morocco

G. HAZAI

The Lamtuna are (in Leo Africanus: Luntuna or
Lumtuna) a great Berber tribe belonging to the branch
of the Sanhaja who led a nomadic life, and like other
tribes of this branch forming part of the
Mulaththamun or ‘wearers of the veil’. The Lamtuna
nomadised over the western Sahara, where between
the 2nd/8th and Sth/11th centuries they played a
considerable political role.

According to al-Bakri (459/1067), the region
covered by them stretched from the lands of Islam
to those of the blacks. This is what this geographer
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says of the Lamtuna’s way of life: “They are
strangers to any manual work, to agriculture and even
to bread. Their riches consist wholly of their herds.
They live entirely off meat and milk”. -

According to Ibn Khaldun (d. 808/1406), the
Lamtuna already formed a considerable kingdom at
the time of the reign of ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Dakhil,
founder of the amirate of Cordova (138-72/756-88).
This author plus Ibn Abi Zar‘ (d. between 710-20/
1310-20) give the names of several kings of the
Lamtuna from that time onwards. The first of these
was a certain Talakakin: the period, of his power is
unknown, but it is very probable that he lived towards
the middle of the 3rd/8th century.

LAMTUNA 827

His successor was Tilutan or Taywalutan b.
Tiklan b. Talakakin, who died aged 80 in 222/836—
7. He was a great ruler, and if Ibn Abi Zar¢ is to be
believed, he reigned over all the desert (i.e., all the
western Sahara), and the territory under his control
stretched for three month’s journey in both length
and breadth, as far as the borders.of the land of the
blacks, of whom more than twenty of their kings
were subject to him.

Tilutan’s successor was his nephew al-Athir b.
Batin (also called Yalattan) who died aged 65 in
237/851-2, or according to another source, in 287/
900. The fourth king of the Lamtuna was Tamim (or
Rahim) b. al-Athir who reigned over the tribe until
300/912-13; he was killed by the Sanhaja notables
in a rebellion. His death heralded a time of troubles
which lasted 120 years, i.e., until ca. 420/1029.

It seems that the state (or rather, the
confederation of Berber tribes) created by the
Lamtuna and which endured down to 306/918-19,
was actually the state or rather confederation called
Anbiya by the mediaeval Arabic writers. This existed
already in the time of the astronomer al-Fazari (ca.
172/788), who locates it as between the kingdom of
Siljilmassa (in the western Maghrib) and that of
Ghana in the western Sudan.

We also owe a few details about the Anbiya to

Ibn al-Fakih al-Hamadhani (ca. 290/903), whose

mformation on Africa goes back to the middle of

the 2nd/8th century. He relates that “the land of

Anbiya is part of the Sus al-Aksa (in the extreme
//
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