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LAMTONA ~— aL-LAMTONI

that country (al-Bakri, Ibn Sa‘id) to the north of the
lower Senegal and as far as the fringes of the Djabal
al-Lammi*® (modern Cap Blanc). Towards the middle
of the sth/rrth century, the Lamtina occupied the
Mauritanian Adrar previously inhabited by a.non-
Muslim Berber tribe. They built there a fortress
called Azukki or Azukki (Azougui near Atar on
modern maps), which then became their capital and
a very important stage along the commercial route

connecting Sidjilmassa with Ghina. From the Mauri-

tanian Adrar, the lands traversed by the Lamtina
stretched as far as the Sudan, more exactly to Tagant.
In the second half of the 5thirith century, the
Lamtina occupied the district of Nl al-Aks3 in the
south-west of modern Morocco and that of Tazug-
gdght (Saguiet El Hamra on modern maps = al-
Sikiya al-hamri’), both of which belonged to the
tribe in al-Idrisl’s time. : .
Bibliography: Bakri, Description de VAfrigue
septenirionale, ed. and tr. de Slane, Ar. text, 164,
167, 168, tr. 3ro-12, 316; V. Monteil, 4i-Bakrt
(Cordoue 1068), Routier de I'Afriqus blanche e
noire du Nord-Ouest, in Bulletin de I'T F.A.N., xxx,
sér. B, no. t (1968), 58-65; Ibn Hawkal, Opus geo-
graphicum, ed. J. H. Kramers, Leiden 1938, i, 73;
Idrisi, Description de VAfrigue et de VEspagna,
ed. R. Dozy and M. J. de Goeje, Ar. text, 3, 22,
28, 29, 30, 57, 59, 68; tr. 3, 26, 34, 35, 36, 66,
69, 78; Ibn Sa9d al-Maghribi, Libro de la exiension
de la tierra en longitud y latitud, ed. J. Vernet
Gines, Tetuan 1958, 46-7; A. Huici Miranda, Un
fragmente inédito de Ibn “ldhiri sobre los Almora-
vidos, in Hespéris-Tamuda, iif (1961), 43-111;
Al-Hulal al-mawchiyya. Chronigue anonyme des
dynasties almoravide ct almohade, texte arabe pu-
blié ... par L. S. Allouche, Rabat 1936, 6, 10, 11,
12, 14, 21, 48, 89, go, 92, 11T, 114, 152; Ibn Abi
Zar®, Rawd al-kirids, ed. Tornberg, Upsala 1843-6,
75-87; “Umari, Masalsk al-absir fi mamdlik al-
amsdr, tr. Gaudefroy-Demombynes, Paris 1927,
59-60; Ibn Khaldin, Hisioire des Berbéres, tr. de
Slane, 2nd edn., ii, 64-9 ¢t passim; E. Fagnan,
Extraits inddits relatifs au Maghreb, Algiers 1924,
54, 177, 355; J. M. Cuocq, Recueil des sources
arabes concernant ' Afrique occidentale au VIII* gu
- XVI¢ sidle, Paris 1975, 12, 13, 86, 99, 119, 125,
130, 144-5, 176-7, 194, 213, 222-4, 230-6, 238-g,
265, 332-5; J. Marquart, Die Benin-Sammlung
des  Reichsmuseums  fiir Vilkerhunde in Leiden,
Leiden 1913, index, 88, s.v. Anbija, and 103, s.v.
Lumtiina; La Chapelle, Esquisse d’une histoirs du
Sahara occidental, in Hespéris, xi (1930), 35-95;
T. Lewicki, L'stat nord-african de Tahert et ses
relations avec lz Sowudan occidental 4 Ia fin du
VIII* ¢t au [X+ siicle, in Cahiers &' Etudes Afyi-
caines, ii, 2, cahier 4 (8) (Paris 1962), 528.
(T. Lewicky)
al AL-LAMTONL, ABG Bakr 8. “UmAR 5. TicLicIN
AL-JANHADJI, war leader of the Almoravids
[see AL-mURABITON] and above all, the real founder
of one of the historic capitals of Morocco,
Marrakesh (Murrdkish {g.0.]). He was the brother of
Yahyi b. ‘Umar who became, at the death of the
pious kddidj Yahyi b. Ibrahim al-Gazull, amir of the
Berber confederation of Sanhidia nomads of the
parts of the Sahara bordering on the Atlantic

(Lamtina, Gudila and Massifa). The two brothers °

were the first to rejoin, after his hidjra, the Mailiki
reformer ‘Abd Allih b. Yasin in his ribdt (g.v.] of
Na (?), situated on an island or a peninsula of the
Atlantic coast of modern Mauritania. It was from
this ribdf that the powerful movement which cul-
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minated in the establishment of the Berber Almoravid
dynasty was launched.

In 448/1056 Yahyi b. ‘Umar was killed fighting
the infidels in the western Sudan, and the imim Abd
Alldh immediately replaced him, as head of the
armed forces, by his brother Abli Bakr, who was
celebrated for his courage, religious enthusiasm and
experience, The new amir had his position legitimised
by the people of Sidjilmissa and struck coins of his
own, and was then charged with the task of con-
quering, by word and by sword, the region of the
Moroccan Atlas. In 449(1057-8 his successfu} cam-
paign ended in the capture of the town of. Aghmat
[¢.v.}, the Masmiida capital. With the support hehind
him of this urban centre, at the time oge. efijoying
counsiderable prestige, the imdm ‘Abd Alizh directed
his troops against the Barghawita [g.v.], the heretics
of the central Morocean Atlantic coast region; but
having injudiciously rushed into the battle, he was
killed in 451/1059. Abii Bakr now became the sole
head of the Almoravids; he buried ‘Abd Allih b.
Yasin on the spot, went on to crush the Barghawita
and returned, laden with booty, to Aghmat. There he
established his centre of power and married the rich
widow of the former governor of the town, the
Tunisian lady Zaynab bint Ishik al-Nafzawiyya,

whose beauty was only. equalled by her political

astuteness. .

Being probably now largely occupied. with the
administering of his native land and of his conquests,
Abu Bakr at this point gave command of the army to
his nephew and cousin, Yisuf b, Tashfin [¢.v.], who
bad come to prominencs through his outstanding
qualities, confirming him in this office and directing
him to the conquest of northern Morocco.,

However, life in Aghmiat became more and more |

difficult for everyone. Both the persons and the
possessions of the local people suffered from the
presence of their unpolished conquerors, and these
latter, as Saharan nomads, felt little at ease within
the walls which they had conquered but which were
suffocating them. In the end, Ab@ Bakr was per-
suaded to found a new town, one better situated in
all regards than the double city of Aghmat. Following
the advice of his expert counsellors, he decided to
establish the new centre on the actual site of Marra-
kesh. The process of transfer took place, according
to the Moroccan historian Ibn al-“1dhar in his Baydn,
on 23 Radjab 462/7 May 1076 and not in 1062 as
indicated by Ibn AbI Zar® fg.v] in his rather un-
dependable Rawd al-kirtds. The initial works,
directed by the amir personally, were concentrated
on the construction of a kasaba {g.v.], the renowned
Kasr al-hadjar “stone fortress”, where the ruler’s
harem, treasury and armoury were deposited in
safety over the following three months.

Soon afterwards, on a date which the Bayin fixes

within Rabi I 462/January 1071, Abdl Bakr received

some alarming news from the desert. In order to
fly to the aid of his tribe, he left to Yisuf b. Tashfin
the administration of the Almoravid conquests, the
town in course of construction, a large part of the
army and even his wife, who had herself urged him
to divorce her so that she might, at the end of the
waiting period required by Muslim law, legally marry
Yisuf and give him the benefit of her great experience
of the Moroccan situation. The great role played by
women in Almoravid society is of course well-known.

After having restored order within the desert, Aba
Bakr did not return to Moroceo till 464/1072-3. Well
aware of what was bappening at Marrakesh, he
prudently installed himself at Aghmiat. He had

| THE VEHCYCLOPAEDM OF 1SLAM (Mew Edition], vol.5, 1379 Leiden, pp.
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Cheddad My Driss, «Sahara: Ecosystéme
fragile, ressoures naturelles limitées et engagement de
I’Etat pour un aménagement régional exceptionnel et
une mise & niveau socio-économique et spatiale »,
Revue Horizons Universitaires, in° 3 vol. 2, Université
Med V Sonissi, Rabat, Novembre, 2006.
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