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140 ‘ COMMITMENT, IN MODERN ARABIC LITERATURE
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nent, forthcoming; James Allan and Brian
Gilmour, Persian steel The Tanavoli collec-
tion, London 2000; Sheila S. Blair, Islamic
inscriptions, Edinburgh and New York 1998;
Sheila S. Blair and Jonathan M. Bloom,
Cosmophilia. Islamic art from the David Collection,
Copenhagen, Chestnut Hill MA 2006; Ceno-
taph, in Jonathan M. Bloom and Sheila S.
Blair (eds.), The Grove encyclopedia of Islamic
art and archilecture (Oxford 2009), 1:384-6;
K. A. C. Creswell, Musiim architecture of Egypt,
2 vols., Oxford 1952; Giovanni Curatola,
Some Iikhanid woodwork from the area
of Sultaniyya, Islamic Art 2 (1987), 97-116;
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la céramique dans Uarchitecture musulbmane, Paris
2001; Roland-Pierre Gayraud, Le Qarafa
al-Kubra, derniére demeure des Fatimides,
in Marianne Barrucand {(ed.), L’Egyple fatim-
ide. Son arl el son histoire (Paris 1999), 444—64;
Roberta Giunta, Les inscriptions funéraires de
Gazni, Naples 2003; Lisa Golombek, The
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Iran); Ugo Monneret de Villard, La necro-
poli musulmana di Aswan, Cairo 1930; Nasir
Nagshbandr, Sanadiq maragid al-a’imma
fi ‘Iraq, Sumer 6 (1950), 192-202; RCE4 =
Répertoire chronologique d’épigraphie arabe, Cairo
1931 D. S. Rice, The oldest illustrated
Arabic manuscript, BSOAS 22 (1959),
207-20; Jean Sauvaget, Le cénotaphe de
Saladin, Reue des arts asiatiques 6 (1929-30),
168-75; Jean Sauvaget, La Adosquée omey-
_yade de Médine (Paris 1947), esp. 89-90; Jean
Sauvaget, La tombe de I’Ortokide Balak, drs
Islamica 5/2 (1938), 207-15; A. A. Semenov,
Nadpisi na nadgrobiyakh Timiira i ego
potomkov v Gur-i Emire, Epigrafika vosioka
2 (1948), 49-62, and 3 (1949), 45-54; Max

Paris 1894-1903; Oliver Watson, Persian lus-
tre ware, London 1985; Gaston Wiet, Les stéles
Junéraires, vols. 2 and 4-10, Cairo 1936—42;
Caroline Williams, The Qurlanic inscrip-
tions on the Tabut of al-Husayn in Cairo,
Islamic Art 2 (1987), 3-14.

Suena S. Bram

Commitment, in modern
Arabic literature

Literary commitment (i/fizam) became

. a central concept in literary discussions

during the decades of nation-building in
the postcolonial Arab world. The demand
that writers and poets take responsibility
for their people had already been expressed
in the 1920s by socialist authors and crit-
ics, such as Salama Miisa (1887-1959)
and Luwts ‘Awad (1915-90) in Egypt and
‘Umar Fakhtirm (1895-1946) and Ra’if
Khart (1912-67) in Syro-Lebanon.

The origins of this concept can be
traced to the complex sociocultural
changes that occurred during the nahda
(it., renaissance), the movement of cul-
tural transformation in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century. This period
drew its dynamism from the political and
cultural encounter with the West, which
gave rise to an innovative and authentic
modern Arabic literary discourse that was
closely related to the nationalist struggle
for social and political emancipation from
the colonial powers. This discourse went
hand in hand with the impetus to move
beyond traditional ideas in literature and
to find new forms and content for artis-
tic creativity, beyond the so-called ivory-
tower literature.

The term tltizam al-adab (literary commuit-
ment) was coined by the Egyptian author
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