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al-Majishtin

Al-Mijishiin, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Abdallah
b. Abt Salama, Abti ‘Abdallah, Aba Asbagh
(d. 164/780-1), a mawla (client) of the
Al al-Munkadir b. al-Hudayr al-Taymi
in Medina, was, with Malik b. Anas (d.
179/796), one of the most renowned dis-
ciples of Rabia b. Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman
(called “Rabi‘at al-Ra’y”; d. 136/753). The
nivalries between Malik and al-Majishan,
mentioned repeatedly in the biographical
dictionaries of scholars, were probably what
prompted al-Majishiin to leave Medina and
to settle in Baghdad following the pilgrim-
age conducted by the caliph al-Manstr
in 152/769. He is known to have written
works on law (figh), as-noted especially by
the Andalusian Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Namart
(d. 463/1070~1), who in turn cites older
sources. According to these, al-Majishiin
allegedly was the first to summarise the
Medina consensus in a book (Ibn ‘Abd al-
Barr, 1:86; Tyad b. Musa, 2:75; Muranyi,
Fragment, 34-5). Although al-Majishan
based his expositions of Islamic law on the

hadith material from Medina, he did not
cite this material in a standardized form
with snad (chain of transmitters) and mam
(text), a circumstance that led Nabia Abbott
to the incorrect conclusion that “Majishtin
had made no attempt to quote Tradition
in support of his legal views” (Studies in
Arabic literary papyri, Chicago 1964, 2:1292).
The fragments of his works discovered in
recent years correspond, in their structure,
to the older tradition of legal writings
that antedates the composition of Malik’s
Muwatta hadith and athar remain in the
background in al-Majishan’s writings and
are only summarily indicated, in order then
either to discuss their content or to justify
a judgement based on his own subjective
opinion (ra’) (cf. Goldziher, 219).

The currently known fragments of al-
Majishtin’s books are preserved on old
parchment leaves in the mosque library
of al-Qayrawan: portions of the Kitdb al-
hay (Book of the pilgrimage), Kitab al-taldg
(Book of divorce), Kitab al-buyii‘ (Book
of sales), and the Autab al-‘uqiil (Book of
indemnities); these reached Qayrawan in
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