“T'his book sheds fascinating light on a very little-known period of Fatimid
history, the long reign of the eighth Fatimid caliph, al-Mustansic,
which spanned an incredible fifty-eight years (1036—94). Written in a
lively style, Kirsten Thomson’s book is a most welcome and valuable
contribution to eleventh-century Muslim history. She illuminates an era

that foreshadowed the development of serious divisions in the Fatimid

caliphate, which in turn coincided with the coming of the Crusaders to the
Middle East. So the horizons of this study are indeed wide.’

Carole Hillenbrand, Professor of Islamic History at the

Universities of Edinburgh and St Andrews
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AL-MUSTAZHIR BI'LLAH

[Nistashir - Br/lah

A.-MUSTAZHIR BI’LLAH, Asu ’'L-‘ABBAs
Aumap, ‘Abbisid caliph, was born in Shawwal
470/April-May 1078. He ¢ame to the throne on 18
Muharram 487/7 February 1094, three days after the
death of his father al-Muktadi [g.0.]. Al-Mustazhir’s
accession ceremony was attended by such famous
figures as al-Ghazall and Ibn Akil [g.00.] (Ibn al-
Djawzi, ix, 82; Ibn al-Athir, x, 157).

His reign proved turbulent. By the time of his
accession, the stability of the Saldjik state had been
seriously undermined by the successive deaths of
Nizam al-Mulk and Malikshah, whilst the Nizard
schism had further weakened the Fatimid caliphate
and unleashed the Assassins’ campaigns within
Saldjak territory. The first years of al-Mustazhir’s
rule were dominated by the rivalry between
Barkyérik and Tutush [¢.00.] and later by the pro-
tracted power struggle between Barkyarik and his
half-brother Muhammad Tapar [¢.2.]. The caliph was
never able to turn these debilitating disputes to his
own advantage, since all three Saldjik pretenders still
saw the need to obtain caliphal ratification for their
activities whilst allowing the caliph no scope for
political autonomy. On one occasion only was there a
hint of military aggression on the part of the caliph.
When news of Barkyartk’s high-handed treatment of
al-Mustazhir™s representative in Waésit came to
Baghdad in 495/1101-2, the caliph announced his
desire to fight alongside Muhammad Tapar against
Barkyarik. This suggestion was rejected very firmly
by Muhammad (Ibn al-Athir, x, 225). Despite the
unstable political situation, al-Mustazhir managed,
however, to emerge intact from the many, often
threatening visits to Baghdad made by the different
pretenders to the western Saldjik sultanate and to co-
exist uneasily with the various high-handed shihnas
sent (often concurrently) by the three Saldjik princes
to police the caliphal capital during their absences.
Described in the sources as malleable, al-Mustazhir
tried at times to play the rdle of peacemaker and to
humour the claimants to the Saldjik throne.

Initially, he juggled adroitly with the numerous
requests by the Saldjak princes to be mentioned in the
khutba at Baghdad but he also knew how to curry
favour with the eventual victor, Muhammad Tapar
(Ibn al-Athir, x, 210). In 495/1101-2 the Saldjik
brothers Muhammad and Sandjar [¢.2.], unhappy

with Barkyarik’s rule (al-Husayni, 77), were received '

in solemn ceremony by . al-Mustazhir clad in full
caliphal regalia. Al-Mustazhir honoured both
Muhammad and Sandjar with the gifts customary to
the rank of sultdn and he then had the khutba pro-
nounced in Muhammad’s name (ibid.; Bundari (sub
anno 496), 261; Ibn al-Djawzi, ix, 130; [bn Khallikin,
quoting the lost Saldjuk history of al-Hamadhani, tr.
de Slane, ii1, 233).

The struggle between Muhammad and Barkyarik
continued, however (in 496/1102-3 the caliph seems to
have been temporarily unsure as to which candidate
to support and omitted any reference whatsocever to
the sultan in the khutba (Ibn al-Athir, x, 245; Ibn al-
Djawzi, ix, 132)). Stability was finally secured with
the death of Barkyaruk in 498/1105.

The disturbed period of al-Mustazhir’s caliphate
favoured intensified activity from the Assassins,
although Muhammad Tapar, once firmly established
in power after 498/1105, made determined efforts to
quell them. At the very beginning of al-Mustazhir’s
reign, al-Ghazali, on the evidence of the Munkidh (44),
had been commissioned by the caliph himself to write
the work usually known as the Kitdh al-Mustazhiri, in
which he set out to prove the legitimacy of the

‘Abbasid caliphate and to refute the claims of the
[sma“ili imdmate (this is confirmed by Ibn al-Djawzi,
ix, 170). Underlying al-Ghazali’s arguments, how-
ever, was a veiled plea to the sixteen year-old caliph
to reach a modus vivendi with the military might of the
Saldjik Turks and to avoid the tensions which had
been stirred up between caliph and sultan, al-Muktadi
and Malikshah, during the latter’s last visit to
Baghdad in 485/1092. Al-Ghazali’s warning was
generally heeded by al-Mustazhir. When fear of
Assassin activity was at its height, he did, however,
intervene with sultan Muhammad on one occasion in
504/1110-11 and persuaded him not to execute the
Shafii fakih al-Kiya al-Harrasi [¢.0.] a former pupil of
al-Djuwayni [¢.0.], who had been accused of Isma‘lli
sympathies (Ibn al-Athir, x, 221; Tbn al-Djawzi, ix,
129-30).

The role and importance of al-Mustazhir’s officials
remain imprecise, although a number of names are
mentioned in the sources. The office of caliph’s wazir
was still dominated by the Bana Djahir [¢.2.]. At the
beginning of his reign, al-Mustazhir reappointed
‘Amid al-Dawla Ibn Djahir, who had served the two
preceding caliphs in the post (Ibn al-Djawzi, ix, 82).
He was, however, arrested in Ramadin 493/July-
August 1100 (probably at the instigation of
Barkyarak, whose coffers were enriched through
mulcting Tbn Djahir) and he died in prison in the
caliphal palace the following month (Ibn al-Djawz1,
ix, 118; Ibn al-Athir, x, 203). A prominent figure in
the early years of al-Mustazhir's reign was the
Mazyadid ruler of al-Hilla, Sadaka, ‘‘the king of the
Arabs’ (d. 501/1107-8 [¢.0.]), who sought to gain
ascendancy over the caliph. Sadaka was involved in
500/1106-7 in the dismissal of his wazir, Zaim al-
Ru’asa’ Ibn Djahir, who had been appointed in
496/1102-3 to the same office as his brother (Ibn al-
Tiktaka, 517; Ibn al-Djawszi, ix, 149; Ibn al-Athir, x,
251). Proof of Sadaka’s status vis-a-vis the caliph is
furnished by Ibn Khallikdn’s account of his standing
on the right of the throne at the official reception for
Muhammad and Sandjar in 495/1101-2 (loc. cit.).
After the dismissal of Zaim al-Ru’asa Ibn Djahir,
the caliph was moved to raze his house to the
ground—it had allegedly been built with the ill-
gotten gains’’ of his father (Ibn al-Djawzi, ix, 149;
Ibn al-Athir, x, 305). Nevertheless, Ibn Djahir was
reappointed as the caliph’s wazir in 502/1108-9 and
remained in office untl his death in 507/1113-14 (Ibn
al-Athir, x, 329, 349; Ibn al-Djawzi, ix, 182). The
sources say very little about al-Mustazhir in the latter
part of his reign, aclear indication that sultan
Muhammad had achieved firm political control over
him.

The advent of the Crusaders impinged very little on
al-Mustazhir’s activities. As early as 491/1097-8, the
caliph had written to Barkyardk urging him to go to
war against the Crusaders before their power
increased. This request was not fallowed up (Ibn al-
Athir, x, 191; Ibn al-Djawzi, ix, 105). Between
500/1106-7 and 505/1111-12 Syrian fugitives and
dispossessed rulers visited Baghdad seeking help
against the Crusaders, but this was barely forth-
coming. Indeed, when on one occasion the arrival of
certain Aleppan notables in Baghdad coincided with
the festivities for the caliph’s marriage to the sister of
sultan Muhammad, ‘ITsma Khatan, in 504/1110-11,
al-Mustazhir was clearly irritated and asked them to
leave (Ibn al-Kalanisi, 173). A year later, however,
after a further Syrian delegation to Baghdad,
Mawdiid was finally sent out against the Crusaders
(Ibn al-Athir, x, 340).
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CHAPTER 4
AL-MUQTADI BI-AMR ALLAH AND AL-MUSTAZHIR BILLAH

(467-512/1075-1118)

Al-Muqtadi’s Ascension and Early Relations with Malik Shih

[n the fifly years following the death of al-Qa’'im bi-Amr Allah the central
Islamic lands witnessed a series of pivotal events, both in terms of internal regional
politics as well as contact with external powers. Malik Shah b, Alp Arslan' (d.
485/1092) succeeded in establishing his supremacy as sultan of the Great Saljugs
following the death of his father in 465/1073. Helping him in this endeavor, possibly
following his own agenda, was the famous wazir Nizam al-Mulk? (d. 485/ 1092). Itis

~ beyond the scope of this study to discuss the effects these two individuals had on the

continuum of Islamic society and history; suffice it to say that during their twenty-year
“reign,” Malik Shih and Nizim al-Mulk firmly established the place of the Saljugs in
history. Beyond these larger issues, my focus will be on their relationships with al-

Mugqtadi leading up to the tragic events of 485-487/ 1092-1094. Following their deaths in

'For a brief summary of his life and career see EP, s.v. “Malikshah” by C. E.
Bosworth: VI fascs. 99-100 (1986) 273-76.

’Ibid., s.v. “Nizam al-Mulk” by C.E. Bosworth and H. Bowen: VTI fascs. 131-32
(1993) 69-73. His full name was Abd “Ali al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ishaq al-Tiisi.
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