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consulted’’, comes from the same root as miishir [q.v.],

which properly means ‘‘he who gives advice*‘. Sami
Bey regards the word miisteshar as a synonym of the old"
Turkish inal. The office was called miisteshari or more
simply miistesharlik.

Like the title mishir, that of miisteshdr was created by
Mahmud II. There were at first two miisteshars in the
grand-vizierate, one for foreign and the other for
home affairs. The latter was later replaced by a
Minister of the Interior who had in his turn a
miisteshar. The number of miisteshars gradually increas-
ed, but some less important departments had
mu‘dwins ‘‘assistants, deputies’’ (in 1296/18937 for ex-
ample there were mu“awins in the finance and police
departments). The office was retained under the
Turkish Republic and each ministry or wekalet has its
miisteshar; that of national defence has three (for army,
navy and air force).

The chief kadi of Istanbul used to have a misteshar.
According to Lutfi Efendi, the post of misteshar of the
Navy was created in 1253/1837 (Ta’rikk, v, 91) and
that of miisteshdr of the sadreyn or of the two kadi “askar
[g.0.] in 1262/1846 (viii, 127). On the honorary
grades of misteshar, cf. idem, vi, 66; cf. also 103, line
8 from below.

Misteshar is also the name given to the
“counsellors’’ of Turkish or foreign embassies or
legations. The fitle of miisteshdr awwal borne by the
ambassador himself, sent by the Sultan of Morocco to
Istanbul in 1197/1783 is inexplicable to us (cf.
Djewdet Pasha, Ta’rikh, Istanbul 1309, ii, 251; cf.
Recueil de Mémoires Orientaux de |’Ecole des Langues Orien-
tales & Paris, 1905, 6).

As to the term mishawir, a synonym of the
preceding and from the same root, it is applied to
technical advisers, whether foreigners or not, e.g.

" hukitk mishdwiri ‘‘legal adviser’ .

Bibliography: See the various Ottoman calen-
dars. The historians Ahmed Djewdet and Lutfi,
following their predecessors, give few details of the
administrative organisation. (J. DenY)
AL-MUSTARSHID sr’iiad, ABU MANSUR AL-

Fapr, ‘Abbasid caliph (reigned 512-29/1118-35),
was probably born in 486/1093-4 (though some
sources suggest a date as early as 484), the son of al-
Mustazhir [¢g.2.] and a slave girl called Lubaba. Al-
Mustarshid came to the throne after his father’s death
on 16 Rabi® II 512/6 August 1118.

The reign of al-Mustarshid coincided with a period
of intense strife amongst the Saldjuks of ‘Irdk and
western Persia after the death of sultan Muhammad
b. Malik Shah [4.0.] in 511/1118 and the accession of
his son Mahmad [¢.v.]. Apart from sultan Mahmud
and the caliph himself, the strong hand of sultan San-
djar [g.v.], the most senior member of the Saldjik
clan, often intervened from Khurasan. There is also
frequent mention of other Saldjik pretenders, as well
as a series of powerful shthnas, especially Ak Sunkur
al-Bursuki and Zangi. The interplay of these figures
with the caliph is chronicled in confusing detail and
reveals constantly shifting alliances. Al-Mustarshid
initially juggled with these factions, depending on one
group or another for military support. Later, he
espoused the more intrepid and fateful policy of trying
to rid “Irak of all these opposing forces.

The early years of al-Mustarshid’s caliphate were
dominated by his bitter feud with the Mazyadid
Dubays b. Sadaka of Hilla [see Mazvap, BaNU].

Initially, Dubays had no doubt hoped to wield influ- -

ence over the new caliph as his father Sadaka had
done with al-Mustazhir. The caliph sent warning let-
ters to Dubays reproaching him for plundering ‘Irak

during the revolt of the Saldjik prince Mas‘Gd b.
Muhammad [q.0.] against his brother, sultan
Mahmiid, in 514/1120-1. Dubays responded by com-
ing to Baghdad and threatened al-Mustarshid from
his tent pitched opposite the caliphal palace (Ibn al-
Athir, x, 397-8). At this stage al-Mustarshid, needing
military support, requested Mahmud to stay on in
Baghdad because of the threat posed by Dubays.
Mahmiid agreed and was honoured by the caliph in
a lavish ceremony (Ibn al-Djawazi, ix, 222-3) In
516/1122-3,  al-Mustarshid sent the™ shihna of
Baghdad, Ak Sunkur al-Bursuki, to drive Dubays out
of al-Hilla. This attempt proved a failure (Ibn al-
Athir, x, 423-4; Ibn al-Djawzi, ix, 232). In Muhar-
ram 517/March 1123 al-Mustarshid decided to take
matters into his own hands. Having distributed
money and weapons to the people of Baghdad, he
sallied forth in person to fight Dubays. Wearing full
caliphal regalia, al-Mustarshid stood prominently
behind the battlelines, accompanied by prayer-leaders
and Kur’an readers. He scored a resounding victory
against Dubays and returned triumphantly to
Baghdad on the Day of ‘Ashiira® (Ibn al-‘Adim,
Bughya, 227-8; Ibn al-Athir, Atdbegs, 25-6; Ibn al-
Djawazi, ix, 235, 242-3). The caliph also humiliated
Dubays by writing to his father-in-law, the Artukid
Nadjm al-Din Il Ghazi, ordering him to annul
Dubays’ marriage with Il Ghazi’s daughter (Ibn al-
‘Adim, Bughya, 226). Even after Dubays had fled from
‘Irak and fallen into the hands of Biri, the ruler of
Damascus, al-Mustarshid remorselessly pursued him,
sending the caliphal katib al-insha’, Tbn al-Anbari, to
bring the prisoner to him. Dubays, however, had
already been handed over to Zangi, who released him
(Ibn al-Kalanisi, 230; Ibn al-Adim, Bughya, 249, 256;
Ibn al-Athir, x, 470-1; Sibt b. al-Djawzi, 135-6).

The growing assertiveness of al-Mustarshid clearly
alarmed Mahmid’s shihna, Yirin-Qiish, who clashed
openly with the caliph in 519/1125-6. Yirin-Qiish
visited the sultan and warned him that the caliph was
no longer docile and that he would not tolerate the
sultan’s interference in Baghdad (Ibn al-Djawzi, ix,
255-6). Sultan Mahmud advanced rapidly, ignoring
the excuses fabricated by al-Mustarshid to delay his
arrival. After skirmishes between the troops of caliph
and sultan, al-Mustarshid sued for peace. Before leav-
ing Baghdad on 10 Rabi® II 520/5 May 1126,
Mahmid took the precaution of appointing a new
shifna, Zangi, to keep a close eye on the caliph (Ibn al-
Athir, x, 447-50; Atdbegs, 28-31; al-Husayni, 97; Ibn
al-Azrak, 51).

In the complicated power struggle which followed
sultan Mahmud’s death in Shawwal 525/August-Sep-
tember 1131 and the short reign of his brother, sultan
Toghril, Sandjar’s appointee (526/1132-529/1134),
al-Mustarshid behaved in a quietly subversive way
and played off the various factions against each other,
no doubt in an attempt to increase his own power.
Several earlier caliphs had practised such brinkman-
ship. But in the case of al-Mustarghid, an inflated
sense of his own importance coupled with his
awareness of Saldjik division at this critical point
made a dangerous combination, and his own rash
(perhaps even bellicose) personality tipped him’ over
the brink and precipitated an adventure that was to be
fatal to him. When Sandjar attempted to instal
Toghril as sultan, al-Mustarshid urged Toghril’s
brothers, Mas‘id and Saldjik Shah, to rebel. Sandjar -
responded by launching Zangl and Dubays into an
attack on Baghdad (Ibn al-Athir, x, 476-7; Atabegs,
44). The caliph defeated them on 27 Radjab 526/13
June 1132. It is interesting to note that Usama [see
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Abstract

This paper deals with the endeavor of the Abbasid
caliph al Mustarshid bi-Illah who attempted to get-
rid of the restrictions imposed upon his predecessors
for a long period. It provids a brief historical review
of the most important events which proceeded this
endeavor. Then, the study highlights it’s accompa-
nied social, economic, and political developments.
Also, it points out the Caliph’s conflict with the var-
ious powers including the Seljuqids who did not tolo—
rate his ambitions.
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Accessxon of Mustarshid

Mustahzar was succeeded by his son Abu Mausur al-Fazal. On
accession he assumed the surname of Mustarshid. He was 27 years
old at the time of his accession. A step brother of Mustarshid,
Abul Hasan did not take the oath, and fled to Dabis b Sadaga
the Amir of Hilla. The Amir welcomed him. Mustarshid sent a
message to Abul Hasan to return to Baghdad. He instead went to
Wasit and captured it. Mustarshid sent a force to Wasit., Abul
Hasan was taken captive and brought to Baghdad. He was
pardoned by Mutarshid and granted favour.

Dabis b Sadaqa

During the caliphate of Musharshid Dabis b Sadaga the Amir
of Hilla gave considerable trouble to the administration. Sultan
Muhammad had, in an expedmon against Hilla, killed its ruler Sadaqa.
Dabis the ruler of Hilla on coming to power vowed vengeance for the
murder of his father. He raided the various cities of Baghdad
across the borders of Hilla, and resorted to loot and plunder. A
force was sent against Dabis, and he ‘was forced to withdraw to
Hilla. Dabis asked for conciliation; but his request was not granted
by the Sultan, and the Caliph.

_ Amir, Agsangar of Mosul was commissioned to take military
action against Dabis. In the action that followed Agsanqar was
defeated. After his victory | Dabis once again sued for conciliation,
This time the .Caliph agreed to grant him amnesty, and allowed
him to'retain his territory. For a time there was a cordiality of
relationship between the Caliph and Dabis. Abu Ali a step brother
of Dabis was the Minister. of the Caliph. Dabis made the Caliph

References :
1. Short History of the Saracens © Ameer Ali.
2, History of the Arabs : Philip K. Hitti.
3. History of the Islamic Peoples : Brockellman.
4. History of the Caliphs : Suyuti.
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Accession of Al-Raashid

On the assassination of Mustarshid his son Abu Jafar Mansur
became the Caliph. He assumed the surname of “Al-Raashid”’. He
was twenty years at the time of his accession.

Deposition of Al-Raashid

At the outset of his reign, al-Raashid developed differences with
Sultan Masud. Al-Raashid held Sultan Masud responsible for the
humiliation and murder of his father Mustarshid, and chafed under
the urge to take revenge. Many Seljuk Amirs opposed to Sultan
Masud took shelter with the Caliph at Baghdad. Even Daud, whom
Sultan Masud had married his daughter ‘by way of conciliation
revolted against the authority of Sultan Masud, and joined the rebel
Seljuk Amirs at Baghdad. The Caliph repudiated the Sultanate
of Masud and declared Daud as the Sultan. The name of Sultan
Masud was accordingly omitted from the Khutba in Baghdad, and
was substituted by the name of Sultan Daud.

Sultan Masud sent an emissary to Baghdad for the purpose of
negotiation with the Caliph. The negotiations failed, and Sultan
Masud marched at the head of a force to Baghdad. The Sultan
besieged Baghdad, but failed to capture it. He raised the siege
after two months and withdrew. A few months later after mustering
more forces Sultan Masud attacked Baghdad again. This time
things worked out to the disadvantage of the Caliph. His allies
except Imad-ud-Din Zangi of Mosul left him. Unable to withstand
the forces of Sultan Masud, al-Raashid left Baghdad for Mosul
along with Imaduddin Zangi.

After capturing Baghdad, Sultan Masud declared al-Raashid to

References :
1. Short History of the Saracens : Ameer Ali.
2. History of the Arabs : Phillip K. Hitti.
3. History of the Caliphs : Suyuti.
4. History of the Islamic Peoples : Brockellman.
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ZAYNAB Br. DJAHSH — ZAYT 485

Zaynab was friendly with ‘A’isha [g.2], and sup-
portive of her during the so-called “affair of the lie”
(hadith al-ifk). Her charity was famed, as “the longest-
handed” of the Prophet’s wives; ‘Umar allotted to her
a large stipend, but when she died (according to Ibn
Sa‘d, in 20/641), she was penniless, having given it
all to the poor.

In medieval Christendom, the episode of Muham-
mad’s infatuation with Zaynab and his compelling
Zayd b. Haritha to divorce her, was made much
of by anti-Muslim propagandists (cf. L. Marracci,
Prodromus ad refutationem Alcorani, Padua 1691, 562;
N. Daniel, Islam and the West, the making of an tmage,
Edinburgh 1960, 31, 97-100, 292). Reacting to this,
modern Muslim apologists and biographers of the
Prophet have endeavoured to place it in a more
favourable light (cf. Muhammad Husayn Haykal, Hayat
Muhammad, Cairo 1936, 307 ff.,; M. Lings, Muham-
mad, his life based on the earliest sources, London 1983,
212-14).

Bibliography: Tbn Hisham, 734, tr. Guillaume,
495-6; Ibn Sa‘d, viii, 71-82, Baladhuri, Ansab al-
ashraf, i, ed. M. Hamidullah, Cairo 1959, 433-7;
Ibn Kutayba, Ma‘nf, ed. ‘Ukkasha, 215, 457, 555;
Tabari, i, 1772-3, tr. LK. Poonawala, The History
of al-Tabari. IX. The last years of the Prophet, Albany
1990, 134; Ibn Hadjar, [saba, vii, 667-70; F. Buhl,
Das Leben Muhammeds, Leipzig 1930, 282, 361; Nabia
Abbott, Ayesha, the beloved of Mohammed, Chicago
1942, 16-21, 46-7, 98-9; W.M. Watt, Muhammad at
Medina, Oxford 1956, 396; ‘Umar Ridid Kahhala,
Alam al-nisé’, Damascus 137971959, ii, 59-63;
M. Gaudefroy-Demombynes, Mahomet, Paris 1969,
225-7. (C.E. BosworTH)
ZAYNAB pr. KHUZAYMA b. al-Harith al-

Hilaliyya, from the tribe of ‘Amir b. Sa‘sa‘a [g.2.],
one of the Prophet’s wives, already known in
the Djahiliypa as Umm al-Masikin “Mother of the
destitute” from her charitable activities. Her first hus-
band divorced her, and her second one, ‘Ubayda b.
al-Harith, was killed fighting at Badr [¢.0.]. Muhammad
then married her in either 4/626 or the preceding
year when she was about 30 years old, and gave her
a dowry of 400 dirhams; but according to al-Balaghuri,
she died eight months later at the end of Rabi® Il
4/early October 625. She was buried in the ceme-
tery of Baki® al-Gharkad [g.0.].

Bibliography: Ibn Sa‘d, viii, 82; Baladhuri, Ansab
al-ashraf, i, ed. Hamidullah, 429; Ibn Kutayba,
Maarif, ed. “Ukkasha, 87, 135, 158; Tabarl, i,
1775-6, tr. Poonawala, 138; Ibn al-Athir, Usd al-
ghaba, v, 466-7; Nabia Abbott, Ayesha, the beloved of
Mohammed, 12; W.M. Watt, Muhammad at Medina,
Oxford 1956, 396; Kahhila, Alam al-msa’, 11, 65.

(C.E. BoswoORTH)

ZAYNAB sr. MUHAMMAD, daughter of the
Prophet by his first wife Khadidja [¢v], and
said to have been his eldest one. Before Muhammad
began his public ministry, she married a rich man of
Kuraysh from the clan of ‘Abd Shams, her maternal
cousin Abu ’1-‘As Lakit b. al-Rabi*.

She was in al-Ta’if at the time of Muhammad’s
hidira, and did not follow him to Medina. Her hus-
band, still a non-Muslim, was captured at Badr.
Zaynab sent a necklace that had belonged to her
mother Khadidja to ransom him, and the Prophet
freed him on condition that Zaynab should come to
Medina. On the way thither she was maltreated by
al-Habbar b. al-Aswad and had a fall which caused
her to miscarry; al-Habbar only escaped subsequent
punishment for this by a timely conversion to Istam.

Zaynab’s husband was taken prisoner a second time
in 6/627 during the expedition of al-Ts, and freed
by his wife’s intercession. He became a Muslim in
7/628 and was re-united with his wife by a second
marriage.

Zaynab died in Medina in 8/629. She had two
children, ‘Alf, who died in infancy, and Umama, who
married ‘AlT b. Abi Talib after Fatima’s death.

Bibliography: Ibn Hisham, 464-8, tr. Guillaume,

313-16; Ibn Sa‘d, viii, 20-4; Ibn Kutayba, Ma‘ary,

ed. “Ukkasha, 72, 127, 141-2; Baladhuri, Ansib

al-ashrdf, 1, ed. Hamidullah, 357-8, 397-401; Tabarf,

i, 1767, tr. Poonawala, 127; H. Lammens, Fdtima

et les filles de Mahomet. Notes critiques pour [étude de

la Sira, Rome 1912, index; F. Buhl, Das Leben

Muhammeds, 120; W.M. Watt, Muhammad at Mecca,

Oxford 1953, 38-9; idem, Muhammad at Medina,

Oxford 1956, 45, 322; Kahhala, A%m al-msa’, 1,

07-10; M. Gaudefroy-Demombynes, Mahomet, 67,
\/124—5, 233-4, 582. (V. Vacca¥®)

Al-ZAYNABI, ‘At B. TirAD (or TARRAD) b.
Muhammad, Abu ’I-Kisim Sharaf al-Din, vizier to
the two ‘Abbiasid caliphs al-Mustarshid and
al-Muktafl [gw.] in the first half of the 6th/12th
century, b. 462/1069-70, d. 538/1144.

The nisba refers to descent from Zaynab bt.
Sulayman b. ‘All b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-‘Abbas, and this
‘Abbasid descent doubtless helped al-Zaynabi's father
Tirad or Tarrad, called Dhu ’l-Sharafayn, to secure
in 453/1061 the office of nakib [see NAKIB AL-ASHRAF|
of the Hashimi shasifs and also to pursue a career in
diplomacy on behalf of the caliphs. ‘Alf inherited this
office after his father’s death in 491/1098 and in 517/
1123 combined it with the nzkdba of the ‘Alids also. He
eventually acquired the lakab of Nizam al-Hadratayn
from his liaison work between the two courts of the
‘Abbiasids and the Saldjik sultans in Baghdad.

He had already functioned as vizier to the caliph
in fact if not in name, when in Rabi‘ II 523/March-
April 1129 he formally became vizier to al-Mustarshid
until succeeded by his bitter rival Antishirwan b.
Khalid [g2] in 526/1132. Al-Mustarshid was mur-
dered and his son al-Rashid [¢.».] succeeded him in
529/1135, but the new caliph was deposed after a
year by a fatwa of the ulama@’ and fukahd’ at the insti-
gation of al-Zaynabfi; on the intervention of the Saldjuk
sultan Mas‘Gd b. Muhammad [g.0.], al-Muktafl was
made caliph with al-Zaynabi as his vizier {530/1136).
The two men soon quarrelled, however; al-Zaynabl
sought the protection of the sultan but was dismissed
in 334/1139-40. He was soon afterwards reconciled
to al-Muktafi and was able to return to Baghdad. He
died there in straitened circumstances on 1 Ramadan
538/8 March 1144, but, says al-Safadi, he had never-
theless continued to pay allowances he had custom-
arily made (idrar) to all his dependents and protégés.

Al-Zaynabi is conventionally praised in the sources
for his piety and good works, and was the mamdih
of such poets of the time as Haysa Baysa [g.2.].

Bibliography: Ibn al-Djawzi, AMuntazam, ix-x

{death notice at x, 109); Sam‘ani, Ansdb, ed. Hayda-

rabad, vii, 372; Ibn al-Athir, x-xi, years 491, 501,

512, 516-17, 522-3, 526, 529-32, 534, 536, 538;

Ibn Khallikan, ed. ‘Abbas, iv, 454, w. de Slane,

i, 151, cf. 154; Safadi, Waft, xxi, ed. Muhammad

al-Hugairi, Wiesbaden 1988, 155-6, with other bio-

graphical sources indicated at 155 n. 105; Ibn al-

Tiktaka, Fakhri, ed. Derenbourg, 411-18, Eng. tr.

Whitting, 295-9. (C.E. BoswoRrTH)

ZAYT (A.), in the classical lexicon, the oil or ex-
pressed juice of the olive {(zaptan [g.r], botanical
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SELCUKLU-HILAFET MUNASEBETLERINDE BIR
DONUM NOKTASI:

HALIFE EL-MUSTERSID’IN KATLI MESELESI

Osman G. OZGUDENLI™

1

Abbisi halifelerinin siyasi-idari yetkilerinin kisitlanarak, sadece dinf birer
reis durumuna gelmeleri Selguklular’in Yakindogu’da ortaya ¢ikisindan ¢ok
daha 6nceki bir donemde vuku bulmustur’. Ilk Selguklu Sultanlari, daha
devletin kurulusundan itibaren, Siinni hilafet makamina biiylik bir saygi ve
baghlik gdstermekle birlikte, higbir zaman siyasi héakimiyetlerinden 06diin
verme, ya da onu bagkalariyla paylagma yoluna gitmemis]erdirz.

Oysa, halife el-Mistazhir’in 512/1118 yilindaki &liimiiyle hilafet
makammna gegen oglu el-Miistersid, Abbasiler’in Buveyhiler devrinden beri
unuttuklan diinyevi-siyasi hdkimiyetlerini canlandirabilmek igin bir takim
faaliyetlere girismistir. O evveld, siyasi zemini de uygun gorerek, 516/1123
yilinda Mezyediler’den Dubeys b. Sadaka iizerine sefer diizenlemis ve onu
yenmeye muvaffak olmustur. Bu durumda, Irak Selguklu hiikiimdar1 Sultan
Mahmid’un kardesi Melik Tugrul ile birlesen Dubeys, halifeye kargt yine de
giigsiiz kalinca, Biiyiik Selguklu hitkiimdari Sultan Sencer’e sigmmustir. Sultan
Mahmifid ise, muhalif Tugrul’a karsi, menfaatlerinin birlestigi halife ile bir
ittifak yapma yoluna gitmistir. Bu arada, Sultan Sencer’in kiziyla evlenmek

* 1992-1993 Ogretim Yilindaki Yiiksek Lisans egitimim esnasinda beni bu galismayr hazirlamaya
tesvik eden rahmetli hocam Prof. Dr. Coskun Alptekin (1942-1998)'i saygiile antyorum.
** Yard. Dog. Dr., Marmara Universitesi Tiirkiyat Arastirmalar: Enstitiisti, (Istanbul).
' H. Busse, Calif und Gross Kénig. Die Buyiden im Iraq, Beirut 1969, s. 131-145; C. Brockelmann,
Islam Uluslari ve Devletleri Tarihi, Tirkge terc. N. Cagatay, Ankara 1992, s. 127-128.
2 Selguklu devri halife-sultan miinasebetlerinin ana hatlar igin bkz. M.A. Koymen, Selcuklu Devri
Tiirk Tarihi, Ankara 1989, s. 164-205.
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AL-MUSTARSHID BILLAH, AL-RASHID BILLAH, AND

AL-MUQTAFI LI-AMR ALLAH (512-555/1118-1160)

Al-Mustarshid’s Rise and the Abid al-Hasan Affair

Following the deaths of Muhammad b. Malik Shah (d. 511/1118) and al-
Mustazhir billah (d. 512/1118) the situations for both the Saljuq Sultanate and Abbasid
Caliphate changed drastically. The period following Malik Shah’s death (d.485/1092), as
we have discussed, was one of extended warfare, changing alliances, and emerging
power bases throughout the central Islamic lands. Following Barkydruq’s death in
498/1105, his half-brother, Muhammad b. Malik Shah, set about stabilizing his position
in the war-torn countryside around Baghdad while Sanjar b. Malik Shih (Muhammad’s
full brother) secured his position in Khuridsin and the East.

The threat of civil war and inter-familial fighting had not disappeared; rather it
was in temporary recession. C. E. Bosworth mentions that upon the death of Muhammad
the divisive forces inherent in the Saljuq system of rule were again unleashed:

“Centrifugal tendencies were always likely to appear within an empire like that of the

290



	Button91: 
	Button92: 


