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ABSTRACTA IRANICA, XXV]I, 2003 TEHERAN, PP- “2‘“1 12

243, RANTBAR, Mohammad-*Alf.- Mosa ‘Sa‘fyin. Mahiyat-e fekif-ejtema’ va

i farAyand-e tahavollat- tarihf. Tehrin, Aga, 1382/2003, 394 p., bibliography, i‘hdf‘:x.‘

This study, begun as a doctoral ‘dissertation subniitted ‘to the Tarbiyat-e Modarres

o ,Uni"vérsitvy in Tehran in 1379/2000, fully deserves the prize it won for being cne of the
“year's best stidies on Tranian history. Not only does it advance our knowleédge of the
- intriguing dynasty of the Moa'%a" immeasurably by drawing on a number of manuscript
sources, such as the Tdrihi-e' Mosa 'Sa Tyin; and, for the ideological uaderpinnings, Sayyed
'Méhﬁitnmad b. Fallah's Kalam al:Mahdi Tt also represents a sophisticated study of the
religious and social makéup of the dynasty, its interaction with the centmal Safavid

government, and its development until ‘the -late 17th century, when the area erupted in

turmoil and the dynasty dissolved.

The book is divided into three patts.. Part’ orie discusses the physical, political, and_
religious landscape.of southwest Ian and lower Irag prior to the establishment of the
Safavid state in {501. Ample attention is paid here to the heterodox tendencies inherent in
groups such the HoriifY, the Niirbah§ and the Ahl-e 2qq, all three contributors to the radical
Shi‘i jdeology of the Mosa‘3a°, which, as.the atthor argues, centred on the divinity of ‘Ali
as crafted by-Sayyed Mohammad b. ‘Fallah: (d. 879/1465-66), the founder of the movement.
Part two discusses the rise of the Mo¥a'8a, which began as an essentially tribal .Arab
movement concentrated in the marshes that straddle lower Iraq and Khuzestan, and the
process by which the area fell under the sway of the Safavids following Shah Isma‘il’s
expedition to the region in the early 16th. century. Part three represents a fine-grained
examination of the nature and evolution of subsequent relations between the Mosa'3a* and
the central Safavid government. In their capacity as vals, regional governors, the mlers of
the Mo¥a3a* continued  to enjoy a large measure of independence from the central stite.

" Still, the author argues, the Shi‘ism professed by them changed considerably in the process,
moving increasingly closer to the Itna-*asarf version propagated by the Safavids. RM:
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672 . MUSHARAKA — MUSHASSHA®
misconduct. Such securities are in fact demanded by Musha‘sha® began to challenge the weakened

certain Islamic banks and other financial institutions
as a precondition of the partnership.

To trace the history of the musharaka through a
study of the “nan (limited investment partnership) in
the various schools of Islamic law—in which a single
term or expression can, at times, be found to be used
in different or amblguous senses—is clearly beyond
the scope of the present article.

Bibliography: 1. Primary sources. See for
these the Bibl. to MUFXWADA. 2. Studies. N.A.
Saleh, Unlawful gain and legitimate profit in Islamic law,
Cambridge 1986, of which the bibliography is a
good guide to both primary and secondary sources
(123-6); idem, The general principles of Saudi Arabian
and Omani company laws, Namara, U.K. 1981,
notably 62- 9 on the detaxls of the distribution of pro-
fits and losses. A.L. Udovitch, Partnership and profit
in medieval Islam, Princeton 1970, provides material
that is essential to the understanding of the early
development of the concept of partnership in
Islamic law. On the use of the term mushdraka to
translate the technical term ‘‘participation’’ in the
(non-Islamic) context of health and accident
insurance, see N. Ghattas, 4 dictionary of economics,
business & finance: English-Arabic with an Arabic
glossary, Beirut 1982, 404. (J.D. Larnawm)
MUSHASSHAS, a Shi‘f Arab dynasty of the town

of Hawiza [g.0.] or Huwayza in Khizistan
(“Arabistan).

The founder of the dynasty, Sayyid Muhammad b.
Faldh, claimed to be a descendant of the Seventh
Im3m Miisa al-Kazim [g.v.]. He was born at Wasit
and studied with Shaykh Ahmad b. Fahd at Hilla.
The 9th/15th century was an important phase in the
history of Shi‘i ghuldt extremism. But it was also
characterised by a rising tendency towards folk Islam,
propelled by regional forces in an increasingly
fragmented power structure. In his environment
Sayyid Muhammad developed strong views about his
messianic mission; Shaykh Ahmad excommunicated
him (takfir) but failed to have him executed by the
Amir of “Ubada, as he pretended to be a Sunni Safi.

One year before the death of Shaykh Ahmad in
840/1436 (Kasrawx Tarikh-i pansad sala-y: Khizistan, 9;
not 828/1424 as in Shashtari, Madialis al-mu’minin, i,
395), he announced his mission (zzhdr) among thc
Arab tribes of the Band Sulama, Tayyi> and Sudan in
the marshy neighbourhood of Wisit. Although
defeated in 844/1440, he devastated Shawka and con-
verted the Nays, a clan of the Ma‘adi tribe, in the
Dib area, forcing them to exchange their cattle for
arms. Sayyid Muhammad continued to fight against
the local lords of Djazd’ir. Finally, after a heavy
defeat by the governor of Wisit he turned towards
Huwayza which was in the hands of Shaykh Djalal b.
Abi 1 Khayr Djaza’ir1, a representative of the
Timirid prince-governor of Fars, ‘Abd Allzh. Sayyid
Muhammad and his son Mawla CAlT conquered this
strategically important place (except for the citadel)
on 4 Ramadan 845/16 January 1442. The lord of
Baghdad, Ispand b. Kara Ydsuf Kara Koyunlu,
exploiting the weakened position of the Timirid rule
in the eastern part of Persia, defeated Sayyid Mubham-
mad, but the latter overpowered the Kara Koyunlu
'garrison after Ispand b. Kara Ydsuf had.left for
Basra. Although Ispand, who had converted to
Shi‘ism in 840/1436-7, was not in a position to pre-
vent the Mushasha® continuing their missionary
activities among the ‘Arab tribes in Khzistin and
southern °Irdk, it was only after his death in 848/1444,
and that of Shahrukh three years later, that the

authority of the Kara Koyunlu in middle ‘Irak.
Sayyid Mawla ‘Al attacked Wisit in 858/1454 after
Djahan Shah Kara Koyunlu had appointed his son
Pir Budak governor of Fars but had not provided him
with sufficient military forces for the defence of

aghdad. The Musha‘sha® sacked Nadjaf and
desecrated the shrine of the Imam €Alf b. Abf Talib.

The devastation of the adjacent areas of Baghdad
only came to an end when an army of Djahin-Shah
Kara Koyunlu forced him to retreat. Finally, he was
killed in the river Riid-i Kurdistan (Tab) when cam-
paigning in Kih Gildya against Pir Budak in
861/1456-7 (Kasrawl, Tarikh, 17-19). In the same
year, Sayyid Muhammad was forced to take the field
against Amir Nasir b. Faradj Allah who had moved
from Baghdad to destroy the Musha‘sha®. With his
defeat near Wasit, their supremacy was finally estab-
lished in Khizistdn and southern ¢Irik. In the last
years of his life, Sayyid Muhammad was mainly
occupied with writing his Kur’an commentaries and
prayers. He died in 870/1465-6 (less likely 866/1461-
2, according to Sayyid “All b. ‘Abd Alldh in the
history of his family).

The doctrines of Sayyid Muhammad. The etymology of
the word mushasha® is not clear. It may be connected
with the notion of light, radiation, less possibly intox-
ication, although it could refer to mystical exaltation.
According to the Madjdlis al-mu’minin, the Musha‘sha“
practised a dhtkr which enabled them to perform
extraordinary acts.

The Kalam al-Mahdi’ by Sayyid Muhammad, the
major source for examining the doctrine of the early
Musha‘sha®, expounds ideas about Mahdism. The
terminology used clearly comprises that of an esoteric

‘sect. According to it, ‘All and the Prophet Muham-

mad are the revolving mystery (al-sirr al-da’ir) in
heaven and on earth. Muhammad as the messenger
was the embodiment (hidiab) of the truth (hakika),
which unlike the embodiment does not change its
place. The body can become personalised but the
truth remains in its unvaried state.

After initially showing some caution, Sayyid
Muhammad clearly expounded his mission as the
Mahdi, declaring that he functioned like Muhammad
and any other prophet. The ideas of Sayyid Al
appear to have been more extreme. According to
Shashtarl (Madalis al-mu’minin, ii, 399-400), he
claimed to be the incarnation of Imam Ali, amir al-
mu’minin, a claim which raised considerable criticism
among the leading ‘ulama? in Baghdad, as an ensuing
correspondence between them and Sayyid Muham-
mad indicates (Kasrawi, Tarikh, 31).

Subsequent history. Sayyid Muhammad’s son and
successor Sultdn Muhammad strengthened the power
of the Musha®sha® further. His rule extended into the
area of Luristdn, the land of the Bakhtiyari and Faylt
Lurs, and a larger part of al-Djaza’ir; even the area
around Baghdad seems to have temporarily fallen
under his control. He also attracted the attention of
scholars like Mawlana Shams al-Din Muhammad
Astarabadi. The Shi‘f doctrine, now less extreme, was
successfully spread throughout the area. A major role
was played by the Marashi sayyids [g.0.], of whom a
branch had come from their homeland Mazandarin
and settled in Shishtar, led by Diya’> al-Din Nar
Allah al-Husayn al-Mar‘ashi al-Shashtari, whose
grandson was Kadi Nar Aliah, the author of the
Madialis al-mu’minin (Sayyid ‘Abd Allah Nimat Allah
al-Husayni, Kitab-i Tadhkira-y: Shishtar, 35).

The end of the reign of Sayyid Muhsin coincided
with the rise of Safawid power under Shah Isma‘il
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