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YA AND THE YAMANI UPRISING OF
1904-1907

Introduction

The re-establishment of Ottoman sovereignty over the Yamani
Tihamah in 1849 and its extension to the highlands in 1872 was fiercely
resisted by the Yamanis.! At first opposition took the form of rather isolated
‘ revolts under the leadership of tribal shaykhs, sometimes in alliance with

A st P s B Y S B S Pl e et e et

“ R i neighbouring tribes, but, more often by a single tribe under its paramount
g_r/ o/l 7] [? G /a/ oy :/f el G ,./ f;).:' 1y ,,Z £ /Z VA fﬁ?néu/, 3, /3 7 '/ 74, shaykh. On the rare occasions Imam Muhammad al-Manstir (1890-1904) was
7 4 g able to raise several tribes they were usually those of the Hashid

fsqQm D /\—Q Confederation.
57 ﬁi In the early years of the twentieth century two men were able to
QZ/ 7 7 dominate resistance to the Turkish occupation and for the first time what may

[

be termed a national leadership developed. These two men, Sayyid

J«s Muhammad al-Idrisi and Imam Yahya b. Imam Muhammad al-Manstr, both
“ commanded immense respect, but instead of cooperating against the common
enemy, soon became bitter enemies themselves as a result of their conflicting
territorial claims to land seized from the Turks. ‘
Imam Yahya from his mountain strongholds in Hashid territory to the

north and northwest of ‘Amran and Sayyid Muhammad from his head-
5 quarters in the village of Sabya near Jizan in present day Sa‘ddi Arabia,
' obtained the willing allegiance of tens of thousands of tribesmen who bitterly
resented Turkish misrule and corruption and the loss of the their
independence.
Throughout its history, Yaman has not only stubbornly resisted all

i attempts to subjugate it, but has also fiercely struggled to defend the integrity

i

k}

o 5;@ ‘?‘W p%wzaéf

N s

s T e,

‘ ) % of its frontiers. This attachment to its independence, however, fails to account
. r*mfgi k. for the tribal support given to Imam Yahya in his campaigns against the.
A1l Ysen - i s
! Turks. )

The Zaydi Imams of Yaman claim an illustrious genealogy: among
Imam Yahya’s direct descendants were several imams who had successfully
g fought to maintain Yamani independence and eject foreign invaders. He was
i also a direct descendant of the Prophet Muhammad through ‘Ali b. Abi Talib,
' husband of the Prophet's daughter Fatimah: he also claimed descent from the
2 rulers of pre-Islamic South Arabia. It was his conviction that his territories

i lEora general survey of Yamani opposition to the Turkish occupation see J. Baldry, "Al-Yaman
5 and the Turkish Occupation, 1849-1914", Arabica xxili, fasc. 2, pp- 156-196.
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Hamid al-Din (1869-1948) and Yemeni-Jewish
Migration from Palestine to the United States

Menashe Anzi and Kerstin Hiinefeld

The past years have seen an increasing interest in the social history of the Jews
of Yemen during the 19th and 20th centuries, involving a shift from conceiving
of the Jews as a homogenous group removed from broader society and limiting
consideration to their internal community matters only, to focusing instead
on the community’s heterogeneity and its interaction with Muslim society.
This latter approach includes growing attention to the Islamic legal basis of
government rulings that had an impact on the Jews’ situation, as well as to
contacts between Jewish and Muslim actors in both the Zaydi imamate and
the tribal regions in Yemen.! It is these issues that the present article seeks to
explore. :

Research on the Jews of Yemen and other parts of the Islamic world sheds
new light on various aspects of social and political dynamics in predomi-
nantly Muslim societies. Because the study of local Jewry is intertwined with
its Islamic and regional context, “Jewish” sources can reveal insights into such
“Islamic” matters as the actual practice of $ari‘a law, internal and external poli-
tics and tensions, Islamic legal discussions, and even the struggle for legislative

1 See, e.g, Bernard Haykel, Revival and Reform in Islam: The Legacy of Muhammad al-Shawkani,
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2003, pp. 115—125. Haykel points to a connection
between political tensions among Muslim legal scholars and the expulsion of the Jews of
San‘d’ in the 17th century CE. Cf. also Pieter Sjoerd van Koningsveld, Joseph Sadan, and Qasim
al-Samarrai, Yemenite Authorities and Jewish Messianism, Leiden, Leiden University, Faculty
of Theology, 1990. Studies that focus on the Jews' situation but also take into account the
larger Yement society include Isaac Hollander, Jews and Muslims in Lower Yemen: A Study in
Protection and Restraint 1918-1949, Leiden, Brill, 2005, and Mark S. Wagner, “Jewish Mysticism
on Trial in a Muslim Court: A Fatwd on the Zohar—Yemen 1914”, Die Welt des Islams 47 (2007),
Pp- 207-231. For Islamic writings on the Jews' legal status, cf. Yosef Tobi, “The Attempts to
Expel the Jews from Yemen in the 18th Century”, in Judaeo-Yemenite Studies: Proceedings of the
Second International Congress, ed. E. Isaac and Y. Tobi, Princeton, Institute of Semitic Studies,
Princeton University, 1999, pp. 41-64, and other publications by the same authors.
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power. At the same time, an understanding of the particular region and the
specifics of Islamic jurisprudence as it relates to non-Muslims and perceptions
of legitimate Islamic leadership can provide a deeper understanding of the
Jews' living conditions.

The study of the Jews of Yemen and other Islamic countries has been stunted
by the inability of scholars to gain access to extant sources because of state
politics. Many documents on Jews of the Islamic world in the modern period
are located in private and state archives in Israel, others in countries at odds
with Israel’s political leadership. Researchers from both regions often cannot
personally visit the archives of interest to them and hence cannot gain access
to either the primary source material or to published books and catalogues that
have not made their way into international libraries.

In this article we analyze source material related to Jewish-Yemeni migra-
tion from Palestine to the United States related to an official statement made
by Imam Yahya Hamid al-Din in 1348/1937 ordering “all the judges and gover-
nors in the imami land” not to confirm documents that include Hebrew script.?
As documents of this kind had been confirmed by the imam before then, we
explore the question of what led Imam Yahya to change this practice. In addi-
tion to the text of the official announcement, we review two Jewish birth cer-
tificates written in Palestine and sent to Yemen for confirmation, as well as a
letter written in Yemen and sent to Palestine as Zionist intelligence informa-
tion. These documents are presented at the end of the article in facsimile form,
with a transcription and English translation. In order to identify the contextual
background of the present case, we take into account both Zaydi jurisprudence
concerning the treatment of non-Muslim minorities, on the one hand, and the
ideals of good governance and legitimate rule, on the other, as well as the for-
eign and internal politics of Imam Yahya.

This case study follows our previous research on the Jews in Yemen, in which
we question such widely adopted concepts as the idea of the “passive dimmi”
and the perception of the relationship of protection as nothing more than
a bipolar relationship defined by written regulations and prohibitions.®> We

2 Cf al-Imdn, Ramadan 1356 [ /November 1937] (nx. 135), p. 3.

3 See, e.g. Menashe Anzi, “Ha$pa‘at ha-temurot ha-mediniot ‘al yehude $an‘a be-resit ha-me’ah
ha-‘esrim’, in Mi-Tuv Yosef: Yosef Tobi Jubilee Volume. Part Two: The Jews of Yemen: History
and Culture, ed. A. Oettinger and D. Bar-Maoz, Haifa, Merkaz le-heqer ha-tarbut ha-yehudit
bi-Sefarad uve-arsot ha-Islam, 201, pp. 95-124; Kerstin Hiinefeld, “The Imam Is Responsible
For Me Before God!-~—The Dimension of Protection (Dhimma) Granted by Imam. Yahya to the
Jews of Yemenr, in Mi-Tuy Yosef, pp. Ixxxdi~cii. :
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