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Person or personge: Take heed of the day
when one person shall not avail another person
(nafs) nor shall intercession be accepted:

“And guard yourselves against a day when no
soul will in aught avail another, nor will
intercession be accepted from it, nor will
compensation be received from it, nor will they
be helped” (2:48).

When you (Prophet Moosa) killed a person
(nafsan) and fell into a dispute.

“And (remember) when ye slew a man and
disagreed concerning it and Alldh brought forth
that which ye were hiding” (2:72).

Every person (Nafs) shall lie in pledge for what
be has earned.

“Every soul is a pledge for its own deeds”

(74:38).

Here, ‘Nafs’ has necessarily been rendered
as ‘person’ because in the verses that follow
these ‘Nafs’ sitting in the garden (Paradise) will
ask the evil doers as to what it was which has
brought them to Hell:

“How shall it be when we gather them
(unbelievers) together on a day that is certain
to come when every (Nafs) will receive the
reward without being wronged” (3:25).

Kindred or fellow beings:

“Shed no blood amongst you nor-turn your
fellow-beings (anfusakum) out of your homes”
(2:84).
“So wrong not your fellow-beings (anfusakum)
therein (sacred months)” (9:36).

Species kind:
“Allah has provided mates for you of your
own kind (min anfusikum’y” (16:72).

Said Prophet Musa said about the Self:

“Will you eujoin good deeds on others and
forget vour own self (anfusukum)...” (2:44).

Encyclopaedia of the Holy Qui’dn

Mind and Heart:

“And hearts (anfus) are prone to greed
(avarice)” (4:128).

“For you know what is in my heart (Nafsi)
though I know not what is in Your heart
(nafsika)” (5:116).

“And when they (brothers of Prophet Yusuf)
entered (the city) in the manner their father
(The Prophet Yaqub) had enjoined, it did not
profit them in the least against the plan of
‘Allah. It was but a necessity of (Prophet)
Yuqub’s heart (nafs) which he discharged”
(12:68).

Distinguishing power:

“(Call to witness) the Nafs (distinguishing
power) and its perfect balance. And its
enlightenment as to its wrong and to its right.
“Truly he succeeds who purifies it (by utilising
its distinguishing power) and he fails
who corrupts it (by letting it trust by dlsuse)”
(91:7-10).

Lust, vain desires, or false pride:

“But he who entertained the fear of standing
before His Lord and restrained his self which
is prone to evil from lust or vain desires”
(79:40).

“Nor do I clear my own self (of blame). Verily
the ‘nafs’ is prone to evil unless my Lord do
bestow His mercy...” (12:53).

“Remember, (the Prophet) Musa said: My
people! by taking this calf you have done harm
to your own selves (anfisakum)” (2:54).

Progeny or coming generation:

“but (plan) before-hand for you progeny (li-
anufusakum) and heed Allah> (2:223).

According to Dr. Fazlur Rahman:

“Such phrases as al-nafs al-mutma-inna
(82:27) and al-nafs al-Lawwama’ (75:2)
(usually translated as ‘The satisfied soul and
the blaming soul’) are best understood as

4 C
[

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE HOLY QUR'AN, VOL. III (EDIT. N. K.
Singh, A. R. Agwan), DELHI 2000. pp. 757

. IsAM KTP 79717.

The Nation

states, aspects, dispositions or tendencies of

the human personality. These may well be

regarded as mental (as distinguished from

‘physical’ in nature, provided the ‘mind’ is

not construed as a separate substance”.

The word Nafs is often rendered as ‘soul’
or spirit. It should, however, be clear from the
above that nowhere in the Qur’dn is the word
Nafs used to mean soul or spirit.
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Jansen, J.J.G., The Interpretation of the Qur’an in
Modren Egypt, Leiden, 1974, 40-1.
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Nafi, Abd al-Rahman b. Abi
‘Nu‘aym al-Lay thi

(the Qur’4n Readers)

bd al-Rahman b. Abi Nu‘aym al-Lay thi

afi was one of the seven canonical

Qur’an ‘readers’. He was born in Medina and

died there in 169/785 (other dates between 150/

767 and 170/786 are also mentioned in

biographies). He is reported to have studied
with 70 of the Tabi ‘un in Medina.

He transmitted one of the seven Qur’dn
readings which were recognised by Ibn
Mujahid. Two of his pupils, Warsh (d. 197/812)

/ .
%&éz’ 5 L5 s P

969

and Kalan (d. 220/835) are recognised as the
main tramsmitters of his reading. The
transmission of the Qur’dn from Warsh on the
authority of Nafi, is still used in the Muslim
world, especially in west Africa.

This transmission has certain noticeable
characteristics; for example it has fewer
instance of hamzat al-kat compared to the more
widespread transmission of Hafs an ‘Asim. The
actual significance of this and other variations
within the system of the ‘seven readers’ is
not certain.

Bibliography
Brockett, A., The Values of the Hafs and Warsh
transmission so for the textual History of the

Qur’dn in A Rippin Approaches to the history

of the interpretation of the Qur’an, Oxford

1988, pp. 31-45.
al-Djazari, Ion, Gayat al-nihaya fi tabakat al-Kurra’

ed, Bergstrasser, Cairo 1932-3, no 3718.

— A. Rippin

The Nation

To the question what is the Qur’anic
conception of a ‘nation’, it is difficult to
give a categorical answer. Indeed, it has been
contended in certain Islamic countires that the
Qur’an does not recognise the concept of
‘nation’ as it is understood in our times. The
Qur’dn refers to groupings of men by a number
of terms (differently translated as family, tribe,
confederation, people, community, nation) each
of which no doubt had a precise meaning in
7th-century Arabia, but none of which
corresponds exactly to the modern concept of
a ‘nation’ in the sense of a community
established within fixed boundaries and united
by ties of blood, a common language and
culture, common traditions, habits and
mentality.
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NAFI¢ 5. AL-AZRAK — NAFILA

Kharidjism. His doctrines, still rudimentary, inctud-
ed in particular isti%rad {g..], which his partisans prac-
tised shamelessly, and if one leaves aside a few details
clearly added by the Azrakis at a later time, these doc-
trines can be summed up under four headings:
separation from the quietists; putting intending
adherents of Kharidjism to the test; ‘‘excommunica-
tion’’ of those Muslims who did not make the migra-
tion to their group; and the licitness of killing the
women and children of their enemies,
Bibliography: Ash®ari, Mafkalat, Istanbul
21382/1963, 86-7 and index; Baghdadi, Fark, Cairo
1328, 62-7; Ibn Hazm, Fisal, Cairo 1321, iv, 189;
Djahiz, Hayawdn, i, 512; Tabari, index; Bala-
dhuri, Futih, 56; idem, Ansab, ivB, 95 ff;
Shahrastani, ed. Cureton, 89-91, tr. D. Gimaret
and G. Monnot, 374-80 and index; Abd Hanifa al-
Dinawari, al-dkhbar al-tiwal, 279, 282, 284;
Mas‘adi, Muradi, v, 220 = § 1993; Mubarrad,
Kamil, index; Ibn Abi 'l-Hadid, Sharh Nahd] al-
baldgha, i, 381 ff.; Ibn al-Athir, index; Yakabi,
Ta’rikh, ii, 317, 324; M.Th. Houtsma, De stryyd over
het dogma in den Islim, Leiden 1875, 28 ff; J.
Wellhausen, Diz religis-politischen Oppositionparteien,
in Abh. GW Gétt., N.S., v/2 (1901), 28 ff.,; R.E.
Briinnow, Die Charidschiten unter den ersten Omaiyaden,
Leiden 1884; Caetani, Chronographia islamica, 762;
G. Weil, Geschichte der Chalifen, index; Pellat, Le
milieu basrien, 209-11; G. Rotter, Die Umayyaden und
der zweite Biirgerkrieg (680-692), Wiesbaden 1982,
80-2. (A.J. WensiNCK*)
NAFI¢ s, ‘Ap ar-Rauman b. Abi Nufaym ar-

JBA0UR- LAYTHI, one of the seven canonical Kur’an

“‘readers’’ who was born in Medina and died there
in 169/785 (other dates between 150/767 and 170/786
are also mentioned in biographies). He is reported to

"have studied with 70 of the ta%:%n in Medina. He

transmitted one of the seven Kur’idn readings [see
kira’a] which were recognised by Ibn Mudjahid
{g.v.]. Two of his pupils, Warsh (d. 197/812) and
Kaluan (d. 220/835), are recognised as the main
transmitters of his reading. The transmission of the
Kur’an from Warsh on the authority of Naff® is still
used in the Muslim world, especially in West Africa.
This transmission has certain noticable characteris-
tics: for example, it has fewer instances of hamzat al-
kat® compared to the more widespread transmission of
Hafs “an “Asim. The actual significance of this and
other variations within the system of the ‘‘seven
readers’’ is not certain.

Bibliography: Tbn al-Djazari, Ghayat al-nihdya fr
tabakit al-kurrd®, ed. Bergstrisser, Cairo 1932-3, no.
3718; Sezgin, 1, 9-10; Néldeke, et aliz, Gesch. des
Qor., iit, 160-203; A. Brockett, The value of the Hafs
and Warsh transmissions for the textual history of the
Qur’an, in A. Rippin, Approaches to the history of the
interpretation of the Qur'an, Oxford 1988, 31-45 and
references. (A. RippIN)
NAFILA (A.), pl. nawafil, from n-f-{ ““to give some-

thing freely”’, a term of law and theology meaning:
supererogatory work.

1. The word occurs in the Kur’an in two places.
Sira XXI, 72, runs: “‘And we bestowed on him [viz.
Ibrahim] Isaac and Jacob as an additional gift”
(nafilat™). In XVII, 81, it is used in combination with
the vigils, thus: “‘And perform vigils during a part of
the night, reciting the Kur’an, as a ndfila for thee’’.

In hadith it is frequently used in this sense. ‘*For-
giveness of sins past and future was granted to him
[Muhammad] and his works were to him as
supererogatory works’” (Ahmad b, Hanbal, vi, 250).
In another tradition, it is said with reference to the

-

month of Ramadan, that God ‘‘writes down its wages

and its nawdfil even before its beginning’” (Ahmad b.
Hanbal, ii, 524). Of peculiar importance, also in a dif-
ferent respect, is the following hadith kudsi: ‘‘When
My servant seeks to approach to Me through
supererogatory works, [ finally love him. And when I
love him I become the hearing through which he
heareth, the sight through which he seeth, the hand
with which he graspeth, the foot with which he
walketh’’, etc. (al-Bukhari, Rikak, bdb 38).

Finally, the following tradition may be translated:
“Whoso performs the wudi’ [g.v.] in this way (viz. in
the way described in the foregoing part of the tradi-
tion), receives forgiveness of past sins and his salat and
his walking to the mosque are for him as a ndfila”
(Muslir, 7ahdra, trad. 8; Malik, Tahara, trad. 30). In
the parallel tradition (Muslim, lec. cit., trad. 7), the
term used is kaffira ‘‘expiation’’. This parallelism is
an indication of the effect ascribed to supererogatory
works in Muslim theology, viz. the expiation of
light sins (cf. al-Nawawl on Muslim, Gairo 1283, i,
308).

Further, it must be observed that in theological ter-
minology nafila is often applied to those works which
are supererogatory in the plain sense, in con-
tradistinction to other works which have become a
regular practice. The latter are called sunna mu’akkada,
the former ndfila or sunna zd’ida (cf. below, 2).

The place of supererogatory works in theology is
further accurately defined in the Wasiyyat Ab7 Hanifa,
art. 7: “We confess that works are of three kinds,
obligatory, supererogatory and sinful. The first
category is in accordance with God’s will, desire, good
pleasure, decision, decree, creation, judgment,
knowledge, guidance and writing on the preserved
table. The second category is not in accordance with
God’s commandment yet according to His will,
desire’” ete.

The term for supererogatory works used here is not
ndfila but fadila.

2. Ndfila is used in hadith especially as a designation
of the supererogatory salat (al-Bukhari, ‘dayn, bab 11;
Tahadidjud, »ab 5, 27). Sometimes it appears in the
combinations sal@t al-ndfila (Ibn Madja, ITkama, bdb
203) and salit al-nawdfil (al-Bukharl, Tahadidjud, bab
36).

In fikh this terminology is often, but not always fol-
lowed, the other term for the supererogatory saldts
being saldt al-tatawwu® (e.g. Abd Ishak al-Shirazi,
Kitdb al-Tanbik, ed. A.W.T. Juynboll, 26}, a term that
goes back to Kur’an II, 153, 180; IX, 80, and which
occurs also in canonical fadith (Abd Dawid has a
Kitah al-Tatawwu® in his Sunan). The whole class of
supererogatory saldts is called nawdfil as well as sunan.
Nawdfil, as a general designation of supererogatory
salats covers three subdivisions. The following jux-
tapositions may give a survey of the terminology:

sunna (ﬁhalﬂ:
Nawaful { mu’akkada tr. Guidi, 95,

mandiiba MalikT)

sunna (al-GhazalT,
Nawafil { mustahabba Ihya, i, 174,

tatawwu® Shafi)

sunna (Fatawt
Nawafil { mandiiba Alamgiriypa, i, 156,

tafawwu® Hanaf)

mu’akkada (Fagnan,
Sunan raghiba Additions, 23,

nafila Maliki)
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