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DAVID AYALON \S

L % TrE MEN oF THE SWORD (drpis- AS-SU} zm)
- N CE, ~_—"The Na@'ib as-Saltana (vice-sultan or viceroy wn Egypt) S
Until the-death of Muhammad b. Qalalin, the na’ib. as-saltana Was the
highest ranking amir in the Munluk kingdom, taking precedez;ce T!even yver the
~ atgbak. According to one source, it was he who signed, in thel namé¢ of the
sultan, the applications for fiefs (gisas), and he was authorized to gwe ont small
fiefs (igta‘at khafifa) without consulting the sultan.? Followmg a.q.other saurce,
he acted as sultan on a restricted scale, appointing the amirs and the office
holders, excepting the highest ones, such as that of wazir, of qa(li, and of privy
secretary (katib as-sirr). He could, however, propose candidates for thege posts,
" and his suggestions were but rarely overruled. During reviews he wojld ride
at the head of the army. The diwan al- jaysh was also under: his supervision ;
_ the sahib dmwan. al-jaysh (q.v., p. 66) was in close contact with him, while the
* mazir al-jaysh (q.v., p. 66) kept close contact with the sultan.® He wajs called
an-n@’ib al-kafil, an-nd'ib bi-l-hadra, kafil al-mamalik al-islamiya (or ash-sharifa),
or as-sultan ath-thani, whereas the governor of Damascus was called kafil

as-salfana, and the governors of important provinces nd’ib as- saltana aah—sha'rifa,
I

.1 Basio material in Mamluk sources dealing with the various offices is found in: [Subb, iv,

p 16-22; v, pp. 461-2; vii, pp. 168-9. Daw' ag Jubl, pp- 245-9 ; p. 343, Zubda pr. 114-15.
Husn al-Mubadara, ii, pp. 111-13.

_ 3 Ibn Iyas, ii, p. 127, 1. 5-9. Zubda, p. 112, 1. 16-21. On his functlons, see K}uta;, i, p. 215.

Jubs, iv, pp. 16-22; xi, p. 134, 1. 17-21, : § |

3 Huan al-Mubddara, il, p. 111, 1, 8-12. Subb, iv, pp- 16-22. - . l
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al- usuf' Who ﬁlled that post was granted

! lus own initiative, grant fiefs with'a yeéarly
dismiss whomever he pleased and appoint
throughout al-bilad ash-shamiya.® The last
B0 ordmg to one account, Aqbugha at-Timraazi,
her version, it was Tunbugha al-‘Uthmani.’? The
ed a8 c@mg sulta,n when a military expedition or other
departure from the capital. When the office was
tmg sultan were carried out by the hlghest-rankmg 1'
1 Who Was called nd’b al-ghayba,
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This might be caused by physiological causes (unbalanced temperament
— mazag gayr mu‘tadal) or by external factors (devilish insinuation —
waswasa). Particularly dangerous is desire penetrating the heart-mem-
brane and taking possession of the core of the heart (mudga) (The
mudga is a material body where knowledge and love of God are
located).

Tbn Qayyim’s attempt to develop an Islamic spiritual theory on the
disease of the heart is remarkable. He was undoubtedly influenced by
Ibn Taymiya but went beyond the limitations of figh and "Usil ad-Din.
On the grounds of Koran and hadit, he made an effort to give compre-
hensive answers to general human questions. Where Ibn Taymiya was
known for his austere, provocative style without ever loosing the corps
of Nadit out of sight, Ibn Qayyim seemed to allow himself more free-
dom. He tried to structure the loose traditions in the framework of a the-
ory. The result offered a more emotional approach to religion in general.

Especially “the Book of the Soul” and “the Garden of Lovers” occu-
pied an important place in medieval islamic scholarship. Theoretical
treatises on love were part of the literary tradition. The most outstanding
predecessors of Ibn Qayyim were Ibn Hazm and Ibn al-Gawzi with
rvespectively the Tawgq al-Hamama and Damm al-Hawd. Tbn Qayyim al-
Gawzlya disagreed with Ibn Hazm on the compulsory nature of passion-
ate love?. Though spiritually intended the “Garden of Lovers” was a
vehicle for light prose and poetry as well. One may even wonder if some
of his epistles, rather then preaching, aimed the distraction of the culti-
vated reader.

GINO SCHALLENBERGH
Netherlands-Flemish Institute in Cairo

3 Ibn Hazm described passionate love as a compulsory (iffirdrT) emotion; Ibn Hazm
Tawq al-Hamdma, Cairo 1950, p. 5-11. Whereas Ibn Qayyim al-Gawziya recognizéd lhe,
human possibility to resist love’s penetration to the heart in an early stage; lbn Qayyim
al-?3alwﬁyla, al-Gawab al-Kaft, p. 211; Ibn Qayyim al-Gawziya, Rawdat al-Muhibbin,
p. -141.
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THE OFFICE OF NAIB AS-SALTANA OF DAMASCUS:
741-784/1341-1382, A CASE STUDY"

The period which has been focused on in this article starts with the
death of the Mamlik sultan al-Malik an-Nagir Muhammad b. Qalawiin
in 741/1341 and it ends with the usurpation of the throne by al-Malik
az-Zahir Barqilq in 784/1382, dethroning an-Nasir Muhammad’s last
descendant al-Malik as-Salih Haggi and putting an end to the reign of
the Turco-Qipchag Mamliks. It is a generally accepted fact that during
the greatest part of this period the amirs and their mamliiks held the real
power in the empire. Therefore, we consider it very important that the
offices which they occupied and partly based their power and position
on, are studied. Since the office of na’ib as-saltana of the mamlaka of
Damascus is — as will be shown — one of the most important of those
offices in the elaborate military administration of that Mamlok empire,
we chose it to be our specific topic of research for this article. Moreover,
with regard to the office of nd’ib of Damascus, this period is also very
interesting because there were several important events and so many
changes of power in Damascus, that information in the sources on its func-
tioning was relatively prolific and offered a grateful subject to work on.

But before going into that information, we will first turn to the theo-
retical descriptions of this office, as they were drawn up in the adminis-
trative manuals of the Mamliik period, especially by Ibn Fadl Allah al-
‘Umari (eighth/fourteenth century) and by al-Qalqashandi (ninth/fifteenth
century).

The nd’ib of Damascus was the most important official in the Syrian
part of the Mamlitk empire. Besides being the sultan’s substitute in the
mamlaka of Damascus, he was also the highest in grade Carfa® fi r-
rutba) among his colleagues, the nd’ibs of the other mamlakas of Syrial.

* The author wishes to convey his thanks to Prof. Dr. U. Vermeulen from the Catholic
University of Leuven (Belgium), who gave him the opportunity to do research for this
article in the Netherlands-Flemish Institute in Cairo (NVIC), as associated research fellow
for the academic year 1997-1998. He would also like to thank the institute’s director,
Dr. J. den Heijer, for his valuable criticism, as well as its entire staff for their hospitality
and assistance.

\ Masalik al-’Absar fi Mamdlik al-Amsar d’Ibn Fadl Allah al-‘Umart. L'Egypte, la
Syrie, le Higaz et le Yémen, (Textes Arabes et Etudes Islamiques 23), (ed.) AYymaN Fu’AD
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1 MEHMET FAZIL DAGISTANLI, 456 Numarali Elbistan Kadi Sicili (H.1302- 1308/M.1884-1890) 196-300.
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