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The concept of the word prayer
Between linguistic semantics and idiomatic significance

This study investigates the concept of the term "prayer"
from the linguistic point of view and the evolution of its use
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CHAPTER 23

CLEMENS LEONHARD AND
MARTIN LUSTRAETEN
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Jews, Christians, and Muslims perform public liturgies. The study of Judaism, Chris-
tianity, and Islam must conceive liturgy and prayer in very broad terms in order not to
exclude evidence that elucidates the subject. It is thus convenient to take general
( presuppositions about communal rituals and prayer among Muslims, Christians,
and Jews as a point of departure and to organize the presentation of evidence along
those lines.

LITURGY AND PRAYER AS PERFORMANCE:
TyrPicalL GESTURES AND POSTURES

..................................................................................................................

Prayers and liturgies are bodily performances: liturgies must be done, they cannot be
only thought or imagined. They require a community of worshippers. While it is
possible to assess some of their social functions and to map the changes they under-
went throughout their history, their supernatural purposes and effects can only be
analysed and presented as a description of the network of instructions, explanatory
texts, and other evidence of the respective believers’ opinions about them. Thus, they
can be observed, documented, and interpreted but not understood. Although one can
observe and describe some of their social functions and assess the participants’ reaction
to their experiences, the performance-of liturgies cannot be fully grasped let alone
replaced by textual information (Bell 1992).

The performance of Jewish statutory prayers is governed by an elaborate system
of rules for the correct posture and gestures (Ehrlich 2004). Some of these continue or
re-enact in a stylized way gestures and postures that were used in the Temple of
Jerusalem, in other temples of the ancient world, and in contexts that highlighted
social hierarchies. Some rather derive from behaviour at houses of study and schools
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Kum: Mecmaii’l-Fikri’l-Islami 1436.

Muhammed Ali el-Ensari, el-Mevsuatii’l-fikhiyyetii’l-miiyessere: el-Miilhakii’l-usuli, c.VIII,

ISAM DN. 242622






