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-Telhisu’l-Ahbar (Tehzibu’l-Ahlak adiyla yayimlanmigur.),
~ Abdu’l-Hay el-Hasani (1923-1968), (Dimask, 1394/1974), (Bey-
rut, 1398/1978).

0" -Nuzhetw'l-Havatrin yazanindan Abdu’l-Hay tarafindan Ri-
ydzu s-Salthin gibi bir sahih hadis kitab1 meydana getirilmigtir.
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Fakhr al-Di: al-Hasani, Late Director, Nadwat al-‘Ulama’, Lucknow,
edited and completed by Shaykh Ab{’l Hasan ‘Al al-Hasani

al-Nad:Ni., prinEed by off-§it in ngistan by Nur Muhammad Asabh
al-Matabi‘, Karkhana Tijarat al-Kutub, Karachi, vol. vili, n.d.,
price Rs. 98.00, pp. 528.

It is the eighth and the last volume of the monumental and
extensive biographical dictionary in Arabic of eminent scholars,
divines, litterateurs, noblemen, politicians, statesmen etc. of the
Iido-Pakistan sub-continent who flourished during the 14th/19th—
20th century. This volume was originally published in Hyderabad
(India) by the Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-‘Uthmaniyya in 1390/1970,
but it was not available in Pakistan due to the suspension of trade
between India and Pakistan following the 1965 war. Karkhana
Tijarat al-Kutub, publishers, stockists and sellers of Arabic books,
undertook to republish it by off-set for the benefit of scholars and
research workers in Pakistan. Even the libraries of leading learned
bodies of Pakistaa like the Islamic Research Institute, Islamabad,
the Panjab and the Karachi Universities, the Pakistan ‘Historical
Society, Karachi, the Research Society of Pakistan, Lahore were
without this particular volume. ,

The first volume in this series comprising the biographies of
eminent persons who died during the 8th/14th century, which
was in fact the second volume, was published, as a supplement
to al-Durar al-Kamina fi A'yan a-Miat al-Thamina by 1bn Hejar
al-Angari al-‘Asqalani, in Hyderabad (India) in 1350/1931. After

Nushat a-Khawtir (in Arabic) by ‘Allama “Abd al-Hayy ibn

a gap of some 16 years volume one of the book, containing the
biographies of Indo-Pakistan celebrities who flourished during
the first seven centuries of the Hijra (7th—13th centuries of the
Christian era), came out in 1366/1947. The third volume was pub-
lished in 1371/1951, followed by the fourth (1373/1954), the
fifth (1375/1955), the sixth (1376/1957) and the seventh
(1377/1958), almost in quick succession.

~Although numerous works on biography exist in the Arabic
language including such classics as the Wafayat al-A‘yan by Ibn
Khallikan, al-Daw* al-Lami’ Ii Ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi’ by al-Sakhai.,
Imad al Sa‘ada by Tash-Kubrazada, Khulasat al-Athar by al-Muhibbi,
Silk al-Durar by _al-Murﬁdi—, Zahr al-Riyada wa Zuldl al-Hiyada by
al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali ibn Shagdam, Sulafat al-‘Asr by Ibn Ma‘sim,
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at least six more names which could not be met with slsewhere.

These are: al-Mufti Ab@’l Barakat al-Dihlawi; al-Gadi ‘A
al-Samad al-‘Uthmani al-Jawnpuri; Abu’l Farah ‘Abd z
Hashim al-Husayni al-Samdani, al-Qadi Ismat Allah b. “Aod
al-Umari al-Lakhnawi; al-Qadi Muhammad Dawlat o. 1
Ya'qib al-Ansari al-Sihalawi thumma al-Faghpiri; Mulla Mubammad
Sa‘id b. Mulla Qutb al-Din al-Ansari al-Sthalwi. This Muliz Muhammad
Sa%d was the elder brother of the celebrated Mulla Nizam al-Din
Sihalwi, who drew up the courses of study known as the Dars-i
Nizami, after his name, for the institutions of religious education
in the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent.

The volume under review, as stated by the editor in his preface,
was left incomplete by the author, barely touching upon the bio-
graphical notices of 559 persons. The published version: however,
contains 558 notices only). Out of these 350 notables died after
the author had passed away. The incomplete notices comprised
either a few opening sentences or at the most a paragraph. The
editor, himself an erudite scholar and a worthy son of a worthy
father, undertook to complete the notices. In some cases like that
of Mawlana Abi’l Kalam Azad (d. 1958), he had to write out full
five pages while the author had written only half a page. This notice
tells us that at the instance of Mawlana Azad a school for Muslim
children was founded in Ranchi (Bihar) where he was interned in

1334/1916. On his release in 1338/1919 he established a big religious™™

institution in Calcutta in 1920. The editor, Abt’l Hasan ‘Alj al-Nadwi
relates that the late Mawlana Husayn Ahmad Madani who actually

" belonged to Tanda, a small village in Fyzabad district {India), when

he was in search of the names and biographical details of his
ancestors and could not find them in any book published or in
manuscript, tumed to this dictionary and was highly delighted
to find the biographies of most of them included therein. The
editor took some ten years to bring the manuscript upto date and
it was ultimately published in 1388/1969 in Hyderabad, (India).

Every notable person who “made his mark in any branch of

knowledge or attained fame in politics has found a place in this
volume. Hﬁjjf Imdad Allah al-Muhajir al-Makki (for him see my
article in the Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition, vol. iii),
Mowlana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanawi, Mawlani Husayn Ahmad Madani,
Mawland Abal Kalam Azad, Mufti ‘Aziz al-Rahman Deobandi,
Mawlana Nadhir Husayn al-Muhaddith: al-Dihlawf, Shaykh al-Hind
Mawlana Mahmud Hasan Deobandi, Rashid Ahmad Gangdhi, Khalil
Ahmad Anbaythawi, Hamfld al-Din Angaﬁd al-Farahi, and many

others among the ‘ulama’, have found full mention. It is, however, ..
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Nuzhat al-Khawdtir (in Arabic) by ‘Allima ‘Abd al-Hayy ibn Fakhr
al-Din al-Hasani, late Director, Nadwat al-Ulamé’, Lucknow, edited and
completed by Abii'l Hasan ‘Al al-Hasani al-Nadwi, printed by off-set in
Pakistan by Nir Muhammad Asahh al-Matabi‘, Karkhana Tijarat al-
Kutub, Karachi, vol. viii, 1396/1976, price Rs. 48.00, pp. 528,

It is the eighth and the last volume of the monumentai and extensive biographical
dictionary in Arabic of eminent scholars, divines, litterateurs, noblemen, politicians,
statesmen etc. of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent who flourished during the 34¢h/19th-
20th century. This volume was originally published in Hyderabad (India) by the D@’irat
al-Ma'arif al-‘Uthmaniyya in 1390/1970, but it was not available in Pakistan des to clos-
ure of trade between India and Pakistan following the 1965 war. Karkhana Tijarat.al-
Kutub undertook to republish it by off-set for the benefit of scholars and research
workers in Pakistan. Even the libraries of leading learned bodies of Pakistan like the
Islamic Research Institute, Islamabad, the Panjab and the Karachi Universities, the
Pakistan Historical Society, Karachi, the Research Society of Pakistan, Lahore were
without this particular volume.

The first volume in this series comprising the biographies of eminent persmis"yv‘ho
died during the 8th/14th century, which was in fact the second volume, was published,
as a supplement to al-Durar al-Kamina fi A'yan al-Mi’'at al-Thamina by Tbn Hajar al-
Ansari al-‘Asqalani, in Hyderabad (India) in 1350/1931. After 3 gap of 16 vears volume
i, containing the biographies of Indo-Pakistan celebrities who flourished curing the
first seven centuries of the Hijra (7th-13th centuries of the Christian era}, came out'in
1366/1947, The third volume was published in 1371/1951, followed by the fourth (1373/
1954), the fifth (1375/1955), the sixth (1367/1975) and the seventh {1377/1958), almost

in guick succession.

Although numerous works on biography exist in the Arabic language including
such classics as the Wafaydt al-A‘yan by Ibn Khallikan, Al-Daw’ al-Ldmi' by al-Sakhiwi
‘Imad al Sa‘dda by Tash-Kubrazada, Khuldsat al-Athar by al-Muhibbi, Sifk ai-Duray
by al-Muradi, Zahr al-Riyad wa Zulal al-Hiyad by al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Shagdam, Suldfar
al-‘Asr by Ibn Ma'‘stim, al-Fawd'id al-Bahiyya fi Tardjim al-Hanafiyya, Al-Tarab al-dmé.
thil fi Tardjim al-Afadil by ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Ansari al-Laknawi, al-Nar al-Sdfir by “Abd
al Qadir ‘Aydriis and a host of others, besides some standard works in Persiap and Urdg
such as Tadhkira-i ‘Ulamd’-i Hind by Rabman °*Ali, Ma’athir al-Kiram by Ghuiim
‘All Azad Bilgrami, Lughar Nama by Dih-Khuda, Had@ig al-Henafiyya by Fagir
Muhammad Jhelumi (materual grand-father of the late Urdd poet Sirdj al-Din Zafar),
yet there did not exist a single work which treated comprehensively of practically . ail the
notable figures who contributed to various religious and secular disciplines thus promo-
ting the vast and rich Islamic culture in the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent.

The author, himself a very learned and widely-read man, has in compiling this great-
biographical dictionary utilized more than 300 works many of which are still in manus-
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