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Na’ini, Mohammad Hosayn

VAR

NU tradition. Here students learn the essentials of tradition-
alist Islam in order to maintain and spread this interpretation.

NU's history can be divided into four phases:

1. The initial years NU served as a socioreligious
organization.

2. From the late 1930s until 1984 it became involved
in political activities. From 1952-1971 it had its
own political party and participated in the national
cabinet.

3. When the Suharto government rendered all po-
litical parties ineffective with its suppressive regu-
lations NU decided to leave politics. This was
expressed in the 1984 watershed event called kemzbuali
ke kbinab, a return to the original charter of 1926.

4. In 1998, after the fall of Suharto, NU again be-
came involved in national politics. Tt initiated the
National Awakening Party (PKB) while its na-
tional chair, Abdurrahman Wahid, was elected
Indonesia’s fourth president for a brief period
(1999-2001).

The return to its socioreligious activities in 1984 not only
meant withdrawal from politics, but a total refocus on educa-
tion, community welfare, mission, social, and economic de-
velopment. Through its new role, NU became active in
guiding large numbers of Indonesian Muslims in adapting to
social change and modernity. Various institutions related to
NU started multilevel dialogue about issues of social justice,
human rights, democracy, and the rights of women and
children. This made NU an active codeveloper of 2 model for
civil society, suitable for the Indonesian context.

Opver the years, several divisions were founded within the
NU structure. Among others, there are divisions for youth
(Ansor), women (Muslimat NU), young women (Fatayat
NU), and male and female students (IPNU and IPPNU).

Apart from these divisions, NU comprises institutions for

education, family affairs, agriculture, economic development,
and Islamic banking. The membership of ulema and lay
people is reflected in a two-tiered structure of councils that
reach from the national to the local level: the syurizh (Ar.
shura), the religious council, which has only ulema as mem-
bers who develop and monitor the NU activities; and the
Tanfidziah, which is the executive council where ulema and
lay members supervise the daily affairs. It is characteristic for
NU that decisions taken at the highest level are not binding
for the lower levels. This is based on a tradition of the
Prophet’s saying that “disagreement among the ulema is a
blessing from God for humanity.”

See also Southeast Asian Culture and Islam; Southeast
Asia, Islam in.

»
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NA’INI, MOHAMMAD HOSAYN
(1860-1936)

Mohammad Hosayn Na’ini was a leading Shi‘ite scholar,
theoretician of constitutionalism, and a precursor of Islamic
modernism in Tran. Born into a family of scholars, Na’ini first
studied with Mohammad Bager Esfahani and Mohammad
Taqi (Aga Najafi). Then he went to Iraq where he studied
with Mohammad Hasan Shirazi and Mohammad Kazim
Khorasani. In Trag, Na’ini became actively involved in the
anti-British independence movement after World War I He
was arrested and expelled from Karbala and returned to
Tehran in 1923. He joined the anti-Qajar forces, supported
Reza Khan’s accession to the throne, and maintained cordial -
relationship with him until his death in Najafin 1936,

Na’ini wrote the most important treatise in support of
constitutional government from a Shi‘ite viewpoint; in it he
presented an Islamic justification for a secular and Western
model constitutional government. In Tunbib al-umma wa
tanzib al-milla dar Asas Usul-i Mashrutiyyat (An admonish-
ment to the [community of] believers and an exposition to the
nation concerning the principles of constitutional govern-
ment), Na’ini attempted to reconcile the need for an efficient
government in Iran that would respect certain tenets of a
democratic system of government with the need to recognize
the legitimacy of the rule of the Hidden Imam, and defend
the precepts of Shi‘ite Islam. It is said that when Na’ini
became disillusioned with the constitutional revolution, he

withdrew his book and threw it into the Tigris River.

See also Modernization, Political: Constitutionalism;
Nationalism: Iranian,

Islam and the Muslim World

vol. 11, New York 2004, pp. 5049

| Edit. Richard C. Martin, Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World,

ASAM 130386



108  THE SHI'T 'ULAMA ViIS-A-ViS POLITICAL INSTITUTION

question of a constitution. there would perhaps have been no followers
around those pishnamazan, and in consequence, no chance for them to
increase their importance amongst other nnyjrahids. Thus, their aim
in the movement was different from that of some other ‘wlama we
have described. All the constitutionalist “wlamd, however, no matter
what their real motives may have been, werc against the existing
régime which was based on tyranny and oppression, and Nii'ini
appears to represent such attitude. Needless to say, the ‘ulama, on the
basis of their claim to be the legitimate rulers and General Agents
of the Twelfth /mam. were always in a position legitimately to dis-
approve and to work for the downfall of even a just ruler, let alone
_an unjust one. They were in close association with the people and
were,’ as E.G. Browne puts it: “essentially a national class. sprung
from the people. knowing the people...”"?%* They whole-heartedly
supported the people and the intellectuals in the effort to put an
end 1o the government of terror and to establish the mashriijah as
the best possible alternative.

This has been a brief examination of the ‘wlama's motives for

participation in the Constitutional Revolution. The “wlama. perhaps
with the exception of Tabiabi'i, did not know the meaning of the
idea of modern constitutionalism although they were its ‘supporters.
Their own explanations, so far, only indicate why they took part in
the movement. Motives alone, of course, are not sufficient for under-
standing what they said about different aspects of democratic con-
stitutionalism. such as the concepts of parliament, liberty, equality,
election. in relation to Islam. They fought against tyranny but not
for the sake of democracy. The problems require an examination
which will be attempted in the later chapters. Na'ini's theory, of
course, will be taken as the focus of description. Before turning our
attention to Ni'ini’s constitutional theory we shall attempt to gain an
insight into N@’ini’s life and his political and academic activities. The
following two chapters, therefore, are devoted to Ni'ini's life and the
origins of Na'ini's political thought.

203 Browne, Revolution. pp. 146-47.
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CHAFPTER THREE

A BIOGRAPHY OF NA'INT:
THE ‘ULAMA'S ROLE IN POWER POLITICS

A Constructive Period in Isfahan

The principal figure in our study is Mirza Muhammad Husayn
Gharavi Na'ini (1860-1936), an active but little acknowledged sup-
porter of the Persian Constitutional Revolution. He was born into a
well-famed and respected family of Na'in.' His father, Hiji Mirzi
‘Abd al-Rahim and his grandfather, Haji Mirza Muhammad Sa’id,
were both in turn the Shaykh al-Islam of Ni'in. He did his primary
studies in Na'in and then at 17 years of age, in 1877, he moved to
Isfahin, then still a distinguished place for religious studies. In lsfa-
han, he lived with Haji Shaykh Muhammad Baqir Isfahani (d. 1883)
for seven years. The latter belonged to a distinguished clerical family of
Isfahiin and was himself the most powerful mujtahid of that city. He
used to carry out the Islamic penal law, and he executed a number of
people who were Babis.? His familial and personal power allowed him
to operate relatively independent of the central government. He has

7 Our information concerning Na'ini's biography is based on the available written
sources plus the interviews this writer had with Ni'ini's close associates. particularly his
son. Mahdi Ayatullih-Zadah Na'ini and his brother Mirza ‘Abd al-Rahim Ni'ini.
Among the source materials, the foltowing have been consulted: Sayyid Mubammad -
Mahdi al-Misawi Isfahiini al-Kizimi, 4hsan al-Wadiah fi Tarajim Mashahir Mujta-

" hidi al-Shitah (Najal, 1968), p. 254, ‘Amill, A° yan al-Shiiah, XLIV. p. 158 (no. 2012y

Savyid ‘Abd al-Hujjah Balaghi. Tarikh-i Na'in (Tehran, 1949), pp. 188-89: idem. Kitdh-i
Forhang-i Na'in (Ychran, 1949). pp. 1011042 jdem, Amsab-i Khandanha-yi Mardum-i
Nain - Madinah al-'Urafa™ va Kitdh-i Shagranj al-'Urafd (Tehran. 1949), pp. 51-53;
Tiheani. Tahagdi. V. pp. 593-96: "Ali Naqgi al-Naqawi. “Avah Allab al-N@'ini wa
Mawgqifuhii al-'1imi bayn al- Ta'ifah™, ALRichean. ). no. § (1936). 18-20: Muhdi Na'ini.
“Sharh-i Zindigini-yi Marbam-i Ayah Allah Na'ini A° th Aliih Muqamahu™. Nd'in-i
Bidar. April 29, 1955, pp. 1-2; Dr. Manachihr Khudavir Muhibbi. Pishviyin-i
Mazhab-i Shi'ah™. Vehid. 1V, no. 1} (1967), 994-95; Kiikis "Awwdd, Ma'jam al-Mu'al-
lifin al-Iragivyin fi al-Qarnayn al-Tasi: “Ashar wa al- Ishrin, vol. 111 (Baghdad. 1969).
pp. 152-53; Muhammad Hadi Amini, Mu'jam Rijal al-Fikr wa al-Adab fi al-Najaf

© Khilal Alf *Am (Najaf, 1964), p. 435. 1n the latter reference some other sources arc

also given. Sec also Muhammad Husayn Hirz al-Din, Md'drit al-Rijal fi Tardjim

al--Ulama wa al-Udaba', Vol. 1 (Najaf, 1964), pp. 46-49, 284-8%. Na'ini’s date of

birth is recorded differently. Fortunately, we have heen able 1o locate a photocopy

of Na'Ini's birth certificate written by Na'ini’s father by courtesy of Mirza Mahdi N&'ini.
2 Khiyabini, Rayvhanah, 11. p. 450.
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The Critique and Evaluation of Social
Democracy in the Political Theory of
Mirza Na’ini

Miisa Najafi

Translated from the Persian by Dr Muhammad Legenhausen
and Mahdi Chamanzar -

Introduction

In the book Tanbih al-Ummah wa Tanzih al-Millah (Admonition of
the [Islamic] Community and Purification of the Nation) it is stated that,
“the admonition of the [Islamic] community is one of the requirements of
Islamic Law (shari ‘ah) and to remove this from the nation is atheism and
heresy (that is, despotism).” The author of the book, Ayatullah Mirza
Muhammad Husayn Na’ini, was a mujlahid (an expert in the derivation
of Islamic Law), a famous jurisprudent, and a man of political sensitivity
to the problems of his times, and testimony to these and other
dimensions of the author’s personality are to be found in every line of
Tanbih al-Ummah. But before discussing this book, one should consider
to which of the following three approaches Na’ini is closer:

(1) an exposition of Islamic democracy in a systematic framework;

(2) an exposition of the common grounds between Islam and
democracy;

(3) an exposition of Shi‘i political theory regarding the evaluation of
democracy.
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SHI‘ISM AND CONSTITUTIONALISM: T~

A STUDY OF THE LIFE AND VIEWS OF
MIRZA MUHAMMAD HUSAYN NA’INI, )
A SHI‘T MUJTAHID OF IRAN. [To obtain /”

a microfilm copy please order directly i
from the National Library of Canada at
Ottawa] e

'HAIRI, Abdul-Hadi, Ph.D,
McGill University (Canada), 1973

The purpose of this study is to examine the position of the
Persian ¢ ulama toward the idea of constitutionalism and the
Persian Constitutional Revolution of 1906, as exemplified in
the life and political thought of Mirza Muhammad Husayn
Na’ini (1860-1936). By studying N&’ Ini’s discussion of tyranny
and the principles of democracy, we learn to what extent the
‘ulami were aware of democracy and to what extent they were
prepared to make concessions to modernity. - ’

Basing our argument on the writings of the ¢ ulami and the
intellectuals of the Muslim world, we have concluded that.
democracy was confused with Islamic doctrines by the intel-
lectuals, and their misinterpretation made democracy appeal
to the Persian constitutionalist “ulami. The ¢ ulama, there-
fore, did not aim at a democratic system. However, the oppo-
sition of the ulama3 to foreign encroachments in Iran, their
support of the Revolution and the concessions they made to
constitutionalism, worked, to a degree, in favor of democracy,
despite their intentions.- .
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