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The Sea

NAGLAA SAAD M. HASSAN

“And if all the trees on e;art/a were pens and the ocean (were ink), with seven oceans behind
it to add to its (supply), yet would not the words of Allah be exhausted (in the writing):
Sfor Allah is Ixalted in Power, full of Wisdom.” (Qur'an 31:27)

Introduction

; . T : L In Islam, there is intensive use of natural imagery. Hence, images of the sun, the moon,
’ trees, stars, mountains, birds, rivers, winds, and seas abound in the Holy Qur’an and the
prophetic traditions. Mostly, these images are used as signs of God’s existence and creation
defying the unbelievers’ blasphemy and substantiating the believers’ faith. In some cases,
however, images of nature carry deeper symbolic meanings. Predominant among these is
the image of sea.

The Sea in Arabic Language, Literature, and Culture

In the Arabic language, the sea is basically known as bahr or yunt although the Arabic dic-
tionary contains other synonyms such as zafar, gamus, lujaj, tam, mubit and nawfal. In terms
of vastness, the word mubit (ocean) comes first followed by babr then yem. The word bahr also
denotes metric feet in Arabic poetry. In Arabic lexicography, babrindicates vastness, broadness,
abundance, and generosity. According to Ibn Faris, in his dictionary The Standards of Language,
bahr comes from istbihar which means vastness. It is used to refer o both salty and fresh water.

The word babr appears in the titles of many classical Arabic and Islamic books and it
usually denotes depth of knowledge and comprehensiveness. Examples include ‘Abd Allah
Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi's al-Babr al-mubit (The Comprebensive Sea), Abu Bakr al-Bazaz's
al-Babr al-Zakhir (The Plentiful Sea), Ahmad Farid’s al-Babr al-ri'q fil al-zubd al al-raqa’q
(The Clear Sea in Asceticism and Hears—Softeners), and Ibn ‘Ajiba’s al-Babr al-madid f; tafsir
al-qur'an al-majid (The Huge Sea in Interpreting the Holy Qur'an).

In Arab-Islamic culture, the sea is an important part of narure given the tropical climate

: and the sprawling deserts characterizing most of the Arab councries. The Mediterranean,

[J &«% oL DO ‘\] m" /‘q "A/),,/ /‘Zﬂ/‘J] )é.qm O — the Red Sea, the Dead Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Arab Gulf are all major saline water

- bodies. As well as being sources of food, jewelry, and oil, these water bodies are essential

AU means of transportation. They have also played a substantial role in developing and spreading

the Islamic civilization in its early days enhancing the exchange of goods and knowledge
with countries such as China, Spain, and India.
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146 Sajida S. Alvi, An unknown Source for the History of Awadh

In the sketchy historical narrati tedly

tions of the Tdarikh, there are und :

some factu'aI e‘rrors, historical discrepancies, and omissions of datz: 82: ‘ma!

?/;ﬁk%uc?s;}on its objectivity to a certain degree. Notwithstanding its. flaws
ikh-¢ Husaynsyah has much to offer, In a ver i .

[ / . y clear, logical and coherent
ifﬁ:; ie;l\;o;d of eplgu;’cs and hyperbole, a nawwab unveils certain aspects of is
2 A opes and frustrations of the members of his ¢l i by
the elite, with intellectual interest: i et ol

> elite, ' s ranging from poetry and music to religi
It is his percept.lon ?f the events and people which is axn important and hit}%;
unknown contribution to the historiography of Awadh.

pie jslamische Expansion und das Piratenwesen
Indischen Ozean ‘j\:’f ;

Von Subhi J. Labib (Hamburg)

I.

nwesen befassen, goll zuniichst beschrieben
lamischen Geographen und Seefahrer vom

ovor wir uns mit dem Pirate
en, welche Vorstellung sich die is
dischen Ozean und den giidlichen Meeren machten.

Der Persische Golf wurde von den islamischen Geographen als erstes der
ben Meere zwischen der arabischen Halbinsel und China bezeichnet!). Das
ite Meer, genannt Larawi, lag vor der Woestkiiste Indiens und endete bei
ulam-Malai oder dem Hafen Kollam (oder Kaulam) an der Malabar-Kiiste.
Dio Kette der von arabischen Schiffen oft angelaufenen Koralleninseln —
ediven und Malediven — hie8 Dwipa (= die Insel), abzuleiten von Diwa
Diba (bzw. Dibagat). Ostlich dieser Insel lag Ceylon. Unsicher ist, ob die
¥ab-Inseln in dieser Region oder weiter westlich, nordlich bzw. dstlich lagen.
Auf ihnen hatten arabische Auswanderer vom Stamme Di’ab in frithislamischer
eit ihre Zuflucht gefunden?). In dieser Inselwelt lag das dritte Meer.

‘Die Seestrafie von Ma<bar bis Sumatra durch den Bengalischen Golf wurde
I8 viertes Meer Bahr Harkand genannb. Mit dem Siidwestmonsum segelten die

Schiffe zu den Kokosinseln, den Nikobaren (arabisch Langabaliis). Diese Insel-
ppe war den islamischen Kaufleuten und Schiffern gut bekannt. Von den

Nikobaren fuhren ihre Schiffe in die Malakka-StraBe, die in den arsbischen
elien das Meer von Kalah oder Balahit hieB®). Lange vor der islamischen Zeit
‘on malaiische und indonesische Handelsflotten von Kalah aus bis zu dem

1f zwischen Arabien und Persien gekommen?).

1y Mag*adi: Murig, I, 134—141;ibid: at-Tanbih, S. 51—66, 61; Istabri, S. 11,
28-36; Maqdisi; 8. 11—14; Ibn Rusteh; S; 86—89; Ibn Haugal; I, 8. 42—59;
lIdriﬁi; 1, 8. 9—10, 65, IV, S. 348, 385—391; Al-Umari; S. 256—27; Nadvi;
" 8, h3—61.

2y Nuwairi; I, 8. 240. 3) Sulaimén at-Tagir.

: 4) Nuwairl; XV, S. 203. Dieses Beweismaterial, das zum ersten Mal bekannt
. wind, einer spitmittel- alterlichen Quelle entnommen und uns von Ibn Maska-
_ waib {iberliefert wurde, ist Grund genug dafir, daB arabische Quellen fir die
miielalterliche Geschichte Stidostasiens noch unentbehrlich sind.

Weder at-Tabari noch at-Ta‘dlibi haben merkwiirdigerweise Angaben
her die Beziehungen der Sassaniden zu den fernostlichen Léndern auf dem
Wasserweg gemacht. Auch Noldeke verlor in seinem Werk ,,Araber und Perser*
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poulo, A., L'lslam et U'art musulman, Paris, 1976; Petersen, A,
Dictionary of Islamic Architecture, London/New York, 1996;
Répertoire chronologique d’¢ pigraphie arabe, ed. E. Combe et al.,
Cairo, 1937. .
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10. Davis
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