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50 EBN ROSTA~—EBN SAD
cal, and historical lore. His work may be placed in reaching Karbala’ on 3 Moharram 61/3 October 680.
the so-called “Iraqi” school of geographical writing Although he cut off Hosayn’s access to water, he
rather than the “Balki” school of Abi Zayd Balki (d. tried to negotiate a settlement. At the urging of
322/934, g.v.; cf. Magbul Ahmad, “Djughrafiya” in Samer (known as Semr by the Shi‘ites) b. Di’l-
EF, pp. 579-81), which took its inspiration from Jaw3an ‘Amer, a former follower of ‘Alf b. Abi
Koranic geographical concepts. His approach is Taleb, Ebn Z1ad ordered Ebn Sa‘d to attack Hosayn
literary, that of an adib (littérateur) intrigued by immediately and threatened to give Samer the com-
notabilia and the curious aspects of things. mand of the army. On the evening of 10 Moharram/
The information on his home town of Isfahan is 10 October, Ebn Sa‘d sent an ultimatum to Hosayn
especially valuable. Ebn Rosta states that, while for through ‘Abbas b. “Al1 (Tabari, II, pp. 308-20). The
other lands he had to depend on second-hand reports, next morning Ebn Sa‘d attacked, apparently hoping
often acquired with great difficulty and with no that Hosayn and his followers would surrender, but
means of checking their veracity, for Isfahan he the circumstances ended in massacre. Historical
could use his own experience and observations ar evidence indicates that Ebn Sa‘d was reluctant to
statements from others known to be reliable (p. 151). fight Hosayn (TabarT, I1, pp. 309-11), and his inter-
Thus we have a description of the twenty districts vention probably saved the life of ‘Ali b. Hosayn
(rostags) of Isfahan containing details not found in. Zayn-al-‘Abedin (q.v.). On the other hand, most
other geographers’ works. Concerning the town traditions show him eager to obey Ebn Ziad’s orders.
itself, we learn that it was perfectly circular in shape, He thus had Hosayn’s corpse trampled by ten horse-
with a circumference of half a farsakh, walls de- men (Tabarf, II, pp. 365-68; Mas‘tdi, Moriij 111, p-
fended by a hundred towers, and four gates (pp. 160- 259; cf. Bal‘ami, ed. RowSan, p. 711, tr. Zotenberg,
61). IV, p. 45). Ebn Sa‘d was executed in Dul’-Hejja 66/
His information on the non-Islamic peoples of July 686 by Ebrahim b. AStar, at Moktdr’s orders,
Europe and Inner Asia makes him a useful source (to during the latter’s rebellion, for'his role in the trag-
the Muslims) for these obscure regions (he was even edy of Karbal’ (Tabarf, II, pp. 671-74; Hawting).
aware of the existence of the British Isles and of the Although Turco-Persian literature of Karbala® has -
Heptarchy of Anglo-Saxon England; p. 130) and for elaborated on Ebn Sa‘d’s villainy, many historical
the prehistory of the Turks and other steppe peoples. features of his character have been retained down to
His description of Constantinople (pp. 119-27), taken the most recent tazias, such as his eagerness to keep
from a Muslim prisoner there, Hariin b. Yahya, has his post in Ray and his reluctance to kill Hosayn. In
proved valuable for Byzantine scholars. the Moktdr-ndma, Ebn Sa‘d is cursed by his own i
Bibliography: (For cited works not given in wife, who is the sister of the Shi‘ite rebel Moktar, Sy
detail, see “Short References.”) Abi No‘aym and his severed head is cursed by his Shi‘ite younger o
Esfahani, Dekr akbdr Esfahan, ed. S. Dedering, 2 son (pp. 209-11; Kasefl, pp. 262 f.). An old tradition i
vols., Leiden, 1931-34. S. Maqbul Ahmad, “Ibn holds that Ray, the price paid to him for Hosayn's
Rusta,” EF 111, pp. 920-21. Brockelmann, GAL I, blood, was under a divine curse (Yaqut, Boldan,
- P- 260, ST, p. 406. M. Izedin, “Un prisonier arabe Beirut, III, p. 118; C. Barbier de Meynard,
4 Byzance au ix* si¢cle. Haroun-bin-Yahya,” REI, Dictionnaire géographique de la Perse, Paris, 1861,
1947, pp. 41-62. L. Yu. Krachkovskif, Arabskaya p-278). Ebn Sa‘d’s chastisement is sometimes shown
geograficheskaya literatura (Arabic geographical as particularly horrible; in the story of Mohammad b. o
- literature), Moscow and Leningrad, 1957, pp. 159- . al-Hanafiya, Ebn Sa‘d and Ebn Ziad are smeared - <%
60. A. Miquel, La géographie humaine du monde with naphtha and set on fire (Calmard, p. 267). In
musulman jusqu’au milieu du 11° siecle 12, Paris Safavid Persia ‘Omar b. Sa‘d was sometimes burntin
and The Hague, 1973, pp. xxii=xxiii, 192-202. E. effigy in a ritual similar to the “killing of ‘Omar”
Reza, “Ebn-e Rosta,” DMBE 111, pp. 553-56. (‘Omarkofdan), perhaps because of a popular confu-
(C. EDMUND BOSWORTH) sion with the caliph most hated by the Persian Shi‘ites
o (Calmard, p. 500). In ta‘zias Ebn Sa‘d is the only bad
character who feels remorse for his own villainy; he
EBN RUH, ABU'L-QASEM HOSAYN. Sece HOSAYN B. is ashamed to have killed Hosayn and protects ‘All
RUH, - Zayn-al-‘Abedin and the women of the Ahl-e Bayt
I (g.v.), ordering them to be taken to Kiifa in covered .
EBN SA‘D, oMaR (k. Kiifa 66/686), commander litters (mahdmel mastiira; Dinavari, ed. Guirgass, p.
of ‘the Omayyad troops at Karbald>. Son of the 270; Kasefi, pp. 349-50, 360). In some ta‘zias, he
famous Arab general Sa‘d b. Abi ‘Waqqas, he had just even seems opposed to the killing of Hosayn
been made deputy-governor (nd’eb) of Ray by (Mamnoun, pp. 67 ff.). But in spite of his hesitation
‘Obayd-Allah b. Ziad (see EBN ZIAD) and was to go and belated remorse, he remains a typical villain in
to Dastabi to quell a Daylamite rising when he was the eyes of Moharram mourners. His arrogance
called back to check Hosayn b. ‘AlT’sinsurrection. It while riding his horse and addressing himself to
. was only under the threat of losing his post that he Hosayn has become proverbial (metl-¢ Ebn-e Sa‘d;
finally obeyed and marched at the head of 4,000 men, ‘A.-A. Dehkoda, Amtal o hekam, Tehran, 1352 §./
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