'HE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM (Wew Ediion), Vol VIII, 1993 LEIDEN, pp.

‘OTHMAN PASHA —

‘OTHMAN PAZAR 185

Ozdemiroghli  Othmdn Pasha by Ebibekir b.
<Abdulldh (cf. A.S. Levend, Gazavét-nimeler, 87).
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243-54; C.M. Kortepeter, Ottomnan imperialism during
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SOTHMAN PASHA, YEGEN, leader of lawends
{g.2.], bandit, vizier, and ser‘asker of the Ottoman
army in Hungary. In 1096/1685 he was bslik-basht
lg.v.] of the lewends of serdir Sheytan/Melek Ibrahim
Pasha in Hungary. After fleeing from the theatre of
war, he sacked villages and towns between Sivas and
Bolu (in Anatolia). Afterwards, he became the chief
bolik-bashi of Khalil Pasha, who was responsible for
the pursuit of the bandits (teftishdir]. When the latter
was dismissed (Djumada II 1089/April 1689),
‘Othman Pasha obtained the sandiak of Karahisar-i
Sahib [see AFYON KARA HISAR] with two horsetails
(tugh) and was ordered to go on campaign with five
hundred seghins {q.v.] (Silahdar, Ta%ikh, ii, Istanbul
1928, 266; M. Cezar, Osmanh tarihinde levendler, 1stan-
bul 1965, Fotokopi no. 6). In the capital he also en-
forced his nomination. as serdeshme, i.e. leader of all
lewends, and, being considered powerful, he was
honoured several times by the sultan. After the Ot-
toman army had been defeated near Mohécs [¢.0.] on
3 Shawwal 1098/12 August 1687 and the Grand
Vizier Sari Stleymian Pasha had fled, ‘Othman Pasha
took part in the meeting of the army commanders in
which Siyawush Pasha was made serddr and an ac-
count drawn up for the sultan. He did not, however,
Jjoin the rebellious army in its advance against the

capital, but stayed back at Edirne. He then proceeded’

to Istanbul, but pitched his tents before the city and
carefully remained distant. After Mehemmed IV had
been deposed and Sileymin II had ascended the
throne (2 Muharram 1099/8 November 1687),
Siyawush Pasha appointed him beglerbegi of Rumelia,
but before ‘Othman Pasha could march off, the
Grand Vizier was killed by the rebels. His successor
Isma‘il Pasha did not want to take command of the

campaign personally, and had ‘Othman Pasha ap-
pointed vizier, beglerbegi of Aleppo and serdar. The new
vizier reinforced his lewend troops, extorted money on
their behalf and had relatives and followers appointed
as sandiakbegs and beglerbegis. When it became known
that he had his eyes on the grand vizierate, he was
removed from the supreme command, officially
because he was going to be appointed beglerbegi of
Bosnia. In fact, however, a legal prosecution was in-
troduced against him (firmdn at the end of April 1688,
in A. Mumcu, Osmanl: devletinde siyaseten katl, Ankara
1963, 215 ff.), and the units of the sarigias and seghans,
the bases of his power, were disbanded. But the new
Grand Vizier Bekri Mustafa Pasha confirmed him in
his function because the Imperial troops were about to
attack Belgrade and a new army command could not
be organised in due time. At the advance of the
enemy, ‘Othman Pasha abandoned the camp before
Belgrade and retreated to Ni§, his lewends having
looted the bezistan [see KAYSARIYYA] and the Ehans
[g.0.] (Silahdir, Ta¥ikk, ii, 373). Although now en-
trusted with the defencc of the frontier, ‘Othmin
Pasha, while looting villages, retreated- further to
Sofia, allegedly to spend the winter there. At con-
sultative meetmgs held in the capital durlng the winter
of 1688-9, it was again decided to disband the saridjas

-and the seghans, and to put an end to the function of

serceshme. It was also decided to raise a general troop
levy (nefir-i ‘amm) against “Othman Pasha (Silahdar,
Ta’ikh, ii, 409-11; the firmans of ewd’! Rebi® il-cwwel
1100/end of December 1688 are in the Bagbakanlhk
Arsivi, Mihimme defierleri 98, 132-5). With a dwindling
number of followers, <Othman Pasha fled westwards,

but at Ipek (Peé [¢.2.]) they were outmanoeuvred and
killed by Mahmiid Beg-zide Mahmid (Djumada 11
1100/March-April 1689, Silahdar, Ta’rikh, ii, 423-4;
Defterdar, Ziibde-yi wekayiat, ii, 170-1). Such a rise of
Anatolian-Turkish lawends to leading positions in the
Ottoman empire was symptomatic of the times, but
remained only an episode.
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‘OTHMAN PAZAR (in modern Turkish or-

thography, Osman Pazar; in Bulgaria since 1934,

Omurtag), the name of a minor town (population in
1981, 10,339) in central Bulgaria, situated at an
altitude of 540 m/1,771 feet above sea level on an in-
fertile wooded plateau to the north of the Balkan
Mountains. In late Ottoman times (till 1878) the town
was the centre of a kada® of the same name, which
besides ‘Othman Pazar contained three small towns:
Kazghan/Kotel, Virbite/Virbitsa and Citak (after
1934: Tiga), and 82 villages with a total population of



