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400,000 in 1980) behind the Federal capital Kuala
Lumpur.

The sparsely inhabited island was acquired from
the Sultan of Kedah in 1786 for the Fast India Com-
pany as an entrepdt for country trade. After initial
success, it was overtaken by Singapore, remaining a
subsidiary centre until the establishment of planta-
tions in eastern Sumatra stimulated it again early this
century. From 1805 it briefly had the status of a
presidency under the English East India Company,
from 1829 joined with Malacca and Singapore as the
Straits Settlements, governed from Singapore after
1836, and in 1867 became a British colony. After the
Japanese interregnum from 1942 to 1945, Penang was
joined to the rest of Malaya in 1948 as a state of the
Federation of Malaya (since 1963, Malaysia [g.2.]). It
retained the free-port status it had enjoyed under
British rule for some time. In 1970 it opened
Malaysia’s first free trade manufacturing zone, and
soon became a significant centre for electronics com-~
ponent manufacturing.

Reflecting the commercial history of the settlement,
the population is ethnically mixed. There is a Chinese
majority, Penang having the lowest proportion of
Malays found in any peninsular Malaysian state
(Malays being dominant numerically and politically
in the Federation as a whole: see MALAYSIA).
Georgetown is a predominantly Chinese city (68% in
1980), with Malays (19%) and Indians (13%) in the
minority. Muslims in Penang comprise the whole
Malay community and a small proportion of the In-
dian population, including the so-called Jawi
Peranakan or Jawi Pekan, Muslims of South Indian
extraction who have to some degree adopted Malay
language and customs. The latter, being urbanised,
have provided political and intellectual leadership to
Penang Muslims. Unlike Singapore, Penang has not
had an important Arab community. As elsewhere in
Southeast Asia, the Shafi‘i law school is foliowed.

In the Malay states, the hereditary Ruler (Sultan)
is head of religion, administering and regulating
Islamic affairs through the agency of an advisory
council of religious notables (Majlis Ugama Islam)
and secretariat (see MALAY PENINSULA, 8). Such con-
trol was absent in the British colonies, beyond the ap-
pointment of a Muslim Advisory Board and a Muslim
and Hindu Endowments Board to regulate wakf. In
1957 under the independence constitution, Islam
became the official religion of the Federation of
Malaya, of which Penang was a component state. The
head of Islam in Penang was thenceforth the Federal
Ruler or Yang Dipertuan Agung (chosen in rotation
from the hereditary Rulers of the Malay states) and a
religious administration paraltel to that of the Malay
states was set up under the Administration of Muslim
Law Enactment of 1959. This provided for a Majlis
Ugama Islam headed by a state Mufii, including
among its activities the support of Islamic schools,
propagation of Islam, supervision of the khutba, and
administration of zakdi and fitra. A system of kddi
courts (Mahkamah Kadi) to administer ghari%a law
was also instituted, though as elsewhere in Malaysia
this jurisdiction extends only to Muslims in the areas
of family and testamentary law, immorality, false
preaching, and failure to fulfil religious obligations.

Given their cosmopolitan urban society, historically
higher educational levels, and lack of governmental
concern with religious matters, the British Straits Set-
tlements became, in Roff’s words, ‘‘sniping posts”’
for critics and reformers. In education, reformist
ideals found expression in the foundation of the
Madrasa al-Mashhiir in 1916, which used Arabic and

English as the media of instruction, while the Jawi
Peranakan in general embraced the government
English education stream. In the 1920s, thanks in
large measure to the scholar-publisher Sayyid Shaykh
al-Hadi, a Malacca-born Malay of HadramT descent,
Penang emerged as the centre of reformist thought
and Muslim publishing in Malaysia, promoting the
values of the young Turks or kaum muda, who stood for
informed idjtthdd rather than blind taklid. Reformist
Jjournals like the Malay-language A/-Tkhwan (1927-31)
circulated from Penang throughout Malaya, southern
Thailand and Sumatra. Through the correspondence
pages of the related and similarly-titled newspaper
Saudara (‘‘Brothers’’, 1928-41), arose Malaya’s first
national organisation, PASPAM or Persaudaraan
Sahabat Pena Malaya (‘‘Malayan Brotherhood of
Pen-friends’’), which espoused the economic and
social progress of the Malay community. During this
period, two Muslim presses in Penang were active
among publishers of kitah literature (Kur’anic com-
mentaries, manuals of fikh, etc.: see INDONESIA, vi. 5),
and tracts, including some by Ahmadiyya [¢.0.] ac-
tivists, as well as modern novels adapted from English
and contemporary Egyptian works.

Within Malaysia, Penang has retained its non-
conformist milieu, as an urban centre removed from
the centre of power. From Penang in the 1970s and
80s, Chandra Muzaffar, born in Kedah of Indian
background, has been prominent in advocating the
need for a liberal Islamic sociclogy unfettered by
ethnicity in a modern plural soc1ety
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(8 Prouproor)

PENCE (r., from Persian pandia “palm of the
hand’’), a term of Ottoman Turkish diplomatic.
It was a mark, somewhat resembling an open hand
and extended fingers, affixed (on either of the left- or
right-hand margins or at the foot of the scroll) to
documents, such as fermins [see FaRMAN] and

bupuruldus [g.0.], issued from the Ottoman chancery .

by higher officials such as viziers, beglerbegs and sandjak
begs.
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PENDJIK (t., from Persian pandj yak “‘fifth’’), a

term of Ottoman Turkish financial and ad-
ministrative usage. It denoted the fifth which the
sultan drew as the ruler’s right (equivalent to the
Arabic khums [g.v. in Suppl.]) from booty captured in
the Dar al-Harb. This involved, in particular, the col-
lection of young boys from the Christian Balkans and
Greece by the process of the dewshirme [see DEv-
sHIRME], and these were then trained for either pa.lacc
or military service as the kapi kullari; the official in
charge of the process of thus extracting the sultan’s
fifth was termed the pendjikdi baghi.
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nouveaux amants malgré l'avertissement que le sort des précédents aurait ?(d/}f’/
e

dd leur donner (1). aﬂ/
' Npus s’ommcs air?si‘ loin des récits légendaires relatifs aux deux reines de P d
Géorgie qu'ont accueillis Ibn Bibi et Ibn al-Atir. La légende de Bakhtus est - '\l/\ A //

"o
pfut'ln;)anquer de s'étonner que Tamara et Rusudan, deux reines glorieuses /
et célebres par leur beauté, aient fini par se transformer dans un roman arabe

zzrﬂi:izi:z;orﬁble et vicieuse qui tue ses amants et est 4 son tour assassinée EN MARG‘E D,UN ACTE
CONCERNANT LE PENGYEK
(1) Sur ce thdme mystique, voir Gazirl, Thyd'..., Caire, 1348 h., 111, p. 186, o l'on trouvera ET LES A.QINGI '

plusieurs deseriptions de ce symbole et les paroles que Jésus adresse 4 la « Dunyd »

sans doute la derniére transformation qu’ait subie leur légende et l'on ne P
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Irnéne BELDIGEANU-STEINHERR

In memoriam F. Babinger.

Le probléme de la création du corps de janissaires a suscité et suscite
encore I'intérét des historiens. Depuis Yarticle de Palmer, qui n'a rien perdu
de sa valeur, nombre de notules, d’articles, voire méme un ouvrage ont vu
le jour. Pourtant le probléme est loin d’étre résolu et tant que de nouvelles
sources ne seront pas mises au jour, nous avons peu d’espoir de trouver une
réponse satisfaisante & toutes les questions qui nous préoccupent.

Nous voudrions traiter ici seulement un aspect du probléme, le recrute-
ment de jeunes gens par le pengyek, c’est-a-dire par le quint prélevé sur le
butin. Nous donnerons la traduction et un commentaire d’'un document qui

{*) Lisle des abréviations utilisées :

Archives — Archives de la Présidence du Conseil 4 Istanbul.

*AS1QPABAZADE = ‘ABi1gpakazipe, Die allosmanische Chronik des «Abskpatazdde, ¢d. F. GIESE,
Leipzig, 1929,

BARKAN, XV ve XVI = 0. L. BARKAN, XV ve XVI-tnat asirlarda osmanlt imparatorlugunda ziral
elrgnominin Aukukt ve mall esaslait (+ Les bases juridiques ol financitres de 1'économi. agricole
dans I'Empire otloman aux xv* el xvit si¢cles s), Istanbul, 1845.

GoxpiLetN, Fdirne = M. T. GOKBILGIN, XV-XVI asiriarda Edirne ve Paga livast, vaki flar-midlkler-
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2 Traditional Ottoman
Policies towards Slavery
before the Tanzimat

Sanctioned by the Seriat and approved by custom, slavery was an insti-
tution of vital importance in Ottoman society. Well-entrenched in the state
apparatus through its military—governmental form and almost synonymous
with the Aarem system through the employment of slave domestics and
concubines, slavery influenced areas as varied as politics and the private
lives of the Muslim subjects of the Empire. But slavery as an institution
was by no means left on its own to function in the Ottoman Empire even
before the Western — that is, mainly British — involvement in the Ottoman
slave trade and slavery. The aim of this chapter is to look at traditional
Otoman policies before the Western involvement, which coincided with
the Tanzimat reform movement (1839-76). This will help us in later chap-
ters to evaluate the changes in the Ottornan attitudes and policies after the
proclamation of the Tanzimat and to discern ‘traditional’ elements in the
policies of the later Empire in regard to slavery.

The Seriat provided the wider base for these policies by supplying a
vast body of rules and regulations. The same Seriat also protected the indi-
vidual Muslim’s rights against the state, among them the right of owning
slaves. The notion of the sacredness of Muslim harems created a formida-
ble barrier to the outside world which was difficult even for the state to
penctrate. In theory an ill-treated slave could apply to the Seriar courl (o
scceure his or her manumission, but the state abstained from regular inter-
ference in the treatment and punishment of slaves owned by private
individuals. However, it (ried to prevent a number of ‘abuses’ while slaves
were still in the market, Thus it confined its efforts to seeing to it that
free individuals were not illegally enslaved and slaves were not used in
inappropriate capacitics — for cxample, as thicves. The Ottomans,
however, could interpret the gr't injunctions in quite radical ways at
times, as in the case of the Ottoman denial of the right of zimmis 10
cmploy slaves; and Ottoman practice could be rather different from
classical Islamic patterns, as in the case of the cnslavement of Shi’ite
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Safavid Muslims. The Ottomans could also develop policies for pragmatic
reasons, but not necessarily in conflict with the Seriar, as will be scen in
the case of prohibition of the slave trade to FEgypt at the end of the
cighteenth century — hall a century before the first British interference.

THE PENCIK TAX AS A MEANS OF MARKET CONTROL.

The Ottoman slave system was an open one in which slaves were
continually integrated into society as full members.! Therclore the system
required a continuous supply of new staves to perpetuate itsell. Becuause of
the prohibition on the enslavement of frecborn Muslims and zimumi non-
Mustims it turned to outside sources for the supply of slaves. Thus, war
constituted the single most tmportant source of slaves during the
cxpansion period of the Ottomans in Europe. The Ottoman government
interfered in the capture of slaves by private individuals as carly as the
mid-fourteenth century when it reportedly bhegan to levy one-fifth of
the war prisoners (pencik), or 25 akge per slave — a supposed one-fifth of
the value of a slave — in cases when there were fewer than five staves.?
The raiders could bring their captives in groups of fewer than five and
might have preferred to pay the monctary pencik which was probably
lower than the one-fifth of the market price of a siave. Perhaps in recog-
nition of this, it was stated in a law dated 1492 that the bringing of slaves
by individuals other than their actual owners was prohibited.? Evidently
the big raider chiefs were dividing their flocks of captives into small
batches and sending them with their men to avoid the seizure of one-fifth
of them. There is cvidence that the pencik became increasingly
monetarised. With another law dated 1510 a tarifl was issued to determine
the tax for different categories of captives.”

The Ottomans kept the monetary pencik, which remained as an
ad valorem import tax on slaves (ill 1857.% Slaves without the proper title
deed (pencik varakasr), which was issued to the importer by the custom
houses upon the payment of the pencik tax, could not be sold and other-
wise transported in the Empire. Slave-dealers who had the pencik varakas:
could travel with their slaves without hindrance and would normally not
be made to pay the tax again. But in May 1722, a slave-dealer named
Mustafa who brought twelve black female slaves from Tunis complained
that, although he had paid the tax at the Chios custom-house, he had to pay
again in Bdirne.® Bven when it worked smoothly, the pencik tax increased
the cost and market prices ol slaves.



