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The complete works of Aristotle, ed. Jonatha;l Barnes,
Princeton, N. 1. 1995; Encyclopedia Irarica [online], s.v.
"Fox.I: natural history” (by Steven C. Anderson), "ibid.Ik:
in Persia” (by Mahmoud and Teresa Omidsalar).
Retrieved May 14, 2014, from http://www.iranicaonline.
org; Bernhard Grzimek's animal life encyclopedia,
Grzimek, Detriot 2003-2004; Henry George Liddell and
Robert Scott, A Gree-English lexicon, Oxford 1977;
David Neil MacKenzie, 4 concise Pahlavi dictiorary,
London 1990; The Zend-Avesta, pt.l: the Vendiddd, tr.
James Darmesteter, in The Sacred books of the East, ed.
F. Max Miiller, vol.4, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1895; Le
Zend-Avesta, traduction mnouvelle avec commentaire
historique et philologique par James Darmesteter,
Paris: Librairie d’Amérique et dOrient Adrien-
Maisonneuve, 1960. /
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Ru’ba ibn al-*Ajjaj

Bullata, ‘Isa Yuasuf, al-Ramantigiyya wa-
ma‘alimuha fi al-shi‘r al-‘Arabi al-hadith,
Beirut (1960), Baghdad (1968).

Jayyusi, SK., Trends and Movements in Modern
Arabzc Poetry, Leiden (1977), vol. 2, 361-474.

1.J. BOULLATA

Ru’ba ibn al-tAjjaj (d. 145/762)

of rajaz. He spemahzed
like his equally famous father al-*Ajjaj, in
lengthy poems in rajaz metre. Coming from a
bedouin background, he lived in various places
and countries, settling in Basra towards the end
of his life. He dedicated his odes to the
Umayyad caliphs and other prominent people;
a few poems were made for al-Saffah and al-
Mansiir, the two first *Abbasid caliphs. In other
poems he celebrates his tribe or himself. His
poetry was very popular with the philologians,
both during his lifetime and afterwards, witness
the many quotations in dictionaries and works
on grammar. His poetry, however, is more
than merely a treasure-trove for linguists. Stub-
bornly clinging to a metre generally despised as
suitable only for second-rate poets, he describes
his own art and himself with a mixture of
humour and pride. His desert scenes are power-
ful in language and evocative in their imagery.

Text edition

Der Diwan des Regezdichters Riba ben EI'aggag,
W. Ahlwardt (ed.), Berlin (1903); Diwan des
Regezdichters Riaba ben El'aggag,W. Ahlwardt
(trans.), Berlin (1904).

Further reading

Geyer, R., Altarabische Diiamben, Leipzig (1908).

, ‘Beitrige zum Diwén des Ru'bah’, SBAW
(Vienna) 163 (1909), 1-79.

Ullmann, Manfred, Untersuchungen ur
Ragazpoesie. Ein Beitrag -ur arabischen
Sprach- und Literaturwissenschaft, Wiesbaden
(1966), 29—-37 and passim.

G.J.H. VAN GELDER

See also:  raja:
ruba‘iyya see dubayt

Ruman, Mikha’il (1927-73)
Egyptian dramatist. Born in Upper Egypt,

Ruman studied science at the University of
Cairo. Beginning in the early 1960s, he

666

produced a series of radical plays on social and
political themes, which depict the struggle of
the individual against oppression, be it politi-
cal, social or psychological. In all of these
works the leading character is given the same
name, Hamdi. The first of these plays, al-
Dukhan (1962), presents him as a member of a
lower middle-class family struggling to escape
from drug addiction; in the one-act play al-
Wafid (1965), the author uses a hotel as a
symbol of a totalitarian system, skilfully
maintaining a Kafkaesque atmosphere until the
hero’s final desperate plea that he does not
want to die. Controversial and -hard-hitting,
Raman’s plays frequently encountered dif-
ficulties from the Egyptian censor.

Text edition

“The new arrival’, in F. Abdel Wahab (ed.), Modern
Egyptian Drama, Minneapolis (1976), 154-205.

Further reading

Badawi, M.M., Modern Arabic Drama in Egypt,
Cambridge (1987).
’ P. STARKEY

al-Rummani, *Ali ibn ‘Isa
(276-384,/889-994)

Abii al-Hasan °‘Ali ibn ‘Isa was a Mu‘tazili
grammarian, rhetorician and theologian from
Baghdad. (Ibn al-Nadim’s Fihrist gives 296/
909 as his year of birth.) Ibn Durayd was
among his teachers. According to some of his
contemporaries, he incorporated too much
logic in his grammatical speculations. Twenty-
one titles are ascribed to him in Yaqut’s
Mu'jam al-udaba’, most of them dealing with
grammar. Part of his commentary on
Sibawayh has been edited. His commentary
on the Koran is lost. The impact of his short
but influential treatise on the inimitability of
Koranic style (i‘jaz al-Qur’an) is noticeable
in the works of al-Bagillani, Abut Hllal al-
*Askari and many others.

Text editions

al-Hudid fi al-nahw, in Ras@’il fi al-nahw wa-al-
lugha, Muhammad Jawad and Y.Y. Maskiini
(eds), Baghdad (1969), 37-50.

al-Nukar fi i‘jaz al-Qur’an, in Thalath rasa’il fi
i‘jaz al-Qur’an lil-Rummani wa-al-Khattabi wa-
‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, Muhammad Khalaf
Allah and Muhammad Zaghlul Sallam (eds),
2nd edn, Cairo (1968), 73-113.
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rative of a journey from Cairo to Medina and Mecca, by

Suez, Araba, Tawila, al-Jauf, Jubbe, Hail, and Neyd, in

1845, in JRGeog.S, xxiv (1854), 169-170; A. von

Wrede, Reise in Hadhramaut, Brunswick ‘1873.

- (G.R.D. King)

RU’BA 5. aL-‘ADIDJAD] aL-Tamimi, Abu ’I-
Djahhaf (Abé Muhammad also occurs), an Arab
poet of the Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid era (d.
145/762), the greatest exponent of the radiaz [g.v.]
kasida. The name Ru’ba, by which he was called
after his grandfather, is attested seven times, and its
diminutive Ru’ayba eight times, in Ibn al-Kalbi’s
genealogy (see Caskel-Strenziok ii, 489b). There is no
clear cluster of attestations in Eastern Arabia, which
makes Krenkow’s contention (see EI', s.n.) that the
name is the Persian rdbdh “‘fox’’ less likely. Arabic
philologists suggest several explanations of this
peculiar name (Ibn Durayd, ol-Ishtiksk, 260). Al-
Amidi (al-Mw’ialif, 175-7) mentions three poets by
that name, but only Ru’ba b. al-‘Adjdjadj of the tribe
of the Bant Malik b. Sa°d b. Zayd Manat b. Tamim
became celebrated as a poet of radiaz verses, in which
genre he surpassed both his father {see AL-ap[DJAD]]
and the latter’s rival Abu "I-Nadjm al-‘Idjii {g.v.]. He
and his father are sometimes jointly called al-
‘Adidjadjan (dual ‘ala ’I-taghlid).

Of his life very little is known. His birth date is
unknown, but since he is said to have died at an ad-
vanced age, 65/685 is a likely guess. Like his father he
spent most of his early life in the desert (badiya). In his
middle years he scems to have travelled widely in the
Eastern parts of the empire (Khurasan, Kirman) as a

- panegyrist, but possibly also as a soldier and a mer-
chant (he mentions the flourishing silk trade [bay© al-
sarak, no. 12, 1. 32] in Kirman, though be himself is
poverty-stricken). For the rest of his life he seems to
have settled down in Basra (min a%ab al-Basra), where
he became inter alie an important linguistic informant
for the nascent Basran circle of philologists.

Exact dates are hard to come by. In 97/716 he made
the pilgrimage in the entourage of the caliph
Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Malik, which also included the
poets Djarir and al-Farazdak (4ghdni, ed. Dar al-
Kutub, xiv, 85). This may indicate the true beginning
of his career as a panegyrist, as Blachére suggests
(HLA, 526). His poem (no. 54) in praise of the
general Maslama b. ‘Abd al-Malik (d. 121/738 [4.4.])
alludes to the latter’s victory over Yazid b. al-
Muhallab whom he killed in 102/720 [see
MUHALLABIDS]; it clearly shows Ru’ba’s asabiyya
against the Azd, though not necessarily against the
Southerners in general (he praises, e.g., the Kalbi al-
Hakam, see below). Other addressees of his poems
include:

(1) Umayyad officials (inter alios):

Maslama b. ‘Abd al-Malik (see above, also no. 10);
Bilal b. Abi Burda (infer alia kadi in Basra before 118,
d. 126/744; nos. 6, 30, 42, and 57); ‘Abd al-Malik b.
Kays al-Dhi’bi (governor of Sind ¢. 105/723; no. 26);
al-Hakam b. ‘Awana al-Kalbi (governor of Sind
under Hisham, Dimamben, no. 13); Khalid b. ‘Abd
Allah al-Kasri (governor of Iraq, d. 126/743-4 [g.5.];
no. 18); Aban b. al-Walid al-Badjalt (in 127/745 ap-
pointed chief of the guard by the caliph Marwan; nos.
15, 23, and 25); Nasr b. Sayyar (last Umayyad gover-
nor of Khurisan, d. 131/748 [g.2.]; nos. 19, 50); and
al-Kasim b. Muhammad b. al-Kisim al-Thakafi
(Ahlwardt, Dawda, lii, and Krenkow in EI' call him
the conqueror of Sind, but that would be Muhammad
b. al-Kasim lg.v.]; Ru’ba addresses him as Kasim and
describes himself as old and bald, which he would not

have been at the time of Muhammad’s QCath in

96/715, so al-Kasim is possibly a son of the conqueror
of Sind. Cf., however, al-Tabari ii, 1256, where
under the year 94 al-Kasim b. Muhammad is men-
tioned as the conqueror of ard al-Hind! No. 22).

(2) Umayyad caliphs: )
Hisham (105-25/724-43; no. 2, where the introduc-
tory phrase wrongly states Maslama as the addressee,
and Diiamben, no. 9); al-Walid II b. Yazid (125-6/743-
4; no. 39); and Marwan II b. Muhammad (127-
32/744-50; no. 41).

As he had in his way shown his attachment to the
Umayyads, it is no matter for surprise that Ru’ba did
not feel his life safe when he was summoned before
Abd Muslim. Of the audience, we only know that
Abi Muslim showed himself a connoisseur of Arabic.
Two poems in praise of Abi Muslim are to be found
in Geyer’s Diigmben, nos. 4 and 6. Several other
poems in praise of members of the new dynasty have
survived; one of 400 lines (no. 55) is dedicated to Abid
’I-‘Abbas al-Saffah and two to his uncle Sulayman b.
“Alf (nos. 45 and 47), whom he appointed governor of
Basra. The latest poems of Ru’ba are in praise of al-
Mansir, who succeeded his brother as caliph in

. 136/754 (no. 14 and Ditamben, no. 8). He was then an

old man and is said to have died in 145/762.

All Ru’ba’s poems are in the radjaz maghtiir metre;
the few verses in other metres ascribed to him (nos.
104-8 of the abyat mufrada in Ahlwardt’s ed. of the
Diwan) are by other poets and wrongly attributed to
him, with the possible exception of nos. 107 and 108,
for which we have Aba “Ubayda’s testimony that they
constitute Ru’ba’s only non-radiaz output (see
Ullmann, Unfersuchungen, 31n.). He had learned the
art from his father, whom he even accuses of taking
credit for his poems when Ru’ba began to write, and
we actually have a poem by Ru’ba in which he asserts
himself against his father (no. 37). From his father he
also inherited a fondness for unusual words and his
poems are among the most difficult in the Arabic
language, as they are full of words that are never or
only very rarely found in other poets (cf. Ahlwardt’s
lexical-statistical proof of this phenomenon in Diwdn,
xeviii-exii, including both al-‘Adjdjadj and Ru’ba).
One even suspects that, for the sake of effect, the poet
coined new words which did not previously exist. He
certainly feels free to derive new words from existing

- roots and to bend roots and words to his liking. These

are general features of radiaz (see Ullmann, Unler-
suchungen, chis. 3-8), but Ru’ba may be particularly
audacious in this violent handling of the language. He
is also fonder than any other poet of accumulating a
number of forms from the same verbal root in the
same line (tadjnis ishtikak *‘figura etymologica’). The
resulting style is rough, harsh, but forceful, at times
willfully obscure, pronouncedly Bedouin-like, a lingua
rustica (Ahlwardt, Diwan, xii), which often borders on
the grotesque and ironic and seems to acquire the
character of a parody of the ancient kasida (Ullmann,
Untersuchungen, 37). However, Blachére has pointed
out that Ru’ba is quite capable of using simple
language when the rhetorical exigencies of the situa-
tion require it (e.g. in no. 50, addressed to Nasr b.
Sayyar and warning him of Abd Muslim); it is
Bedouin themes like the haunting desert descriptions
that attract most of the gharib vocabulary (HLA, 529).

As a rule, Ru’ba’s poems are remarkably long. The
tripartite structure nasib-rahil-madih is often adhered
to, but more complex structures are not uncommon,
as Nallino (Littérature, 158) and Blachére (HLA, 528)
have shown. One of the more interesting fakhr themes
is pride in his own poetry (sec the collection of
shawdhid in Ahlwardt, Diwan, lix-Ixi). The Diwdn con-
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