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RUDAKI — ar-RUDHRAWARI

vili, Néshin-ruwdn verses 3337-3470; Bayhaki,
Tarikh-i Mas‘udi, ed. Ghani and Fayyad, Tehran
1342 Sh./1945, 61, 188, 239, 366, 599; Tarikh-i

Sistan, ed. M.T. Bahar, Tehran 1314 Sh./1935,

316-24; Asadi, Lughat-i Furs, passim (see the editions

by Horn, Ikbal and Mudjtaba’i/Sadiki, and also

Horn’s introd., 18-21); Raduyani, Tardiumdn al-

bolagha, ed. A. Ates, Istanbul 1949, passim (and

Ates’s notes, 90-2); Sam‘ani, fol. 262a-b = ed.

Haydarabad, vi, 192; Nizami ‘Aradi, Cahdr makdla,

ed. Kazwini, London-Leiden 1910, 28, 31-4;

‘Awfi, Lubab, ii, 6-9; Shams-i Kays, al-Mudjam fi

ma‘ayir ashar al-adiam, ed. Kazwini, London 1909,

passim; Muhammad b. Badr al-Djadjarmi, Mu’nis

al-ahrar fi daka*k al-ashar, ed. Tabibi, Tehran 1337-

50 Sh./1959-79, i1, 453-4; Dawlatshih, 31-3; Amin

Razi, Haft iklim, ed. Dj. Fadil, n.p. n.d., iii, 335-

43; E.D. Ross, Rudaki and Pseudo-Rudaki, in JRAS

(1924), 609-44; idem, 4 Qasida by Rudaki, in JRAS

(1926), 213-37 (contains a critical edition of the ode

mddar { may... by M. Kazwini and a translation by

Ross); S. Nafisi, Ahwal wa ash‘ar-i Ridaki, 3 vols.,

Tehran 1309-19 8h./1930-40 (collection of the

fragments in the last volume); revised ed. under the

title Aduhit-1 zindagi wa ahwal wa ashar-i Ridaki,

Tehran 1336 $h./1958 and reprints; M. Dabir-

Siyaki, Riadaki wa Sindbid-nama, in Yaghma, viii

(1334 Sh./19535), 218-23, 320-4, 413-6; Osori

Radaki, ed. A. Mirzoyev, Sualin-abad 1958;

Rudaki, St:ikhi, ed. 1.S. Braginskiy with Russian

verse trs. by V.V. Levik and S.I. Lipkin, Moscow

1964; A A. Sadiki, Ash%ar-1 taza-yi Ridakt, in Naghr-

1 Danish, ix/4 (1372 Sh./1993), 6-14; Sturey-de

Blois, v/1, 221-6 (with further literature).

(F.C. pe Brois)

RUDHBAR, RODBAR, meaning literally in Persian,
a district along a river or a district intersected by
rivers, and a frequent toponym in Islamic Persia.

Yakiat, Buldan, ed. Beirut, ii, 770-8, and al-
Samani, Ansab, ed. Haydardbad, vi, 187-90, list
Ridhbars at Isfahan, Ths, Balkh, Marw, Hamadhan
and Baghdad, and in the provinces of Shash and
Daylam. As homes or places of origin of noted
scholars, the most significant of these were the Radh-
bar by the gate of Tabaran, one of the two townships
making up Tus [g.2.]; the one near Baghdad; and the
one near Hamadhan.

In the historical geography of Persia, the most
significant Riidhbars have been:

1. On the left bank of the southernmost bend of the
Helmand river in southwestern Afghanistan,
now in the Nimrdz province of modern Afghanistan
(lat. 30°10" N.. long. 62°39’ E.), with the modern

settlement there still preserving the mediaeval name -

as known e.g. in the periods of Arab and Saffarid
domination in Sistan.

2. In Kirman, a district along the present-day
Minab or Dozdan river which in mediaeval Islamic
times lay on the road connecting Djtruft [¢.v.] with the
Persian Gulf at the Straits of Hormuz, the plain of
Reobarles crossed by Marco Polo in the later 7th/13th
century {see Yule and Cordier, The Book of Ser Marco
Polo®, London 1903, i, 109, 113-14; Admiralty Hand-
books, Persia, London 1945, 391).

3. In mediaeval Daylam [g.0.], with the name
now surviving in the modern bakhsh or county of Rad-
bar in Gilan province and its chef-lieu of the same
name in the valley of the Safid Rid [see kiziL-Uzen]
and on the Kazwin-Rasht road (lat. 36°49" N, long.
49°29' E.) (see Razmara (ed.), Farhang-i diughrafiva-yi
Irdnzamin, ii, 133); the population of the bakhsh in ca.
1960 was ca. 60,000.

This is the most famous of the Ridhbars in Islamic
history because the district was, from the late 5th/11th
century to the 7th/13th century, a2 major centre for

Isma‘li [see 1sMACiLIYva] activity. A century or so |

before the implantatisn of Ismia‘flism there, the
Ridhbar of Alamit [g.2.], in the valley of the Shih
Rid, the southern constituent stream of the Safid
Riid, had been the residence of the Daylami dynasty
of the Djustanids (on whom see Sayyid Ahmad
Kasrawi, Shahriyaran-i gum-nam, Tehran 1307/1928,
22-34; W. Madelung, in Camb. Aist. of Iran, iv, 223-4)
and already a centre of Zaydi Shiism. From Alamiit,
Hasan-i Sabbah [g.5.] furthered the Isma‘i da‘wa by
establishing garrisons in several other fortress in the
Riidhbar district towards the end of the 5th/11th cen-
tury, such as Girdkith, Lanbasar [4..] and Maymin-
diz [g.2.]. These fortresses were held by the communi-
ty until the operations in Daylam of Hilegii’s
Mongols in 651/1253, substantially completed with
the reduction of most of the fortresses by 654/1256,
although in the 1270s the local Isma‘iis seem to have
re-occupied some of the Radhbar fortresses. See
Freya Stark, The valleys of the Assassins, London 1936
P.J.E. Willey, The castles of the Assassins, London 1963;
M.G.S. Hodgson, in Camb. hist. of Iran, v, 430-2; F.
Dafiary, The Isma‘ilis, their history and doctrines, Cam-
bridge 190, 344-8, 422 ff.| 445, 448-9.
Bibliography: See also W. Barthold, 4 historical

geography of Iran, Princeton 1983, 73, 141, 209, 232;

D. Krawulsky, Iran—das Reich der iléne, eine

iopographisch-hisiorische Studie, Wiesbaden 1978, 57,

145. (C.E. BosworTH)

RUDHRAWAR, a rural district (risidk, nahiya)
of the mediaeval Islamic province of Djibl [¢.0.], sc.
western Persia. The geographers describe it as a fertile
plain below the Kih-i Alwand, containing 93 villages
and producing high-quality saffron which was ex-
ported through the nearby towns of Hamadhin and
Nihawand. The chef-lieu of the district, in which was
situated the gigmi® and minbar, was known as Karadj-i
Rudhrawar, characterised in the Hudid al-alam, tr.
132, § 31.8-9, as prosperous and the resort of mer-
chants. The site of this seems to have been distinct
from the Karadj which had, in earlier ‘Abbasid times,
been the seat of the Arab Dulafid family [scc aL-
KARAD]] and which the author of the Hudiid al-Glam
states was in ruins by his own time (sc. late 4th/10th
century), and it may be thet Karadj-i Radhrawar
grew up on a new site to replace the old Dulafid
capital,

Karadj-i Ridhrawar was stll flourishing in the
post-Mongol period, when Hamd Allih Mustawfi
described it as a town on which depended 70 villages,
still famed for their saffron production and yielding a
tax revenue of 23,500 dinars (Nuzha, 73, tr. 76). The
present ruins known as Radilawar probably mark the
site of Karadj-i Ridhrawar (J. de Morgan, Mission
scientifigue en Perse, Paris 1894-1904, ii, 136).

Bibliography: See also Sam‘ni, Adnsab, ed.

Haydarabad, vi, 190; Yakat, Buldan, ed. Beirut, iii,

78; Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 197,

Schwarz, Iran 1m Mittelalter, 504-5.

_ _ _ (C.E. BoswoRTH)

AL-RUDHRAWARI, AU SHUDJAC MUHAMMAD B.
AL-Husavn, Zauir AL-DIN; vizier to the Abbasid
caliphs and adib (437-88/1045-95).

He was actually born at Kangawar [see KINKIWAR]
in Djibal, but his father, a member of the official
classes, stemmed from the nearby district of Ridh-
rawar [g.2.]. Abt Shudja® Muhammad served al-
Muktadi as vizier very briefly in 471/1078-8 after the
dismissal of ‘“Amid al-Dawla Ibn Djahir [see pjanir,
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