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RUTUL — RUWALA 643

ed among the Rutuls and other southern Daghistanis
with many Christian, Zoroastrian, and polytheistic
holdovers. During the 18th-19th centuries conser-
vative SGfl movements were active among the Rutuls
and during this period many of the pre-Islamic
cultural rituals and beliefs were eliminated. The
Rutuls today are Sunni Muslims. As among all other
Daghistani peoples, and many other North Cauca-
sians, pre-Islamic clan vendetta laws are still common
among the Rutuls to this day.

Until the mid-20th century, patriarchal-clan en-
dogamic marriage patterns prevailed among the
Rutuls. Since that time traditional clan endogamy has
been breaking down. In addition to clan exogamy,
some ethnic intermarriage patterns with other
Daghistani peoples is beginning to develop, and in
particular in urban areas of Daghistan.

The traditional economy among the Rutuls was
based on transhumant pastoralism. Sheep and goats
were the most common stock animals raised by the
Rutuls for food, milk, and wool. As this is a dry and
mountainous region, little agriculture was practised
and animal. husbandry predominated. Traditionally,
women engaged in agricuiture while the men tended
the animals. Horses were also raised for transport as
were some cattle. Rug weaving and ceramics were
common crafts among the Rutuls, and the trade in
these goods formed an important part of the Rutul
traditional economy.

There was a long tradition of seasonal migration by
the Rutul men to find winter employment in other
parts of Daghistan and northern Adharbaydjan. As
there are no urban areas within the Rutul region
itself, u significant emigration to areas outside the
Rutul region by young people developed during the
Soviet period. Derbend  and Makhaé-kala  in
Daghistan, and Bakd, Sheki, and Kuba in Adhar-
baydjan are the main cities to which the Rutul
migrate.

The Rutuls are one of the numerically small peoples
of the Caucasus. According to the census returns of
the USSR, there were 10,495 Rutuls in 1926; 6,732
in 1959; 12,071 in 1970; 15,032 in 1979; and 29,672
in 1989. The radical changes in population reflect the
rapid rate of assimilation of the Rutuls by their
neighbours during the 1930s, and then a reversal of
that trend afterwards. The doubling of their popula-
tion between 1979 and 1989 represents a rise in Rutul
consciousness (i.e. redefinition by Rutuls who former-
ly called themselves Daghistanis, Lezgins or
Adharbaydjanis).

Bibliography: Narodi Dagestana, Moscow 1955;
Narodi  Kavkaza, Moscow 1960; R. Wixman,
Language aspects of ethnic patierns and processes in the
North Caucasus, Chicago 1980; A. Bennigsen, 7The
problem of bilingualism and assimilation in the North
Caucasus, in Central Asian Review, xv/3 (1967),
205-11. (R. Wixman)
RUWALA (a., also Ruwayla, conventional render-

ings Eng., Roala, Rwala, Ruwalla, Ruweilah; Ger-
man, {requenty Ruala, Rualla, Ruola, also Rawalla
and Erwalla; French, Rou’ala, Roualla), an impor-
tant tribe in northern Arabia.

The Ruwala and other ‘Anaza lg.v.] say that the
Ruwala are from the Dana Muslim group of ‘Anaza,
An authoritative Ruwayli gencalogist, Fraywan b.
Frayh al-Mu’abhil al-Sha‘lan, opposes Djas to Bighr;
Djas has, as descendants, Zayyid and Wahhab;
Zayyid has Rwayli (the Ruwala) and Mislim, who are
the Swélma, Shadja‘a and Abdilla; the Wahhab are
opposed to Zayyid and the descendants of Wahhab
are the “Ali (Wald ‘Ali) and Mufarridj, who are the

Hasana and Mesalikh (Lancaster 1981, 25). Other
authorities (e.g. Musil, 1928, quoting the then amir
NirT Sha‘lan) give the Dana Muslim as the Beni
Wahhab and the al-Djas: the Beni Wahhab divide in-
to the Hasana and the Wald ‘Ali; the Djas into the
Mihlef and the Ruwala. The names are similar, but
their position in relation to each other is inconsistent.

The sections (fukhid) of the Ruwala are: al-Mur’az
and al-Doghman (who together are the Djum‘®an), al-
Ka‘adki‘a and al-Fraydja. The Kwatzba, now reckon-
ed as part of the Ruwala, claim descent from Kahtan
[g.v.] and joined the Ruwala possibly in the 18th cen-
tury (Musil, Arabia deserta, 1927, 14-6; Lancaster,
1981, 155-6). The shaikhly family is Ibn Sha‘lan of
the Mur’az section, who took over the shaykhdom
from Ibn Ka‘ka® of al-Ka‘adki‘a, possibly in the 16th
century (Musil, 1928, 51; Lancaster, 1981, 126-7).

The arcas used by the Ruwala in the present and
past include Tayma and Khaybar, the Djubba, Wadi
Sirhan, al-Wudiyan, al-Labba, the Hamad and
Hawrdan. Numbers are difficult to establish, but the
Ruwala say they were and are the largest and most
powerful tribe in the northern Arabian desert. Shaykh
Faysal b. Fawwaz Sha‘lin estimates there 1o be over
half a million, most of whom are in northern Saudi
Arabia, with a few in Syria and Jordan.

Inconsistencies, noticeable in the sources, in the
precise relationships of the Ruwala to other parts of
the Dana Muslim group, in their sections, locations
and numbers, may be understood by reference to
Ruwayll concepts. The gencalogy is seen as a way of
talking about political and jural relationships of
closeness and distance between constituent parts of
the group, not actual descent. The shaikhly family
often personifies the tribe in historical and political
discussion; this cncourages a shilt in political focus to
be seen as a migration from one arca to another which
is ot justifiable when more detailed information is
available. The Ruwala are, as they have always been,
concerned with living their lives in their own terms:
they see their shaykhs as ambassadors, or agents, be-
tween them and the agencies of other governments,
rather than leaders as such. From this point of view,
the movement northwards in the late 18th century is
a political and economic shift on' the part of the
shaikhly family and those Ruwala who saw the shift as
a useful option.

The Ruwala say they are from ‘Anaz, who was the
brother of Ma‘az, the sons of Wa%l. This ‘Anaz b.
W&l genealogy is not totally consistent with the in-
formation of Higsham b, Muhammad al-Kalbi in his
Djamharat al-nasab on ‘Anaza b. Asad, “‘alter Stamm,
spater zu Rabi‘a gerechnet’’ (tr, Caskel and Stren-
ziok, Band ii, 189, and Band i, tables 141 and 172).
The Rabi‘a and Bakr b. W23l tribes dominate the
recorded history of northern Arabia in the early and
mediaeval periods. Yakiit, iii, 644, records the ‘Anaza
in Khaybar, as does Abu ’I-Fida, Takwim, tr.
Reinaud, 120. Sections of the Ruwala continue to
own date gardens there and in Tayma (Lancaster,
1981, 128). The Djlas (identified with the Ruwala by
Burckhardt, Notes, i, 6), and other ‘Anaza, are men-
tioned in Ottoman tax registers of 1558 as wintering
around Safad (A. Cohen and B. Lewis, Population and
revenue tn 1Gth century Palestine, Princeton 1979, 160).
Abujabr (Pioneers over Jordan, London 1989, 166} men-
tions a family from a section of the Ruwala who left
Tayma about 1600 and settled in al-Husn, near Irbid
in Jordan. Thus the Ruwala have been using the
wider region for a long period, although political and
cconomic shifts have caused them to be identified
with, and to identify themselves with, different areas.
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