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Although the fulut “‘one-third’ script appears in
some early classical texts, not much is known
about this ancient script, except that one of its
main features, in its smaller version, was the
roundness of its letters. Ibn an-Nadim (d. 380/
990), for example, reports that the large tulut
(at-tulut al-kabir at-tagil) was ‘invented’ by
Qutba (d. 154/771) as one of the four leading
scripts, the others being jalil, titmar al-kabir,
and #isf at-taqil. The smaller (xafif) version
apparently developed from a small and round
script called al-mudawwar as-sagtr, which
was used for writing in registers (dafatir) and
recording traditions {badit) and poetry (5ir; Ibn
an-Nadim, Fibrist 17; Abbott 1939:31).

Tulut script became established as the prin-

- cipal chancery script, with pronounced cur-
. vilinear features, as a result of the reform of
7 handwriting by Ibn Muqla (d. 328/940) and

later Ibn al-Bawwab (d. 413/x022), during the
4th/roth and early sth/rzth centuries. A good
early example of the use of tulut can be found
in a multiscript composition presenting a col-
lection of poems by Salima ibn Jandal executed
before 456/1064. Even though its attribution
to Ibn al-Bawwab is disputed, there appears to
be no doubt that the manuscript was produced
in the middle of the sth/rzth century (Rice
1955:22; Blair 2006:169).

By the 7th/r3th century, tulur was practiced
from Egypt to Iran. Indeed, it became estab-
lished as one of the “Six Pens’ in the Eastern
tradition (Iraq and Iran), as well as the main
curvilinear chancery script in Mamluk Syria
and Egypt.

Just like = mubagqaq, tulut in the Arabic
Mamluk tradition is one of the two fundamen-
tal scripts (’asl) from which others are derived
{far). This same tradition reports that tulut is
called thus from the fact that only one-third
of its letter forms are rectilinear, or because
it was written with a pen whose nib cut was
eight horsehairs wide, i.e. one-third of the
ancient f#mdr script, or that it was written on
the size of paper known as tulf ‘one-third’. Like
all major scripts, it had its larger (tagil, kabir)
and smaller (xafif) varieties (Gacek 1987:127;
1989:147). Furthermore, al-Qalqalandi (Subb
I, 58) reports that it was written with a pen
that was cut obliquely (mubarraf) because it
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used hairlines (2a§%rat) to link letters and words,
which can only be executed with such a pen.
Being the largest script in the curvilinear
{layyin, mugawwar, murattab) family, tulug
script was serifed, with a pronounced right-
sloping head-serif (tarwis). Its ’alif, unlike the
’alif of mubagqaq, was slightly bent and had a
left-turned (smubarraf) tail/foot. Some sources
describe the shape of this ’alif as “a man look-

ing at his feet”, and being either seven or nine |/

rhombic dots in height. Indeed, the foot-serif |;

on the ’alif often joins to the following letter. -

Tulut, moreover, leaves all the counters (‘eyes’)
of its letters open (maftib, munawwar), as
opposed to closed {matmiis, mu‘allag). Just as
in mupaqqaq, its most visible feature and the
one that distinguishes the two scripts, lies in
the shape of the descenders (sublinear strokes).
Here most of the descenders, which fall quite
far below the baseline, on such letters as jim,
rd@, sin, sdd, ‘ayn, mim, nin, curve upward
(mugawwar), while the tails of some of them-
are joined to the next letter by means of hair-
lines (tai‘irat; Gacek x989). Indeed, the use
of hairlines is characteristic of the whole of
the fulut family of scripts. In tulut, in contrast
to mubaqqaq, we find many assimilated/con-
tracted (mudgam, mu‘allag) letterforms. Thus,
for instance, the final b@ often has the form
of bh@ mubdawdiba, that is, a b3 ‘bowed
upward’, as opposed to a h4@’ with an open
counter (bd@ mardifa, mubaqqaqa, 4), which
is typical of mubaqqaq script. Also, again in
contrast to mubaqqaq, tului appears not to
have favored the use of the ‘s>-shaped kaf (al-
kdf al-mabsiita), in its initial and medial posi-
tions. Instead, we find proportionately more of
the other type, the cross-barred kaf, & (al-kaf
al-maskila).

In the chancery, fulut was used for important
documents, such as edicts, whereas in codices
it was used mostly for book titles and chap-
ter headings, especially in manuscripts of the
Qur’dn (Gacek 1989).

Tulut remained the ideal style for epigra-
phy and was used on virtually any material
and anywhere. Verses were written on pillows
and curtains, goblets and flasks, garments and
beadgear, belts and kerchiefs, golden and sil-
ver vessels, as well as on porcelain (Schimmel
1984:22, 25-26; Soucek 1979:14).

For monumental inscriptions, a large (jalil)
tulut form was used (— epigraphy; see Fig. 1).
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