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The Poems of Surigah b. Mirdds al-Barigi— 3 W
An Umayyad Poet ‘il
By S. M. HUSAIN, M.A,, D.Pu.(Oxon.) 3
BN
IntroDUCTION )
~ ~ \\O
URAQAH B. MIRDAS AL-BARIQI was a contemporary
of the great trio, al-Akhtal, al-Farazdaq, and Jarir, <

whose names stand out so pre-eminently in the list of the \§
Umayyad bards that all contemporary poets are thrown into ~

the shade. Thus there is no article on our poet in the Aghdni,

and he would have passed quite unnoticed but for his taking

8 part in tho literary duel between al-Farazdag and Jarir.

ﬁ;a The public scolding match (3-ls) in which these two
niasters were engaged for many years attracted our poet

and, like the well-known Akhtal, he, too, joined in the fray

with lis sympathics for al-Farazdaq. The ancedotes relating

to the “flytings” (,=\&), which he and Jarir composed
against cach other, as narrated on the authority of Abi
‘Ubaidah, will be found interesting. It is said that Muhanunad

b. ‘Umair b. ‘Utérid al-Darimi; a noble,? offered four thousand
dirhams and a horse to the poet who could compose a poem

giving al-Farazdaq preference over Jarir. Of all poets Suriqah,

who had already composed some invective upon Jarir,? took

up the challenge and produced a piece of lampoon ® which

wag carried to Jarir, requiring him to malke a reply forthwith.

Jurir tried throughout the whole night but failed. At break

of day, however, his poetical genius came to his aid and the

—SU/ g

! Mubarrad, Kdwmil, p. 174 5 ho was secretary to the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik
b, Murwdn (Aghdni, ii, 151), and also appears to have been a companion of
the prince, Bishr b. Marwin, to whom he, thus, recited the verses of w
- abl-Akhtal (ibid., xiii, 13), E
* No. vi.
% No. vil,
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