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Mahmud, Shah
(15th CenturyA.D.)

Shah Mahmud was sufi poet who rose to
eminence at Mangalkot. As tradition has it, he
waged war with Bikarmajit, the Raja of
Mangalkot, and won victory over him. He was
a good scholar of Arabic and is said to have
worked for the propagation of Islam. He lies
buried at Arwal.
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Makhdum Shah Daula
(d. 1293A.D.)

Among the Sufis of high rank who drew
the attention of the people of Bangladesh was
Makhdum Shah Daula (1291 A.D.). He was a
prince of Yemen. He came to Bangladesh to
preach Islam and its doctrines. For this purpose
he settled himself at Shahzadpur in the district
of Pabna

He came with a large party including
twelve darwishes, three nephews and a sis-
ter. Thi§ locality was under the sway of a

Hindu Raja of Bihar. A battle between the
Raja’s army and the immigrants took place
and it resultec in the death of all; only
Khawaja Noor, who was among one of his
companions, survived. He was married with
a Prince of Sonargaon, near Dacca.

Although, this saint did not get sufficient
time to preach the teachings of Islam there is
no doubt in his mystical rank and position. His
mission was carried forward and completed by
his comrade Khawaja Noor.

An annual urs (fair) is held at the shrine
of Makhdum Shah Shahid in the month of
Chaitra (April) which lasts for about a month.
A popular belief is that the saint came to Ben-
gal during the 12th century A.D.; but this fact
is not supported by the historians.

Shah Jalalud-Din Bukhari flourished in
1291 A.D. and Shamsud-Din Tabrizi, the pre-
ceptor of Maulana Jalalud-Din Rumi, died in
the year 1273 A.D. Makhdum Shah Daula was
a younger contemporary of these two darwishes.
Hence, he was probably alive in the later part
of the 13 century.
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