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Ferene Crivkés ®

A Messiah Untamed: Notes on the Philology of Shah Tsma“il’s Divin

The article aims to refute a long-standing thesis first put forth by Viadimir Minorsky

about bow the various copies of the divin of Shak Imi'll might veflect shifts and-
changes in the veligious and political landscape of early modern Iran. Contrary to the

luminary Russian Orientalists claims, it demonstrates and contextualizes the

observation that there were several textual traditions and that most of the copies

continued to reflect messianism and “extremist” notions of religiosity well into late

Safavid times, appealing to a broad audience which was likely made up of Sufi adepts

and nomadic Qizilbash, as well as a more refined echelon of courtly connoissenrs,

residing in the borderland between the Ottoman lands and Tran. At the same time, it
suggests that the main theme of Shab Lmd'il's messianic poetry was sainthood and

that in this sense Safavid messianisin was not a unigue abervation but comparable

and connected to such similar ideologies as are known from the Timurid, Qttoman or

Mughal conzext.

Keywords: Shah Ismafl; Safavids; Iran; Messianism; Turkic/Turkish Lirerature;
Ortomman Literature; Sufi Literature; Viadimir Minorsky

The article focuses on problems related ro messianism in Shah IsmaTl’s Diwin as
reflected in its manuseript copies. It refutes some of the erroncous common
wisdom held about them, and ties this into a broader discourse on patronage given
to Turkic poerry in Safavid Iran and the question of Safavid messianism. As I hope
to demonstrate, some of our misconceptions are caused not only by the inaccessibilicy
of the material—though that has been greatly remedied lately with the easier accessi-
bility of manuscripts and the recent publication of a crirical edition of the Divdz—bur
also by the methodological backwardness of much of the scholarship on Shah Tsmail's
poetry. In addition, the exclusive emphasis on Shah Isma‘il’s messianism as expressed
in his poetry has somewhat distorced his reception, in that only some of his pieces are
actually of a messianic, eschatological character. I will argue thar both his messianic
literary output and his more “mainstrearn,” mystical and courtly love poerry, is part
of the eultural milicu under the Safavids that had been in vogue in the broader Per-

sianate world from Anatolia to Iran and Central Asia since the fourteenth century.

Ferenc Csirkés is an Assistant Professos of History ar SabancrUnivessity in Istanbul.
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