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342 European (including Russian) Historical Writing

the best available survey of the history of Syria and certainly deserves a
new edition. It represents an intelligent and forceful gpproa_ch to ic
subject and places the various events and dcvelo.pmen'ts in an interesting
perspective. Lammens made a good case for hus nation syrienne; and, in
some ways, he may have been right. . o 4

In general, the works of Lammens have received much criticism, mainly
on the grounds of partiality; but it is important to note t}}at_: later scholars
have been as partial in their acceptance or rejection of his ideas and con-
clusions as he was in his treatment of sources. No scholar disput.cs the fact
that Lammens was prejudiced; but a prejudice is not necessarily wrong.
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29. TWO BRITISH HISTORIANS OF PERSIA

M. E. YAPP

Lecturer in the History of the Near and Middle East, School of Oriental and African Studies, London

In assessing an historian there are four general questions that need to be
answered. These questions fall into two groups. First of all we want to
know what information was available to the historian and the use he
made of it, 1.e. his sources and his technical equipment. Secondly we want
to know with what preconceived ideas and with what object he approached
his task. i.e. his prejudice. Within the general framework of these questions
this paper will treat of two British historians of Persia-—Sir John Malcolm
and Sir Percy Sykes.

Malcolm and Sykes were chosen for two reasons. From the viewpoint of
history they represent the first and the most recent attempts by British
historians to write comprehensive histories of Persia and a comparison of
their work spans 2 hundred years of the study of Persia from the Napoleonic
to the First World War when British ideas of Persia were dominated by its
position in relation to the North West Frontier of India.

Sir John Malcolm’s History of Fersia was published in 1815 in two
portly volumes.* Malcolm’s first motive in writing it was an official one: to
produce information on an area which was becoming important in British
diplomacy.? During the first years of the nineteenth century the danger of
a French invasion of India caused the Indian Government to send a
number of agents to negotiate treaties with and to collect information
about the states lying beyond the North West Frontier of India. It was
clear that the information collected needed to be more widely known.
Accordingly the agents divided up the area between them, and each pro-
duced a book. Mountstuart Elphinstone wrote on Afghanistan;® Heary
Poitinger on Sind and Baluchistan,* and Malcolm on Persia. In the first
decade of the nineteenth century Malcolm had led three missions to Persia
and he wrote, ‘the prosecution of my public duties first led me to feel the
want of a history of Persia’.? Malcolm’s second motive was a more mun-
dane one. The writing of the history was a sort of paid holiday for Malcolm.
Malcolm had in fact begun it, at least in 1808, and in January 1809 he

11 have used the 1815 edition. Another was published in 1829.

2 Cp. Edmonstone to Malcolm. Quoted Sir J. W. Kaye, Life o/ Malcolm, 2 vols. (London, 1856),
* E?\Zé;ntstuart Elphinsto;, An aaount of the Kingdom of Caubul, 2 vols. (London, 1815).

4 H. Pottinger, Travels in Beloochisian and Sinde (London, 1816).
5 Malcolm, History, i, p. ix.
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the best available survey of the history of Syria and certainly deserves a
new edition. It represents an intelligent and forceful approach to the
subject and places the various events and developments in an interesting
perspective. Lammens made a good case for his nation syrienne; and, in
some ways, he may have been right.

In general, the works of Lammens have received much criticism, mainly
on the grounds of partiality; but it is important to note that later scholars
have been as partial in their acceptance or rejection of his ideas and con-
clusions as he was in his treatment of sources. No scholar disputes the fact
that Lammens was prejudiced; but a prejudice is not necessarily wrong.

HISTORIANS OF THE |
MIDDLE EAST

Edied®y BERNARD LEWIS aND' P, M. HOLT
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS LONDO

ON: 589,

N 1g62

s.3(¢23-354

29. TWO BRITISH HISTORIANS OF PERSIA

M. E. YAPP

Lecturer in the History of the Near and Middle Fast, School of Oriental and African Studies, London

In assessing an historian there are four general questions that need to be
answered. These questions fall into two groups. First of all we want to
know what information was available to the historian and the use he
made of'it, i.e. his sources and his technical equipment. Secondly we want
to know with what preconceived ideas and with what object he approached
his task. i.e. his prejudice. Within the general framework of thesc questions
this paper will treat of two British historians of Persia—Sir John Malcolm
and Sir Percy Sykes. ,

Malcolm and Sykes were chosen for two reasons. From the viewpoint of
history they represent the first and the most recent attempts by British
historians to write comprehensive histories of Persia and a comparison of
their work spans a hundred years of the study of Persia from the Napoleonic
to the First World War when British ideas of Persia were dominated by its
position in relation to the North West Frontier of India.

Sir John Malcolm’s History of Persia was published in 1815 in two
portly volumes.? Malcolm’s first motive in writing it was an official one: to
produce information on an area which was becoming important in British
diplomacy.? During the first years of the nineteenth century the danger of
a French invasion of India caused the Indian Government to send a
number of agents to negotiate treaties with and to collect information
about the states lying beyond the North West Frontier of India. It was
clear that the information collected needed to be more widely known.
Accordingly the agents divided up the area between them, and each pro-
duced a book. Mountstuart Elphinstone wrote on Afghanistan;® Henry
Pottinger on Sind and Baluchistan,* and Malcolm on Persia. In the first
decade of the nineteenth century Malcolm had led three missions to Persia
and he wrote, ‘the prosecution of my public duties first led me to feel the
want of a history of Persia’.5 Malcolm’s second motive was a more mun-
dane one. The writing of the history was a sort of paid holiday for Malcolm.
Malcolm had in fact begun it, at least in 1808, and in January 1809 he

1T have used the 1815 edition. Another was published in 182q.

% Cp. Edmonstone to Malcolm, Quoted Sir J. W. Kaye, Life of Malcolm, 2 vols. (London, 1856),
ii, 6o-1.

K Mountstuart Elphinstone, 4n account of the Kingdom of Caubul, 2 vols. (London, 1815).

4 H. Pottinger, Travels in Beloochistan and Sinde (London, 1816).
5 Malcolm, History, i, p. ix. :
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14 REVUE DU MONDE MUSULMAN

Tout sera facile, si une volonté générale s’impose aux
intéréts particuliers contradictoires : teux des nations eu-
ropéennes, comme ceux des peuples indigénes. Cela ne se
peut que dans un cadre régional d’autonomies économiques,
et de libertés sociales, par la formule d’Etats-Unis, gérés
en commun.

Accompagné d’'une mainmise politique, le privilége in-
dustriel et commercial serait le partage, avec des conse-
quences inquiétantes. On se féliciterait, av contraire, de voir,
par exemple, les riches plaines de ’'Euphrate, mises en va-
leur par les capitaux anglais, sans risque d’envahissement
politique. La menace disparait, si 'Etat de Bagdad reléve
fédérativement d'un gouvernement central, controle par les
puissances associées. Les concessions économiques du gou-
vernement local ne seront ni diplomatiques, ni militaires.

Si I'Association des grandes puissances, appelée a décider
des destinées du monde, a la vision complete des choses,
elle hésitera d’autant moins a se prononcer pour les Etats-
Unis d’Orient que, de la Turquie, leur organisation pour-
rait s'étendre 4 ’Arabie et 4 la Perse, comme a I’Asie Russe
et au Caucase. Pour les peuples musulmans de ces vastes
COURUERS, coinmie pour 125 says earcpéens, [ntéressés a leur
développement matériel et social, ce serait la prospérite
dans la paix. Mais I'épreuvede la guerre a-t-elle fait germer
la sagesse dans la conscience humaine?

Les décisions du Congres de Paris vont montrer si le
monde civilisé est libéré lui-méme des ambitions qu’il a
vaincues. Qu'on le souhaite ou non, la question d’Orient
sera la pierre de touche de la « Société des Nations ».

A. Le CHATELIER.

10 janvier 1g19.

IN MEMORIAM SIR MARK SYKES

i REMARKS ABOUT THE PRESENT DISRUPTION OF BRITISH
POLICY IN THE NEAR EAST

: He is no longer there, among us. Two months only,
; and we already begin to realize all what we have lost with
f him. We, Europeans : civilized Europeans, I mean. -

‘When, in 1915, Sir Mark Sykes, under Lord Kitchener’s
impulse, came to give, for the first time, to the ‘* Near
East ” paolicy of the United Kingdom, a comprehensive
structure and a definite shape, — it was neither a finan-
cial scheme for economical prospection, nor an adventu-
rous wish for unilateral expansion, which led him on. It
was the maturing of a wide personal experience, and the
freewill of a deep love which moved him towards his
friends of these Eastern Nationalities, that Young Turkey
had so utterly failed to emancipate, — and that Great Bri-
tain alone was enabled then, by the great war, 1o rescue
and to rebuild. He had visited all their towns, crossed their
wilderness, and climbed their mountains, several times,
he was truly fond of them, end knowing him, they all
confided in him. Not only had he studied the present
conditions of their social life, drawn powerfully in his
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. Translations from classical Persian literature are rare, although Omar
-+ Khayyam has been put into Hebrew repeatedly. An attempt, also, has
. ‘been made to translate into Hebrew, a chapter of Firdusi's Shahname,
* No account of the School of Oriental Studies would be complete
- without reference to its valuable collection of nearly four thousand
: -photographs of monuments of Muslim art and architecture—an excel-
~lent guide for lectures and research in this field. It also possesses
- archives of Oriental music, the collection of which was the life task
- of the late R. Lachmann, containing gramophone recordings of the
secular and liturgical music of the various sects and races of North
-Africa, Persia, Turkey and other countries of the East.

The Wisdom of Ibn Saud

That Ibn Saud’s counsel in Arab matters has been invaluable
would be questioned only by those who fain would see adopted a

licy diametrically opposed to his. It is true that not all Arab leaders
EZve at all times seen eye to eye with him, for, particularly in North
Arabia, men are apt to be impatient to obtain quick results; but none
denies his unlimited faith in the future of the Arab peoples. He is no
dreamer; he realises that fine words butter no parsnips; that walking
must precede running.

There are difficulties in the Arab world—it would be flying in the
face of history and of the evidence of the present to deny it—and none
realises them more fully than Ibn Saud. But, given patience and re-
solve, they are conquerable, and, if Allah wills, they will be overcome.
For cheap denunciation and unconstructive criticism, Ibn Saud has
scant roora: his is the quieter way of playing the fish. The very nature

-of Saudi Arabia, with its punishment for those who spurn the wells
of truth and think to cross uncharted deserts without knowledge of
the whereabouts of water, indicates a leisurely if careful approach to
problems, and though Ibn Saud can act with speed when the occa-
sion demands, he recognises that snap decisions may recoil upon the
man who prefers celerity to clear thinking.

Ibn Saud will surely become a legend—he is, indeed, already such.
It would be easy to conclude by saying that we shall not see his like
again. But, if Allah wills, he has many years yet to live, and in any
case none can tell when Arabia may throw up a comparable genius. It
may be, but it is not inevitable, that the glories of his personal rule
will in time be but a memory, for they proceed rather from a man
than from a system; they may equally be an inspiration to govern the
deeds of those who come after him.

There is no need to be gloomy about the future of Arabia. It is of
good augury that Ibn Saud’s qualities have been so far recognised by
the world as to obtain for his realm membership of the San Francisco
Conference, and if the interest of the West in his domains is rightly
directed, there may ehsue a lasting and mutual benefit between a
land that, except for Muslims, has too long been in the shadows, and
the outside world that could with immense advantage imbue itself
with some of Ibn Saud’s virtues,

~Great Britain and the East

MISS MAY S. BLAUVELT,|Office Secretary
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Transport, the Chief Problem of Turkey

The inadequacy of modern means of transport is the problem in
Turkey. So writes a correspondent of the magazine Great Britain and
the East. (Jan. 1945).

Turkey, being overwhelmingly an agricultural land, has felt her
industry far less dislocated by the policy of autarchy than such coun-
tries as Great Britain, Sweden and Switzerland. In Turkey there has
been no need to plough up ancient parks, as in England, nor to clear
the forests to grow crops, as has been the case both in Sweden and
Switzerland. Turkey is favoured with an excellent climate and rich
soil that produces an abundance and variety of crops. She produces
also large surplus of food for export. 1 ‘ o

The chief problem in Turkey is the inadequacy of means of trans-
port. It is surprising to read, for instance, that in a country of this
size there are not more than 15,000 kilometres of main roads built by
the Ministry of Public Works, quite inadequate for a country of 8co,-
000 square kilometres. The authorities are aware of this, and there
is an annual allocation in the Ministry’s budget that is increased every
year. When the present program has been carried out, Turkey will
have the benefit of a network of over 40,000 kilometres of main roads.

But the other vital component is the transport system, means of
locomotion being very backward. One consequence is that the diffi-
culty of bringing crops to the market has been a severe handicap to the
farmers and to the export trade in grain and pulse.

There is no motor industry in the country, so Turkey is obliged
to import all her cars and lorries, to say nothing of spare parts, and,
above all, of tires, to say nothing of petrol and of railway rolling stock.
It should not be difficult to found a wagon factory here. There is
ample scope for it. In the War of Independence!all the military trans-
port was carried on rural two-wheeled carts.

: Under present conditions, it is virtually impossible to import
orries. ‘

Sir Percy Sykes

We are indebted to Luzac’s Quarterly for this obituary of one who
had a large circle of friends in the Near East: |

Brigadier-General Sir Percy Sykes, K.C.LE, C.B., C.M.G., who
died on June 11 at the age of 78, will be remermbered for his important
contributions to geographical, scientific and historical knowledge of
Persia. Born at Canterbury on February 28, 1867, he was educated at
Rugby and Sandhurst, whence he was gazerted to the 16th Lancers; in
1888 he transferred to the 2nd Dragoon Guards.

Early in life he was drawn to the study of Persia, and in 1893, when
he had to rejoin his regiment in the Punjab, he obtained permission
to travel thither by way of Persia; this he did, following a route taken
by Marco Polo in the second half of the 13th century, and so reached
Kerman, discovering on his way a snow-clad range of hills, unmarked
on any map, which he estimated at about 8,000 ft. On his second jour-
ney, 1893-4, he explored Baluchistan, being the first European to
climb the volcano of Koh-i-Taftan (12,452 ft.); returning to Persia in
1894, he was appointed the first Consul for ‘Kerman and Persian
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