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e ta‘assub — fanaticism
AB AADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
‘ SONRA GELEN .DOKUMAN

The Muslim concept

The meaning of ta‘assub includes extremism; the realisation of one’s ambitions
through crudeness and violence; the complete rejection of anyone with a different
opinion; the denigration of anybody who follows a different conviction, even if they
are right. The word also means the support of one’s own relations, group or fellow be-
lievers, irrespective of whether they are right or not, whether they are acting properly
or not. Thus ta‘assub is the opposite of tasdmuh whose meaning is tolerance, patience
with others. Ta‘assub refers to a certain kind of closed thinking, ossified views, the re-
jection of other people, a refusal to accommodate or agree with others, and an inflated
sense of enthusiasm for the ‘asabiyya (q.v.) and one’s own flesh and blood'.

Fanaticism has been at the centre of attention of the generation of the so-called
Arab renaissance (nahda). For example, in a significant article about fanaticism and
tolerance, published in 1874, Adib Ishédq (d. 1885) defined fanaticism as extreme ex-
aggeration of religious or other conviction, which might even go as far as violence
against those of a different belief or conviction®, By contrast, Jamal al-Din al-Afghani
(d. 1897) defended fanaticism (ta‘assub) if it referred to the bond between people be-
longing to the.same religion or sharing the same fundamental principles of faith; as
long as they didn’t go too far; he considered such a force a positive feature, contribut-
ing to the improvement of humanity3. ‘

In present-day Arabic lay discourse, Ishdq’s definition prevails. In this regard, Ja-
bir “Usfiir defines fa‘assub as an individual’s consciousness of such intensity that he
is unable to recognise any perspectives other than his own, rendering him incapable
of stepping beyond, or engaging in a debate about, his views. Holders of all opinions
different from his own are to be annihilated through moral or physical violencet.

. Contemporary Islamist discourse, however, follows al-AfghanT’s definition, refusing
to criticise religious overzealousness (ta‘assub). For instance, M. -al-Ghazali (d. 1996)
asserts that, despite the laws and traditions connected with it, from the point of view
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1 ‘Adil al-Damkhi: al-Ta‘assub: Mazahiruhu, asbabuhu, nat@ijubu, Mu’tamar al-wasati-
yya manhaj haydt, Kuvait (Wizéirat al-awqaf al-Kuwaytiyya), 20035, pp. 1—-2.

2 Adib Ishiq al-Ta'assub wa ’l-tasahul, in Adwa’ ‘ald 7-ta‘assub, Bejrit (Dar amwij),
1993, p- 13. '

3 Jamil al-Din al-AfghanT: al-Ta‘agsub, in Adwa’ ‘ald ’I-ta‘assub, p. 30.

4  Jabir ‘Usfur: Didda I-ta‘assub, Cairo (al-Hay’a al-migriyya al-4mma li-1-kitab), 2000, p. 25.
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CONSERVATION PRINCIPLES

nents see this position as incoherent. If the adoption
of consequentialism demands its suppression then in
what sense can we adopt it? How could a society be
said to be governed by a moral code if no-one in that
society believed it?

4 Rule-consequentialism

The second alternative to direct act-consequentialism
is rule-consequentialism, which offers a more sub-
stantive role for moral rules or principles. Individual
acts arc judged right or wrong by reference to the
rules; the rules, but not the individial acts, are judged
by the results of accepting them. The right action is,
roughly, the one that is in conformity with a set of
moral rules which, if generally accepted, would tend
to produce better results than any other set of viable
rules we might accept. RMe-consequentmhsm differs
from indirect act-consequentialism in two ways. It
maintains that each decision should be guided by
thoughts about which action is the right one, and
denies that the right action is necessarily the one with
the best results. In deciding which rules to accept we
should bear in mind that the rules need to be clear,
reasonably simple and not too difficuft to comply
with, given human nature. If they meet these
requirements, it is likely that such rules will not be
too dissimilar to our present ones. . :
Rule-consequentlahsm might be a plauszble moral
theory, but should it properly be seen as a form of
consequentialism? It apparently abandons a central
tenet of consequent1a11<m the claim that our goal
should be to maximize the good. The rule I should
follow, on this view, is the one that would have better
consequences, if generally accepted, than any other
rule. If it is not, in fact, generally accepted, then in
following it I may not get as close to maximizing the
good as I would if T followed some other policy. For
that reason, perhaps, act-consequentialism has re-

mained most popular among defenders of the theory,,

despite its difficulties.

See also; PERFECTIONISM

References and further reading
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A Companion to Ethics, Oxford: Blackwell, 230-40.
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Parfit, D. (1984) Reasons and Persgns, Oxford:
Clarendon Press, esp. sections 10-14, 37, 41-4.
(Contains one of the most sophisticated recent
discussions and defences of consequentialism.)

Scheffler, S. (1982) The Rejection of Consequentialism,
Oxford: Clarendon Press. (Argues for a ‘hybrid”
theory in which agents are permitted, but cannot be
required, not to maximize the good.)

—— (1988) Consequentialism and Its Critics, Oxford:
Oxford University Press. (A very useful collection of
seminal articles.)

Sidgwick, H. (1874) The Methods of Ethics, Londor:
Macmillan; 7th edn, 1907, esp. I (ch. 9), II (ch. 1),
I (chaps 11, 13), IV (chaps 2-5}. (The classic
source of many of the strategies now dlscussed by
consequentialists and their opponents.) - ’

Smart, J. and Williams, B. {(1973) Utzlztarzanzsm For

and Against, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press. (Two fine essays. Williams’ piece introduces
many of the objections to consequentialism that
have figured in subsequent debate, including the
notorious example of Jim and the Indians.)

DAVID McNAUGHTON

CONSERVATION PRINCIPLES

In antiguity ‘self-evident’ principles were used to argue
for the conservation of certain quantities. The concept
of quantitative conservation laws, such as those of mass
and energy, is of much later origin. Even prior to the
development of modern mechanics, symmetries were
emplayed to solve some dynamical problems. The
relation between conserved quantities and symmetries
has come to play a central role in the physical sciences.
Conservation laws may reflect as much about the way
the human mind organizes the phenomena of the world
as they do about physical reality itself.

One can distinguish between broad metaphysical
principles of conservation and empirical conservation

vol.
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Edit. Edward Craig, Routledge Encyclopedla of Philosophy,
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372 TATAR PAZARCIK — TATARRUF

Celehi enumerated 16 mahallas and 870 houses. Quiclet
mentions a clock-tower in 1664 (the current clock-
tower dates from 1741). In 1718, Driesch found houses
larger and more attractive than those of Ni§ or of
Sofia.

The Bulgar population only began to grow from
the 18th century onward. The town seems to have
been spared the anarchy of the years between 1790
and 1815, being controlled at this time by a powerful
family of ayans, who entertained visitors in sumptu-
ous style (Galt, 1811; Lamartine, 1833). Zahariev pro-
vides a detailed description of the place as it was in
the 1860s: it comprised 33 mahallas and 3,420 houses,
1,200 shops, 19 mosques, 6 churches, 1 synagogue
and 4 public baths. There were 8 Turkish schools
with 500 pupils, 6 Bulgar schools with 530 pupils,
and Jewish, Vlach and Armenian schools. The pop-
ulation is said to have amounted to 25,000 inhabitants,
of whom Bulgars comprised 57% and Turks 28.5%.

In January 1878 the town was burned and pillaged
in the course of Sileyman Pagha’s retreat (a moving
description in de Lonlay’s account). The majority of
the Turkish population emigrated at that time, while
the prohibition of rice-growing between 1879 and
1884 was intended to ruin the Beys. In the context
of Eastern Rumelia (1878-85), then of the Principality
of Bulgaria, Tatar Pazarcik managed to survive: in
1900 it comprised 17,000 inhabitants, including 2,000
Turks and 1,000 Muslim Gipsies. In 1923 it still largely
retained its Ottoman appearance, although only four
mosques remained; an assistant muyfif was in residence
there. At the present day, the Muslim presence 1s
assured by a significant Gipsy community (Horohan
and KalajdZi groups) and, unobtrusively, by Pomaks
[g.v.] originally from the neighbouring mountains.

Bibliography: S. Zahariev, Geografiko-istoriko-
statisticesko optisante na Tatar PazardZiskata kaaza, Vienna

1870, repr. Sofia 1973; D. de Lonlay, A travers la

Bulgarie, Paris 1888; 1. Batakliev, Grad Tatar Pazardzik,

Sofia 1923; Frenski patepisi za Balkanite XV-XVIII,

Sofia 1975; Nemskz 1 avsiriski pétepisi za Balkanite XV-

XVI, Sofia 1979; B. Lory, Le sort de héritage ottoman

en Bulgarie 1878-1900, Istanbul 1985; A.K. Balkanh,

Sarki Rumeli ve buradaki Tiirkler, Ankara 1986; Nemski

i avstriski patepisi za Balkanite XVII-XVIII, Sofia 1987;

Anglijski pétepisi za Balkanite XVI-XIX, Sofia 1987.

(B. Lory)

TATARRUF (a., verbal noun of form V of {-r-f),
at present the usual Arabic word for extremism,
radicalism. Metaphorically, the term is understood
as the opposite of “moderate”. The latter meaning is
connected with the topos of the “the golden mean”
between two extremes, which has been current since
Anuquity and has served as a definition for the con-
cept of moderation (A. fawassuf, 1‘tdal). After World
War II the concept of extremism found its way into
academic literature, and since the 1970s has been
specifically used in Islamic and Orientalist literature
for the phenomenon of militant religious-political groups.
Inter alia, the term is applied to mark the difference
between those groups and other ones for whom a
number of more comprehensive neologisms such as
“Islamists” (islamiyyin) and “fundamentalists” {usitliyyan)
appear to be appropriate. On the other hand, the
concept of fatarryf is also used as a synonym of the
older concept of ghuluww [see gHULAT] as well as that

of ta‘assub, tanatiu’, tazammul or lashaddud “fanaticism, .

rigorism”.

The concept of extremism, unless its contents are
carefully defined, is problematic, for it can easily be
politicised and used indiscriminately. In the Western

world, the “democratic constitutional state” usually
counts as the antithesis to “extremism”, but in the
Islamic world such a consensus is missing, as 1s clear
from a quick glance at the literature. Here the exist-
ing state power, legitimised democratically only in rare
cases, determines what political extremism is. It is
even more difficult to determine al-tatarryf al-dini and
to define it against the wasafiypa—a concept often
claimed by Muslim authors for their religion (usually
with reference to Kur’an II, 143, 185, and IV, 28),
but in general without much elaboration. While many
Muslims view the (militant) Islamists as extremists, the
latter tend to apply that term to both their secular-
minded co-religionists as well as to religious fringe
groups (such as the Ahmadiyya, the Baha’is or the
Isma‘iliyya [g.u0.].

Basically, the word “extreme” may refer to: 1) Ideas
and actions by groups of various types {(among them
circles of theorists, individual [isolated] acuvists, ter-
rorist groups, merger movements, vanguard parties).
They may be distiguished from one another accord-

ing to the importance they attribute to doctrine, organ-

isation and action, but are similar with regard to their
aim to overthrow the established social order. 2) Coun-
tries and régimes which want to undermine the polit-
ical authority and legitimacy of other states and
régimes. 3) States which try to modify the existing
power relations within the international system. In spite
of the various aims and strategies, the term “extreme”
always refers to movements or régimes which want
to bring about a change in the status guo, occasionally
with all possible means, and to counteract m the
region the interests of the “Westerners”, in particular
those of the USA and of Israel

The extremist doctrine is in general marked by the
following structural patterns: claims to know the
absolute truth, dogmatism, utopianism, friend-enemy
stereotypes, conspiracy theories, fanaticism and activ-
ism. To its most important functions belong inter-
pretation and explanation (but not the search for
understanding) of what is going on in the world. In
the case of religious extremism, there is also the cer-
tainty of salvation, which is connected, especially in
the Shi‘a, with the idea of martyrdom and of mes-
sianic or millenarian expectations. Next to this, the
doctrine also serves to indicate the way of action and
to formulate the aim, to integrate members or to iso-
late alleged enemies. Further, it functions to both legit-
imate and justify action on the political level.

The particular nature of religious-political extrem-
ism lies in its claim to religious legitimacy and divine
guidance; its followers consider themselves as posses-
sors of the absolute truth, sanctioned by God. The
specific dimensions of this extremism are:

I. Striving for the expansion of religious law; in
this process, the Shar7‘a is indeed explained and accen-
tuated in different ways, but is in general interpreted
rigorously and sclectively (idealisation of the carly
Umma, “founding myths”).

2. Social isolation and the set-up of a counter-
society serving as a model for the future. This implics
among other things that during missionary activitics
precautionary measures are taken in order to prevent
the dangers which may arise from contact with those
who are not like-minded.

3. Rejection of cultural forms and values that arce
not perceived as indigenous to the religious tradition
(the phenomenon of counter-acculturation or “defen-
sive culture”). The unique nature of Islam is empha-
sised in comparison to all other existing ideologics
and social systerns,
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132 isldmiyat V (2002), sayt 1 islamiydr V (2002), say1 1, s. 133-141
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leneksel kabuliin yeniden gozden gecirilmesi ve degistirilmesi cihetine gidilme-
si son derece isabetli olacakur. Bu, aynt zamanda magdurun korunmasi, sucu A
verilecek cezanin kesin delillere dayanmast, stipheli delillere dayal bir ceza uy- ;M‘M
gulama riskinden kaginilmas: agisindan da yerinde olacaktir.® Miirteddle ilgili Ta’assub*
temkinli tutumunu az énce gordiigiimiiz Ibrahim en-Naha'T'nin; “Denilirdi ki, eli-
nizden geldigince Muslimanlardan cezalan kaldirmaya ¢aligin. Mislimanin le-
hine bir ¢ikig yolu bulursaniz onun cezasim kaldinn. Zira Mishimanlann ydne-

ticilerinden bir yoneticinin affederek hata etmesi, ceza uygulayarak hata isleme-

MUHAMMED ABDUH [1849-1905]**
CEV. MEHMED AKIF (ERSOY] {1873-1936)

sinden daha iyidir.*20 sozli, saniniz bugtin bizlerin recm ve irtidad konusunda

takinmamuz gereken tavri

¢ok veciz bir sekilde Gzetlemektedir.

Bitlin bu milahazalarn, Islam hukukunda asirlarca siirdiiriilmiis olan bir

yanhgin dizeltilmesinden

ote bir bagka anlami daha vardir ki, o da, zaman za-

man Islam’a yonelik elegtirilere yol agan birtakim hususlann, aslinda bizatihi

bizler tarafindan kesinlikt
&1, bunun ise Islam gerce
jim carpitmak gibi son de

en uzak bilgilere dayamlarak ‘sanal’ olarak yaratuldi-
§ini bizzat kendi ellerimizle saptirmak ve Islam ima-
rece tehlikeli bir girisim oldugudur. Arak Misliman-

lar ve tzeilikle de Islam ulemas;, muhatap oldukian elegtirilere savunma iggii-

dusiyle her ne pahasina
olarak savunduklannin n
sorma cesaretini gosterm
kendilerine duyduklan sa

19 Giiya Islam ceza hukukunda i
Cevat Aksivin fslam Ceza H

plursa olsun cevap vermeye girismeden 6nce,? Islam
e olciide gercekten Islam olduklanm: da kendilerine
elidirler. Kanaatimce, bu, her seyden 6nce onlann
ygmnin ve dzgiivenin geredi olsa gerektir.

nsancil esaslarin tespiti amaciyla gerceklestirildigi ileri.‘;ﬁrﬁlen, M.
ukuku ve Insani Esaslari (Istanbul 1976) adli doktora tezinde,

insancil olmanin geregi olammk oOnce irtidad ve recm cezalarmun geri delilleri/dayanaklan
tarugilacags yerde; nasi bir insancilihk anlaysudir ki, irtidad ve zina suglanna dair —durumu
yukanda arz ettigimiz— giipheli delillere dayaniarak 6lim cezass 6ngorilmesinden hicbir
rahatsizlik duyulmamugtir (Bkz. age.,, s. 20, 53,54, 59, 70, 74.). Zina ve irtidad suclarina verile-
cek ceza konusunda gerekli hassasiyeti ve bunun sonucu olarak gerekli inceleme-aragtirmay:
yapmadan, birtakun zanni delillerle insanlara 6lim cezasi vermenin neresi insancallikte? Bu

durumda islam ceza hukukun
ikna edici olur? Saruriz bu so

un insancilhigindan bahsetmek acaba ne kadar diirist ve ne kadar
rulant —herkesten once- ilahiyatqi kimligi yaninda, avukat olarak

bir de hukukgu kimnligi tagiyan yazann kendi kendisine sormas: gerekir.

20 Age., X. 166, no: 18698.

21 Bu baglamda, Islam hukukgllannin recm ve irtidad konulanyla ilgili, ikinci dereceden ve

yorumsal nitelikteki delillerini

ayrica ele almay: diigtintiyoruz.

Her tarafda bilhassa bildd-i sarkda um@m halkin vird-i zebant olan, biitiin
mahfillerde, cem'iyetlerde nésin agzindan ditsmeyen bu kelimenin ist’'ma-
lindeki mebziliyet o dereceye varmisdir ki bugiin nitika yoksullannin medar-
1 keldm hep bu kelimeden ibaret kalmigdir. Hicbir ibare gegmiyor ki biitiin ze-
min-i mebahisi zabt eden bu kelime ile baglamasin yahud bununla bitmesin.
Ta'assub lafzmmin medlGli her beldnn illet-i gaiyesi, her musibetin sebeb-i
aslisi addolunuyor. Asabiyyetle ittisaf edenlerle fevz u feldh arasina girilmis en
kesif bir perde oldugu tevehhiim edilen bu lafiz irid clununca ezhina nakiis-
den, rezéilden ibiret bir medlil tebddir ediyor. Hele hak ile biuli temyiz ikti-
danm hiiz olmadiklar: hilde Frenk kisvesine biiriinerek Garblilan kérikoriine
taklid seyyiesiyle en ni-hem-vir [uygunsuz] mesalike sapanlara gelince: onlar
bu nevzuhtr bid'ati sermaye-i makal etmek husQsunda en ileri gidenlerdir.
Bakarsin ki herifler ta’assubun feniliklanni sayarken baslanni sallarlar kagla-
nnt ¢atarlar biytk sakal altindan istihzdlar ederler. Saga sola ta'n u tezyif oklan

* Swdt-r Mustakim'den (1. cilt sayw: 55, 10 Eylal 1325) ahinmustir,

** 1849'da Asag Misirda dogdu, Misirda medrese 6grenimi gordi. Bir ara dgrenimini yanda bira-
karak kendini tasavvufa verdi. 1879'da dérululim medreselerinde maderrislikle goreviendirildi.
Bir miiddet sonra Misirdan stirgtin edildi. Ertesi yi tilkeye geri cagrilip Misi'in resmi gazetesi
el-Vakdyi‘u'l-Migriyye'nin bagyazarhina getirildi. 1882'de ayaklanmalar nedeniyle Misir'dan
ikinci kez slirglin edildi. Paris'e giderek Cemileddin Afgani ile el-‘Urvetu'’l-vuska adl gazeteyi
vaymmladi. Kisa bir siire ¢kan bu dergi Islam diinyasinda milliyetcilik hareketlerinin
gelismesinde etkili oldu. 1895'te Beyrut'ta bir medresede ders vermeye bagladi. Misira doniince
yerli bir mahkemede hakim olarak gérevlendirildi. 1897 yilinda temyiz mahkemesinde miisavir,
1899'da muiftii oldu. Olinceye kadar bu gérevine devam etti (1905). Bazi eserleri sunlardir:
Risaletu't-tevhid, el-Islam ve'n-nasraniyye maal-4lm vel-medeniyye.
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