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R. Kevin Jaques, Authority, conflict and the transmission of d
Medieval Islamic law, Leiden 2006. ISAM 1777225
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INTRODUCTION

relationship bgtween a father and his son, in fact, it is something more
sacred. A pgpﬂ who does not know his teacher is like a son who does
not know| his father, in fact, he is even more wrong. A jurist who is

asked, for

instance, about al-Muzani and al-GhazalT and does not know

the interval of time between them and the distance between the places
where they lived certainly reveals a truly disqualifying lack of knowl-
edge. Cerfainly the transmitters of traditions, the jhadith scholars have
long appreciated the truth of this and drawn the consequences: they
have written monographs on personality criticism, and they have also

dealt with
jurists, on

this subject in works which go under the title of hustory. The
the other hand, have ceased to realize {the importance of)

this subject. Thus, their previous awareness of the different degrees of
accuracy 4nd accomplishment among their leaders and experts ceased

to exist.®

Here, al-Naw

awl articulates a potent critique of the legal profession

that would shape the development of a genre of legal biographical

historical text
the period wa

over 'tl.le next 300 years. He argues that the crisis of
s a cnsis of authority that can chiefly be blamed on a

failure to majntain the teachings of the great jurists of previous

generations..

Al-Nawawi’s critique came to dominate the internal discourse of

the legal scho

ols, especially the Shafi’s and Hanafis. Internal to the

school‘s there was an attempt to sort out the problems of legal inter-
pretation by secking to delineate the chains by which authoritative
knowledge was passed from generation to generation. The root of
the problem, according to this view, was that jurists had drifted away

from the core
had become i
Jurists away fi
rules for the g
of legal abilitig
historical dictig

An

methods and doctrines of the schools of law; that they
nfluenced by ideas and intellectual traditions that led
om the purpose of the legal profession: to articulate
suidance of the: community. This view of the decline
s 1s expressed most fully in the genre of biographical
naries known as fabagat (literally, generations or ranks).

overview of the development of the tabaqat genre {\

According to H. A. R. Gibb, Arab Islamic historiography embraces
both annals and biography.* In fact, biographies were so compre-

> Rosenthal, 303.

> See his Studi

s on the Civilization of Islam, ed. Stanford J. Shaw and William R.

Polk (Boston: Beacon Press: 1962), 108.

N

v
o

INTRODUCTION 11

hensive by the Mamliik period that, “biography was history in the
view of many of its practitioners.” This view is shared by most
scholars who have examined the biographical genre.®® Tabagat texts,

$5 Tarif Khalidi, Arabic Historical Thought in the Classical Period (Cambridge: University
Press, 1994), 210.

56 There has been extensive work done on and with biographical literature in
the Islamic tradition. The following represents a brief list of texts that are impor-
tant examinations and applications of the genre. See Michael Cooperson, Classical
Arabic Biography: The Heirs of the Prophet in the Age of al-Ma’man (Cambridge: University
Press, 2000); Jonathan P. Berkey, The Transmission of Knowledge in Medieval Cairo: A
Social History of Islamic Education (Princeton: University Press, 1992); Richard W.
Bulliet, “A Quantitative Approach to Medieval Muslim Biographical Dictionaries,”
The Fournal of Economic and Social History 13 (1970): 195-211, also see his Conversion
to Islam in the Medieval Period: An Essay in Quantiiative Hisiory (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1979) and his Islam: The View from the Fdge (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1994); Claude Cahen, “History and Historians,” in Cambridge History
of Arabic Literatue, ed. M. J. L Young, et al,, vol. 3 (Cambridge: University Press,
1990), 188233, and his “Editing Arabic Chronicles: A Few Suggestions,” Islamic
Studies 1, no. 3 (1962): 1-25; Michael Chamberlain, Knowledge and Social Practice in
Medieval Damaseus, 1190—1550 (Cambridge: University Press, 1994); Hartmut Fihndrich,
“The Wafayat al-A‘yan of Ton Khallikan: A New Approach,” Journal of the American
Oriental Society 93 {1973): 432—445; H. A. R. Gibb, “Islamic Biographical Literature,”
in Historians of the Middle East, ed. B. Lewis and P. M. Holt, (London: Oxford
University Press, 1962), 54-58; Ibrahim Hafsi, “Recherches sur le genre Tabaqat
dans la littérature arabe,” Arabica 23 (September 1976): 297-65) 24 (February 1977):
1-41; 24 (June 1977): 150-86; Tarif Khalidi, drabic Historical-Thought in the Classical
Period; Donald P. Little, An Introduction to Mamluk Historiography: An Analysis of Arabic
Annalistic and Biographical Sources for the Reign of an-Malik al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Ogla’un
(Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner, 1970), and see his History and Historiography of the Mamluks
(London: Variorum Reprints, 1986), and “Historiography of the Ayyubid and
Mamluk Epochs,” in The Cambridge History of Egypt, ed. Carl F. Petry, vol. 1: Islamic
Egypt, 640-151 (Cambridge: University Press, 1998); Otto Loth, “Die Ursprung
und Bedeutung der Tabaqat,” Zetschrift der Deuischen Morgenlindischen Gesellschaft 23
(1869): 593-614; George Makdisi, “Tabagas-Biography: Law. and Orthodoxy- in
Classical Islam,” Islamic Studies 32 (1993): 371-96; Carl F. Petry, The Civilian Elite
of Cairo in the Later Middle Ages (Princeton: University Press, 1981); William Popper;
trans. History of Egypt: An Extract from Abt I-Mahasin Ibn Taghit Birdi’s Chronicle (New
Haven: American Orental Society, 1967); Wadad al-Qadi, “Biographical Dictionaries:
Inner Structure and Cultural Significance,” in The Book in the Islamic World: The
Whitten Word and Communication in the Middle Fast, ed. George N. Atiyeh (Albany:
State University of New York Press, 1995), 93—-122; Ruth Roded, Women in Islamic
Biographical Collections (Boulder Co.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1994); Franz Rosenthal,
“On Medieval Authorial Biographies: Al-Ya’qubi and Ibn Hajar,” in Luerary Heritage
of Classical Islam: Arabic and Islamic Studies in Honor of James A. Bellamy, ed. Mustansir
Mir (Princetor: Darwin Press, 1993), 255-74, and especially his 4 History of Muslim
Historiography, 93-95, 100-06; Devin Stewart, “Capital, Accumulation, and the Islamic
Academic Biography,” Edebiyat 7 (1997): 346-62; Ferdinand Wiistenfeld, Academien
der Araber und thre Lehrer (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1837); M. J. L.
Young, “Arabic Biographical Writing,” in The Cambridge History of Arabic Literature:
Religion, Learning and Science in the ‘Abbasid Period, ed. M. J. L. Young, J. D. Latham
and R. B. Serjeant (Cambridge: University Press, 1990), 168-87; and Chase Robinson,
Islamic Historiography (Cambridge: University Press, 2003), 72-74.
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