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must be regarded as a marvel of scholarly
research that the learned author succeeded
in reading and interpreting all obsglete
words and idioms with perfect certjtude.
Of very great help to students /of old
Urdu, the book may well be cited as an
eloquent testimony to Dr. Abdul Hag's
protound erudition.
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STUDIES IN SHAHNAMEH, by Sir
J. C. Coyajee (D. B. Taraporevala Sons
& Co.)

l HiSisa collection o‘&f\six essays written
with the object/*’ to contribute to
the study of that body of Iranian

and foreign legends and mythology which
form the groundwork of the Shahndmeh.”
To achieve this, the learned author had
to undertake a ﬂé‘omprehensive study of
comparative Mythology, which enabled
him to show traces of the ancient Hittite
motifs preserﬁ/ed in the Iranian epic, and,
on the othey hand, to indicate the extent
to which the Shdhnameh has influenced
legendary/tales in Europe. This seems to
open anew field of research and, from this
point of/ view alone, Sir Coyajee’s ploneer
work §¥xould attract the attention of all
lovers/of Mythology.

In/dealing with Firdausi’s Theology, the
author is inclined to assume that the poet’s
notions about Wisdom, Soul, etc., were
borrowed directly from such Pahlavi
books as Mainog-i-Khirad, Dastan-i-Dinik
and Dinkdrd, but ignores the likelihood

/of Firdausi's having use the Persian
translations of these works which are
known to have existed in his time.

M.A.C.

TABAQAT AL-SHU'ARA’ AL-MUH-
DATHIN of Ibn ul-Mu‘tazz reproduced
in facsimile ...... with introduction, notes
and variants by A. Eghbal. Gibb Memo-
rial, London 1939. 4 to 226 pp. Arabic
text; 32 pp- Introduction and 56 pp. Notes

and additions.

BDALLAH son of the Caliph al-
Mu'tazz was born in 247. An un-
successful attempt was made on the

20th of Rabi‘ 1 296 to make him caliph ; he

- murteat)
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was compelled to seek refuge with the
celebrated jewel-dealer Ibn al-Jassas, was
made prisoner and strangled on the 2n

of Rabi* II of the same year. Very little is
known of his life before that eventful day.
As a rich prince of the imperial house, he
lived the life of a patron of learning, and

‘himself was a productive author. Several

of his works have come down to us an
four had been published before the ap-
pearance of the present volume. A collec-
tion of his poems, a Diwan in two volumes,
was published in a very inadequate edition
in Alexandria in 1891 (Reprinted since in
Bairut), apparently representing the text
of his pupil Abtu Bakr as-Sali. This is
practically confirmed by a similar Diwan
which is incorporated by as-Sdli in his
Kitdb al-Aurdg dealing with the poetry of
the sons of the caliphs (Ash‘dr Aulad al-
khulafd’ ~pp- 114-296). Most poems in
these two collections are identical and
errors in either collections can be corrected
from the other. A smaller work Fusiil at-
Tamathil fi Tabdshir as-Suriiy was pub-
lished in 1344 (192 5) after the Cairo
manuscript. It deals with the poetry on
wine, etc., with short prose excursions an
is really a collection of poems, mostly by
modern poets, including many specimens
of his own composition. In Monde Orient-
al vol. XVIII pp. 56-121. Kratshkofski
published a prose collection of aphorisms
based upon the unique manuscript in the
British Museum. This work, Ifeel sure, is
identical with the « Kitab al-Fusal”
mentioned in Brockelmann’s History of
Arabic Literature (Supplement 1. 130) as
No. 14. Extracts from this work are found
in Ibn al-Jauzi's Muntazam (ed. Hyder-
abad VI. 84) and elsewhere which give
the impression that the British Museum
manuscript is not complete.

Of greater importance and of more
lasting influence was his Kitab al-Badi’
which has appeared in the same series as
the present work and edited by Kratsh-
kofski also, as it 1s the first attempt of a
literary classification of Arabic poetry.
This work was composed in 274 when the
author was 27 years of age and 1s the only
one of his works of which we know the
date of composition.

The library of the Escurial in Spain
possesses a fine copy of an abridgement
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