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TADLA, a vast region of central Morocco.
It is a landscape of plains, foothills and mountains.
In the east it starts at the sources of the Umm al-
Rabi‘ (Wansifane) and the Moulouya, and in the
Middle-Atlas (Fazaz) it follows the upper course of
the former river to its confluence with the Wad al-
‘Abid. From there the plains of the Tadla stretch on
both sides of the two rivers until they reach-the fields
of phosphates in the north; then they skirt the sills
of the Sraghna and the Shawiya-ir ‘the west. South-
wards, Tadla thrusts towards the slopes of the High
Atlas (Drane) It has a Mediterranean type climate,
semi-arid to dry with an_average precipitation of 350
mm, except in the foothills where humidity is more
noticeable. The geological evolution of the region has
endowed Tadla with an alluvial plain which is par-
ticularly rich in water resources and highly fertle.
There are still divided opinions about how this voca-
ble should be written (Tadla, Tadila, Tidle, etc.) and
what it means. The Amazigh language of Morocco,
Algeria, and the Touareg includes terms derived from
the root t-d-/ which indicate the colour “black” or
“dark green”. The morphological parallel which may

exist between the vocables Tadila and Dild’, denoting
the mountainous zone in the north-east with the famous
Zawiya of Dila’, has already been emphasised else-
where by the present writer, and can also be found
in the writings of historians such as ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-
Fishtalt (d. 1031/ 1622-1) in Manahil al-saf@’, and Abt
al-Kasim al-Zayyani (d. 1241/1883) in al-Bustan al-
zarif. The word Tadla, as it is pronounced locally,
means “a sheaf of corn”, which fits in well with the
preponderant agncultural realities of the region. In
Classical Arabic the ethnic name is fadilf, and in
dialect it is tadlaur.

The ancient inhabitants of the Tadla were Berbcrs,
with the Zenita agriculturalists in the plains, and the
Haskiira-Snaga shepherds in the mountains. The first
contact the Tadla had with the Arabs was when ‘Ukba
b. Nafi‘ (d. 63/683 [g.z.]) passed through on his way
back from Siis. But when Idris I conquered Tadla in
172/789 he found only a small number of Muslims;
the majority of the population were either Jews or
Christians. In 202/818 the Andalusian Arabs on their
flight from Spain after the revolt of the Rabad at
Cordova settled in Tadl3. Some years later, other Arabs
from Fas followed them when an Idrisid amirate was
created in that region. However, the main Arab migra-
tion took place only at the end of the 6th/12th cen-
tury, when the Almohads decided to make the Arab
Bedouin of the Banii Hilal and Sulaym, who had set-
tled in Tunisia, move towards Morocco. The Arabs
then spread out within the country. On this subject
Ibn Khaldiin wrote that “the immigrant Arabs of
the Djusham and Riyah have made their home in
the plains and Morocco is being submerged by count-
less clans”.

After the assassination of the Almohad Yahya b.
Nisir in 63371236, the Banti Djabir, another group
of the Djusham, flocked to Tadld and settled in the
foothills neighbouring the Sniga, who were established
in the hilltops and the plains. Sometimes the Banii
Djabir risked going to the plains but when they learned
of danger cdming from the central power or a ruth-
less leader they withdrew to the mountains to their
Berber allies. The Sa‘dians, in their tarn, brought in
the Ma‘kil Arabs who originally came from the Yemen
to Tadla.

In time, a heterogeneous Arabo-Berber population
grew up. Because of its strategic situation between the
north and the south, and its control of the road link-
ing the two imperal cites, Fas and Marrakush, and
its natural resources, TadlZ has been the object of
constant interest on the part of all the dynasties of
Morocco, and-each has tried to strengthen its hold

there by nominating represcntanves from it to high-

levels of power.

Nevertheless, conflicts affected the region badly;
some towns were destroyed and rebuilt, but others
_]ust dxsappeared and new ones were built on their
ruins. That is how, in the Middle Ages the town of
Tadla was a metropolis which gave its name to the
whole province; al-HimyarT wrote in his al-Rawd al-
mitar that “it is an ancient town where relics of an-
cient times can be found”. Al-IdrisT adds that “the
city of Tadla held a prime position for the production
of cotton and exported large quantities of it in all
directions; it was the princip'tl raw material used in the
production of cotton fabric in the Maghrib al-Aksa”.

Only the town of Day at the foot of ithe moun-
tain could be compared to it. Al-Bakri, calling it humn,
a stronghold, describes a lively trade there, with traders
from Fas, Basra and Sidjilmisa. Al-ldrisT noted that
Dﬁ)/f had an advantage over the town of Tadla in its




