124 HAMMOND
Concluding Remarks

Now that we have taken note of the lessons Badr'ah Masabni gave her early
twentieth-century Arab spectator on “The Langudge of the Eyes”, let us consid-
er what lessons this film script has for us, early twenty -first-century scholarly
consumers of Egyptian popular culture. When I first chanced upon the film
script, it struck me as gold, not only because of its early date and the likeli-
hood that it is the only trace of a film that is now lost, but also because it was
made and directed by a woman. This nascent penod of Egyptian cinema was
an empowering one for women, and a number of female theatrical stars, such
as ‘Azizah Amir and Bahijah Hafiz, produced and directed films as vehicles
for their own performances.*” The power and authority of Badi'ah Masabni's
stance, her repeated assertives and directives, her commissives which are ut-
tered from a position of strength as she boasts that she is in no need of remu-
neration, and her gradual disabling of her spectator, whose passivity increases
with each stanza, stand as a celebration of her powers as a woman who casts
glances and a performer who re-enacts them. Badi‘ah Masabni may or may not
have composed the text, but she certainly ‘owned' it. The text therefore serves
as a reminder of a feminist impulse in early Egyptian cinematic culture too
often overlooked or forgotten.

47  See note 22 above. See also Viola Shafik, Popular Egyptian Cinema: Gender, Class, and
Nation (Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 2007),18g-9L
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Orientalism and World Literature: A Re-reading of
Cosmopolitanism in Taha Husayn’s Literary World
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Abstract paastaliG:

Pierre Cachia’s masterful literary biography of Taha Husayn (1956) identified cultural
exchange and particularly translation as the catalyst for the Egyptian cultural and
literary renaissance epitomized in the person of Taha Husayn (1889-1973). This paper

takes Cachia as a point of departure and pursues an understanding of Taha Husayn
within the framewbrk of world literature and locates his vision of Egyptian modernity
and national identity in the circulation of ideas, concepts, bodies of knowledge and
worldviews in the Mediterranean world. It focuses on the role of Orientalism and
European Classicism in the cosmopolitanism underpinning his program of cultural
and educational reform, and interrogates the conceptual category of ‘nation,
narratives of Nafidah, and theories of world literature.

Keywords

Taha Husayn — Egypt — Nahdah - national identity — educational reform — Orientalism —
Medievalism — Hellenism — translation — world literature

The view that the Muslim world was completely at a standstill until the
forces of the West collided with it at the end of the eighteenth century is
no longer ; tenable. The stirrings of Wahhabism in Arabia, and somewhat
later, of the Saniisiyyah in North Africa are signs of vitality. [...] The fact
is, howevet, that such indigenous movements did not become powerful
or extensive enough to direct the political and cultural history of the
Near East. Particularly is this true of the one country that concerns us
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E. S. Forster (Baton Rouge 2005), 49).
She was later accused of encouraging
Siileyman in the execution of Mustafa in
960/1553, allegedly plotting to secure the
succession for one of her sons (Mustafa’s
" rivals rumoured in turn that he plotted to
overthrow his father). Whatever the truth
in this affair, Hiirrem’s actions should
be evaluated in the context of the royal
mother’s mandate to protect and advance
her son’s career.

Hiirrem played a greater political role
than any concubine before or after her (her
successors enjoyed political prominence
only as dowager queens). As the sultan’s
trusted eyes and ears, she provided Siiley-
man with news and intelligence during his
frequent military absences from the capital
(several of her letters to him survive). Hiir-
rem’s diplomatic engagements included
gifts to and correspondence with the Pol-
ish king and the sister of the Tranian shah.
Among her many pious bequests were the
Istanbul mosque and hospital complex
known as Haseki (khdsekz, “the favourite™),
a large public service complex in Jerusa-
lem, and hospices for pilgrims to Mecca
and Medina. Hiirrem schooled her only
daughter, Mihrimah (Mihrumah), to emu-
late such diplomatic and philanthropic
efforts. Upon her death, Hiirrem was bur-
ied on the grounds of Siileyman’s great
mosque in a mausoleum next to which the
sultan was buried eight years later.
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Taha Husayn (1889-1973) was a
leading figure in the Nahda, the Egyptian
and Arabic literary revival. He wrote criti-
cal and political essays, was a historian,
polemicist, translator, and newspaper edi-
tor, and served as minister of educaton
in the last Wafdist government (1950-2).
His vast, diverse, and sometimes contro-
versial intellectual production earned him
the unofficial title of “Dean of Arabic
Letters.” His writings generally express
a progressive conception of history and a
pedagogical view of literature.

1. EpucaTtion

Taha Husayn belonged to a generation
of Egyptian intellectuals who benefited
from both a traditional and a Furopean
education; his life story constitutes a para-
digmatic example of the political, social,
and cultural changes that took place in
Egypt and more widely in the Arab world
from the years immediately before the
First World War to the period after the
Second World War.

Husayn was born in Tzbat al-Kild, a
village in Minya Governorate, the seventh
of thirteen children in a lower-class fam-
ily. He became blind at the age of three,
due to a neglected and then poorly treated
eye infection, as he recalls bitterly in the
first volume of his autobiography al-dyyam
(“The days”). He attended the local kuttab,
a school following a traditonal curricu-
lum focused on memorising the Qur’an.
In 1902, at the age of thirteen, FHusayn
joined his brother at the al-Azhar Islamic
mosque-university in Gairo. When his
brother left al-Azhar to attend law school,
the family hired a personal assistant for
Tzaha and funded the remainder of his
education at al-Azhar. Husayn soon
began to show open opposition to the

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2017/3, Leiden: E. J. Brill 2017.
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