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ayg of Hakkari*

Communication with Za

Mustafa Dehgan and Vural Geng

Abstract

. The Kurdish emirate of Hakkari played a very important role in the interaction between

the Ottoman and Safavid empires. Brought under Ottoman control, in the course of the
sixteenth century Hakkari turned into one of the principal frontier emirates, connected

through frontier regions with the main centers of the Safavid state via Adharbayjan. -

Despite its Ottoman position in the sixteenth century, we know précious little about
safavid efforts to gain the allegiance of Hakkari. One of Shah Tahmasp's existing letters,
published here for the first time, illustrates his side of the correspondence with the
Hakkari emir Zaynal Bayg, and helps to explain a few obscure points in the Safavid-
Kurdish relationship.
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INTRODUCTION

Throughout his reign Shah Tahmasp’s main frontier preoccupation was the
Kurdish emirates. After a three-year campaign, during which Shah Tahmasp
avoided direct confrontation with the Ottoman sultan and used scorched-
carth tactics, most of the Kurdish areas in both eastern Anatolia and Iraq were
annexed to the Ottoman Empire. In the second campaign of Siileyman (1548~
1549) the shah once again avoided a pitched battle. This expedition brought
many of the Kurdish region around Lake Van under Ottoman rule. The first
treaty between the Ottomans and the Safavids, agreed in Amasya (1555); led to
Shah Tahmisp’s formal access to some Kurdish areas, especially in Adharbayjan.
In the following years the Ottoman-Safavid struggle in Kurdistan continued
intermittently, interrupted by notable changes of allegiance of frontier Kurdish
emirs on both sides. The most important result in the situation, however, was
the secondary role played by Shah Tahmisp in Kurdish areas.

¥ We are grateful to Kioumars Ghereghlou for improving our reading with his expertise, care,
and attention.
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Theodor Néldeke, The Irarian national epic, or, the
Shahnamah, translated from the German by Leonid Th.
Bogdanov, Philadelphia 1979.
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