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o¥ At-Taii

974-991 C.E,

Accession of At-Taji

On the abdication of Al-Muttih, his son Abu Bakr Abdu] Karim
became the Caliph. 01 assuming office he took over the title of
At-Tzii, Hig mother was a slave coxncubine named Hazar, f?
Izz-wd-Dagiah T '

At the time of the accession of At-Taii, the Turkish General
Subuktugin was the Anir-ul-Umara. He died in 975 C.E., and that
provided an epportunity to Izz-ud-Daulah who was at Mosul to stage
a come back. Izz-ud-Danlah appealed for help to his cousin Azad-ud-
Davula the ruler of Fars for help. The combined forces of Tzz-ud-
Daulah and Azad-ud-Daulah marched to Baghdad. The Turks were
defeated and Izz-ud-Daulah was reinstalled as the Amir-ul-Umiara,

The army clamoured for the payment of arrears, and there was
DO money in the treasury, Azad-ud-Dayjah advised Izz-ud-Daulah
that he should sit at home and declare that he was pot interested in

“exercising authority. In order to avoid the demands of the army
Y

fzz-ud-Daulah retired from office. Power Was now captured by
Azad-ud-Daulah.

Tzz-ud-Danlah wag uader the impression that Azad-ud-Daulah
would exercise POwer as am interim measure only and whken things
had szttleg down, power would be restored to him Azad-ud-Daulah
had, howevc—r, no intention of festoriag the power to 1zz-ud-Daulah.
Thereupon a gon of izz-ud-Daulah brought the matter to the notice
of Rukn-ud-Daulap the father of Azad'ud-Daulah, and the head of
the Buwahyid family.

Ruka-ud-Daulah who loved his nephew (Izz-ud-DauIah) as much
as his son Azad-ud-Daulah took strong motice of the matter and

References ;

1. Shor; History of the Saracens : Ameer Alj,
2. History of the Arabs : Philip K. Hitti,

3. History of the Caliphs : Suynti,

4. A4 Stydy of Islamic History ; K. Ali,
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(eds.) M. Marin and D. Waines, Beirut-Stuttgart
(D. WainEs)

R ALLAH (or 11 ’LLAn), ‘Abd al-
-Fadl fainéant “Abbasid cahph (363-

81/974-91).
His father was the caliph al-Muti® [¢.2.], after whose
deposition on 13 Dhu °l-Ka‘da 363/5-August 974

he was proclaimed Commander of the Faithful. His

mother, who survived him, was called ‘Utb. As Ibn
al-AthTr justly observes (ix, 56), al-Ta’i‘ during his
reign had not sufficient authority to be able to asso-
ciate himself with any enterprises worthy of mention.
He is only mentioned in history, one may safely say,
in connection with certificates of appointment to office,
letters of condolence and such-like formalities, and his
most remarkable feature seems to have been his extra-
ordinary physical strength. The real rulers were at
first the Biyids [see BUwavHDS] but after the most
important of them, ‘Adud al-Dawla [¢.0.] who was
the caliph’s father-in-law, had died in Shawwal 372/
March 983, his sons began to quarrel among them-
selves. In Sha‘ban 381/0ct.-Nov. 991 Baha’ al-Dawla
[g.v. in Suppl], who was in financial difficulties and
could not pay his troops, was persuaded by his influ-
ential adviser Abu °lI-Hasan Ibn al-Mu‘allim to over-
throw the caliph and seize his treasury. At an audience
at which the Biyld appeared with a large retinue,
the unsuspecting al-Ta’i* was torn from his throne by
Baha’ al-Dawla’s orders and taken to the latter’s house,
where he was kept a prisoner. He was succeeded as
caliph by his cousin Abu ’l-“Abbas Ahmad, who took
the name al-Kadir [¢.2.]. In Radjab 382/September
992 the ex-caliph was allowed to come to al-Kadir’s
palace, where he was well treated. He died on 1
Shawwil 393/3 August 1003.

The eastern Islamic dynasty of the Samanids [g.2.],
and their vassals in Khurasan, Sebiiktigin and Mahmad
of Ghazna, refused to acknowledge the accession of
al-Kédir, regarding him as the tool of the Biiyids; on
their coins the Samanids continued to their end to
recognise al-Ta’i* as caliph, and he likewise appears
on the coins of Mahmud till 389/999.

Bibliography: Ibn Shakir al-Kutubi, Fawat al-
wquat ed. ‘Abbas, ii, 375-6 no. 296; Ibn al-Athtr,

viti-ix, see index; Ibn Khaldin, al-Tbar, iii, 428,

436; Ibn al-Tiktaka, al-Fakhsi, ed. Derenbourg, 391;

\Veil, Geschichte der Chalifen, 11, 21-44; Muir, 77ze

caliphate, its rise, decline, and fall®, 582; Le Strange,

Baghdad during the Abbasid caliphate, 162, 270, 271;

C.E. Bosworth, The imperial policy of the early Ghazna-

wids, in Islamic Studies (Karachi), 1/3 (1962), 60, repr.

in The medieval history of Iran, Afghanistan and Central

Asia, Variorum, London 1977, no. XI; H. Busse,

Chalif und Grosskinig, die Buyiden im Iraq (945-1055),

Beirut 1969, index.

(KV ZETTERSTEEN-[C E. BosworTH])

AL-TATF, a town in Arabia to the south-east
of Mecca w}nch in the early days of Islam belonged
to the Thakif [g.0.] tribe. Today it is the fourth largest
town in Saudi Arabia, located at a road junction on
the way from Mecca to al-Riyad [g.2]. In former
times it took two or three days to go from Mecca to
al-T#’if, depending on' the route. Al-T2%f is in the
Sarat [¢.0.] mountains, 1,680 m/5,500 feet above sea
level. Some locate it in Nadjd [g.2.], while others
argue that it is in Hidjaz [g.0.]. Its pleasant climate
during the summer has made it the summer Capital
of western Arabia.

Al-T#’if is surrounded by valleys, the most 1mpor-
tant being the one in which it 1s situated, Wadjdj,
which gave it its pre-Islamic name (see al—‘Amb [Riyad]

ix/7-8 [Feb.-March 1975], 514-31; for up-to-date
information see ibid., xxiv/9-10 [Oct. Nov 1989}, 604-
16). A clause in the agreement between the Prophet
and the Thakif declared the valley a haram or sacred
territory.

On the eve of Islam, a brick wall was built around
al-T2’if. The initiative and financing reportedly came
from a merchant who had immigrated to al-T#’if from
Hadramawt [q v.]. Pre-Islamic al-T#’if also had fortres-
ses, the origin of which is disputed. Followmg a joint
Thakaf‘ Kurashi trade expedition to Persia in which
Ghaylan b. Salama al-Thakaff and Abl Sufyan [g..)
took part, Khusraw sent, with the former, someone
(i.e. a skilled constructor) who built for hlm the first
fortress of al-Ta’if. This construction is variously
referred to as an wwm and Aim. This is supposed to
have taken place on the eve of Islam, since both
Ghaylan and Abii Sufyan became Companions of the
Prophet. Another claim for “firstness” points to an
earlier generation by linking the first fortress to Mas‘ad
b. Mu‘attib, who was the father of the Prophet’s Com-
panion ‘Urwa b. Mas‘Gd. Both Ghaylan and Mas‘ad
were members of the Thakif branch called al-Ahlaf
(moreover, they belonged to the same clan, the
Mu‘attib). There was fighting between the Ahlaf and
the Malik, who were a rival branch of Thakif. At
some stage, Mas‘td sought military aid from a friend
in Yathrib, Uhayha b. al-Djulah. Instead, Uhayha sent
with him a slave, a skilled builder of ufums, who built
for him the first wfum of al-Ta%f (cf. G.R.D. King,
Creswell’s appreciation of Arabian architecture, in Mugamnas
viii [1991], 94-102, at 98b-99a).

The combination of fertile land and abundant water
supply turned the valleys around al-T#’if into a pros-
perous agricultural area which grew wheat and vari-
ous fruits and vegetables. One hadith has it that al-Ta%f
was originally a tract of land in Filastin transferred
by God to Arabia following Abraham’s prayer (Kur’an,
X1V, 37). Many dams were constructed around al-
Ta’if, among them one placed some 32 km/20 miles
north-east of al-Ta’f which was built by Mu‘awiya L
A Kific inscription dates its construction to 58/677-8
(G.C. Miles, Early Islamic inscriptions near T&if in the
Hyaz, in JNES, vii [1948], 236-42; A. Grohmann,
Arabic inscriptions, Louvain 1962, 56-8; M. Khan and
A. Al-Mughannam, Ancient dams in the T&if area 1981
(1401), in Atlal, vi [1982], 125-35, at 129-31). The dam,
in the construction of which no mortar or mud were
used, is still in good conditon.

The T2’ area produced excellent honey, and the
Liyya valley was famous for its pomegranates. But
grapes were probably the most important product of
the local economy. These figure prominently in the
myth about the eponym of the Thakif. He was adopted
by an old Jewess in Wadi al-Kura [g.2.], who gave
him vine twigs which he later planted in the Wadjdj
valley. Naturally, there developed in al-T2’if a wine
industry. A list of tavern-keepers in Ibn al-Kalbi’s
K. al-Mathalib includes two T#@’iffs who had partners
from the Kurashi Bani Umayya. One of them was
Abl Maryam al-Saliili [see saLOL, at vol. VIIL, 1004b].
Being a tavern-keeper, Abti Maryam had links with
women of ill-repute [cf. B1GHA?, iIn Suppl.] and at the
time of Mu‘awiya he testified that Abt Sufyan for-
nicated with Sumayva. The testimony was given in
support of the claim that Ziyad b. Abihi [¢.».] (as he
was pejoratively called after the Umayyad period) was
Abit Sufyan’s son (cf. U. Rubin, al-Walad li-I-firash: on
the Islamic campaign against /Jna'”, in 81, Ixxviii [1993],
5-26, at 13-15).

Al-Taf supplied, and stll supplies, most of Mecca’s
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