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Parsinejad, Iraj

A history of literary criticism in Iran (1866-1951): literary criticism in the works of enlightened
thinkers of Iran: Akhundzade, Kermani, Malkom, Talebof, Maraghe'i, Kasravi and Hedayat .-- Ibex,
Bethesda (MD), 2003 :

Akhundov, Mirza Fathali; Akhundzadah, Fath 'Ali; Akhundov, Mirza Fathali; Malkum Khan, Mirza
Nazim al-Dawla; Talibuf-i Tabrizi, Mirza 'Abd al-Rahim; Talibov, Mirza Abdurrahim; Maragha',
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THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM (New Edition), vol.. X, (Fasc. 165-166), 1998 LEIDEN, ss. J4 , /41 |

164 AL-TALI* — TALIBUF

In regard to the ascendent, one can derive exam-
ples from the revolutions of the years and their ascend-
ent stars (tahwil al-sinin wa-tawali%hd), e.g. indications
of the revolution of the years when the ascendent.is
the sign of Leo, or the sign Virgo with Mercury as
regent, Libra with Venus, Scorpio with Mars, etc.,
and the same procedure for the conjunctions, oppo-
sitions, appearance of comets’ tails, etc.

For the applications of these principles in daily life,
see FA’L; in astrological predictions, see DJAFR; HURUF;
in divination through weather phenomena, see MAL-
HAMA; in the construction of horoscopes, see NUDJOM,
AHKAM AL-; and in hemerology, electiones, see IKHTIYARAT
and saD aND Nams. Thus omens at birth, and the
choice of days and hours, derive from the principles
governing the connections of the stars with each other.
Knowledge of these connections makes up the essence
of astrological divination, of theurgy [see smr] and
the talismanic art [see TaLsaM].

The anonymous ms. Aya Sofya 2684, used for this
article, gives indications for the signs of the Zodiac
and their regents, sc. Taurus-Mars, Taurus-Venus,
Gemini-Mercury, Cancer-the Moon, Leo-the Sun, etc.
(see Fahd, Divination, 494).

Bibliography: See also Fahd, La divination arabe,
Paris_1987, 488 ft. (T. Fanp)
TALI‘A (o), a term of military organisation,

meaning an advance guard or reconnaissance
force (pl. tald’i).

It is said to refer to either an individual or a small
group (three or four men) which was sent ahead of
the main army to obtain information regarding the
enemy (Lane, i, 1870a), although it is evident from
descriptions of battles, at least from the later Middle
Ages, that much larger bodies of soldiers were called
by this term. According to T4, the fali‘e was like a
diasiis [g.0.], and in fact, even in later times, the line
between reconnaissance and espionage is not always
clear. The term is often translated as vanguard, but
this leads to some confusion, since the latter word
should be reserved for the mukaddama, which represents
a separate corps of the regular army, such as in the
ta‘bia formation (see HARB. ii. The Caliphate, at vol.
I, 182). In later military manuals, much attention
is devoted to the role of the advance guard. Al-Ansart
(d. 811/1408) writes that they should be a small group
of lightly-armed cavalry, whose soldiers (and horses it
might be added) should be carefully picked. The im-
portance of secure communications with the main
body and its commander is ernphasised as is the
necessity of cautlon, especially against enemy ambushes.
These reconnaissance troops are also known as
kashshafa, literally “scouts” (G.T. Scanlon, 4 Muslim
manual of war, Gairo 1961, 51-3 of Arabic text; see
also HARB. iii. The Mamlik Sultanate, at vol. ITI, 185).
Another synonym for {afi‘a is the Persian term yazak:
the Mongol advanced guard at Gaza in the summer
of 658/1260 is referred to as fali‘a in an Arabic source
(Ibn al-Furat, Ta’rikh, ms. Vatican Ar. 726, fol. 245a)
and yazak by Rashid al-Din (Djami al-tawdrikh = Histoire
des Mongols de la Perse, ed. Quatremére, Paris 1836,
346-7). Shortly afterwards, on the eve of the battle
of ‘Ayn Djalat [g.0.] the Mamliik advance guard com-
manded by Baybars is referred to by one source as
a tali‘a (al-Makrizi, Sulitk, Cairo 1934-73, i, 430) and
by another as a skalish (Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz al-
durar, viili, ed. U. Haarmann, Freiburg-Cairo 1971,
49). But the latter Persian term (also written calish) is
usually understood to be the equivalent to mukaddama,;
as 1s clearly seen from a description of the Mamliik
order of the battle at Hims [¢.2.] in 681/1280 (Baybars

al-Manstri, {ubdat al-fikra, ms. B.L. Add. 23325, fols.
113b-114a).

Bibliography: R. Levy, The social structure of Islam,
Cambridge 1957, 427; D.R. Hill, The role of the
camel and the horse in the early Arab conguests, in V ].
Parry and MLE. Yapp (eds.), War, technology and soci-
ety in the Middle East, London 1975, 32-43.

_ . _ (R. AmiTal-PREIss)
TALIB AMULIL, an Indo-Persian poet of the

late 16th and early 17th centuries, b. at an unknown
date (¢ca. 987/15797), d. 1036/1626-7.

A native of Amul in Mazandaran, he was a cousin
of the famous physician and poet Hakim Rukna Kashf,
who had gone to India before Talib’s arrival in that
country. Despite the fact that his works include kasidas
in praise of Shah ‘Abbas I [¢.0.], there is no evidence
that he was ever attached to the Safawid court, and
his earliest patrons seem to have been high officials.
Via Kashan and Marw, he eventually migrated to
seek his fortune in India, and after being patron-
ised by various provincial governors and leading offi-
cials, finally gained entry to the court of the Mughal
Emperor Djahangir [g.0.]. The high point of his career
was the Emperor’s appointment of him as poet lau-
reate at his court, but he seems to have developed
some sort of mental illness in the last years of his
life, dying comparatively young.

Talib’s complete poems as published (Kulliypat, ed.
Tahiri Shihab, Tehran 1346/1967) comprise some
23,000 couplets. They include kasidas, including some
addressed to ‘Alf, an indication of the poet’s possibly
Shi‘T sympathies, various other types of verse-form,
including mathnawis, but above all, ghazals, which are
central to his literary contribution.

Talib was generally praised by the tadhkira writers
for the quality of his verse, although Lutf ‘Ali Beg
Adhar in his Atashkada was disapproving, reflecting his
dislike for the “Indian style” (sabk-i hind? [q.0.]). Talib
in fact contributed to what might be called the tran-
sitional phase of this style. The merit of his verse
lies chiefly in the novelty of similes and metaphors
and in his innovative skill in the construction of word
compounds. The dominant sentiment is, however, one
of sadness arising from a sense of failure and disap-
pointment.
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writers, up to and including Shibli Nu‘mani, Skir
al-“Adjam, iii, A‘zamgarh 1945, see Rieu, B.M. cat-
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s.v.; Kh“adja ‘Abd al-Rashid, Tadhkira-yi Talib Amulr,
Karachi 1965; N.L. Rahman, Persian literature in India
during the time of Jahangir and Shah Fahan, Baroda
1970; Urda d@’ira-yi ma‘@rif-t islamiyya, xii, Lahore
1973; Nabi Hadi, Mughalon ke malik al-shu‘ard’,
Allahabad 1978; Ahmad Guléin Ma‘ani, Kanwan-1
Hind, i, Mashhad 1369/1990; Dhabih Allzh Safa,
Tartkh-i adabiyyat dar Iran, v/2, Tehran 1372/1993;
Rypka et alii, Hist. of Iranian literature, S.AH. Abidi,
Talib-i- 4mulz, his life and poetry, in IC, x1i/2 (1967).

RanMAN, shortened by the Editors)
TavrBov), ‘ABD AL-RaniM, Persian

(b. Tabriz 1250/1834, d. 1329/1911).

At ca. sixteen, he left for Tiflis (Thilisi) in Trans-
caucasia, where he learned the Russian language and
was exposed to the writings of Russian writers as well
as to Western political ideas. Subsequently, he settled
in Tamir Khan Shira (present-day Buynaksk), capi-
tal of Daghistan. In ca. 1306/1888 he joined Sayyid
Muhammiad ShabistarT (afterwards editor of Jran- naw)





