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AS-SIRR AL-MASUN DE TAHIR AS-SADAFTI:
UN ITINERAIRE MYSTIQUE AU XlI¢ SIECLE

HaLiMa FERHAT
LU.R.S.,, Rabat

Le texte que nous présentons est 'oeuvre d’un auteur andalou du
xi1® siecle (vie™ si¢cle H), Tahir as-Sadafi qui a pour titre us-Sirr al-Mua-
sun fi ma ukrima bihi al-Mukhlisiin, C’est un manuscrit unique conservé
a la Bibliotheque de Berlin (céte 127 b, fol. 149 a-172b) et il fait partie
d’un corpus rassemblé par al-Barizi. Fritz Meier en a publié une traduc-
tion allemande dans la revue Der Islam !,

Le corpus se compose de deux épais volumes et porte le titre de
Tawthiq ‘Urd al-Iman fi Tafdil Habib ar-Rahmdn. 11 s’agit d’une antho-
logie de textes mystiques rassemblés par Sharaf ad-Din Abu-1-Qasim
Hibat Allah, fils du cadi supréme (qddi al-qudar) Najm ad-Din "Abd ar-
Rahman, fils du cadi supréme Shams ad-Din Ibrahim al-Barizi al-Jihani
al-Hamawi (de Hama) morten 732/1332 2.

Al-Barizi appartient a une famille de cadis de Hama 3; cadi lui-
méme, il exerce la magistrature pendant quarante ans dans sa ville. Son
grand savoir et 'importance de sa bibliothéque le rendent célebre et at-
tirent de nombreux étudiants et savants. On lui offre la charge de cadi
au Caire mais il préfére rester a Hama.

Le corpus est de la méme écriture et de la méme encre, exception
faite de quelques rares pages et le nom du. copiste est mentionné deux
fois. Il s’agit de Dawid Ibn Nih Ibn *Ali Ibn Shaykh (Shafi1?), La copie
est achevée le 24 Rajab 740 (Janvier 1340), huit ans apres la mort de
al-Barizi.

Les pages sont denses et I’écriture, orientale trés serrée. Chaque

! Meier, F., «Tahir as-Sadafis vergessene schrift {iber westliche heilige des 6/12
jahrhundertsn, Der Islam, 61 (1984) 14-91. Le texte est actuellement sous presse. Je re-
mercie mon collégue Van Koningsveld qui m’a procuré le microfilm.

2 Ferhat, H., L' Evolution de l'écriture hagiogruphique, dans Le siécle de la foi. Le Ma-
ghreb aux xif et xur siécles, Casablanca, 1993.

3 Ibn Hajar al-" Asqalani, ad-Durar al-Kdmina, IV, 401.



TAHIR AL-SAFADI’S FORGOTTEN WORK ON WESTERN SAINTS
OF THE 6TH/12TH CENTURY

A few specialized works have come down to us about pious Muslinis
and miracle-workers in the west of North Africa and the Iberian
Peninsula. The oldest date from the 7th/t3th century.! All of them
deal with people from a narrow geographical areq, some ventoring
into neighboring districts, whercas most remain limited and incom-
plete in their choice of persons. They are the following writings:

Ibn al-“Arabi (d. 638/1240): Riih al-quds fi mumasahat al-nafs,?
composed in Mecca in 600/1203-04. In the second part of this work
Ibn al-SArabi describes a total of 55 Sufis whom he had personally
known and who had in part even given him instruction. Printed
several times. I have at my disposal the two editions by “lzza
Husriyya, Matba‘at al-“ilm, Damascus, 1964-65 and 1970, both un-
satisfactory. Spanish translation by M. Asin Palacios: Vida de San-
tones Andaluces, Madrid, 1939/reprint Madrid, 1981.

Ibn al-SArabi: Al-durra al-fakhira fi dhikr man intafa‘ru bihi fi
tariq al-akhira, already partly composed before his emigration to
the east in 598/1201 but left behind in the west and restored from
memory after 608/1211-12, or perhaps only after 620/1223, with
abridgements and additions. Contains 26 of the 55 persons listed in
the Rith al-quds along with 16 new names, i.e. a total of 42 Sufis.

Both works have been presented in summarized form with excerpts
by R.W.L Austin: Sufis of Andalusia. The Riih al-quds and al-Durrat
al-fakhirah of Ibn “Arabi, London, 1971. He gives the 55 Sufis that
occur in the Rih al-quds and the Durra fakhira with the additional
16 new ones from the Durra, amounting to 71 Sufis altogether.

Ibn al-°Arabi only enumerates people whom he had seen himself,
most of them from Spain but also others from North Africa up to
Tunis. He takes delight in being able to show by his list that the old

1 Comprehensive prosopographical works of the 6th/12th century such as QAadi
“Tyad’s Tartib al-madarik, Ibn Bashkuwal’s Sila, Dabbi’s Bughyat al-multamis, among others,
naturally contain some names which likewise belong in this category.

2 Osman Yahya: Histoire et classification de I"oeuvre d'Ibn *Arabi, Damascus, 1964,
no. 639, Brockelmana: GAL, I, p. 445, no. 56 (58); GAL S, I, p. 800, no. 157; confusion.

3 Osman Yahya, no. 105. GAL, 1, pp. 445, no. 56 (58); confusion with Rih al-quds.



