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44 SPANISH ISLAM

were abhorrent to his frank nature; he did not attempt to
conceal his preference for the days which the theologians
called “The Ignorance”;' he indulged, without scruple,
in pleasures forbidden by the Koran; he yielded to every
caprice of his whimsical and volatile disposition; and he
stood upon ceremony with no man. He was detested at
Medina ; butin Syria he was adored.?

As usual, the old Moslem party had a superabundance
of officers and no troops. Husain, who after he had eluded
the vigilance of the too credulous Governor of Medina,
had sought refuge, together with <Abdallah, on the sacred
soil of Mecca, was overjoyed to receive letters from the
Arabs of Kafa, urging him to place himself at their head.
They pledged themselves to recognise him as Khalif, and
to induce the whole population of ‘Irik to declare for him.
Messengers from Kfa followed one another in quick suc-
cession ; the last brought a petition of prodigious length,
the appended signatures filling no fewer than a hundred and
fifty leaves. In vain did clear-sighted friends implore him
not to plunge rashly into so perilous an enterprise, but to
mistrust the promises and factitious enthusiasm of a people
who had deceived and betrayed his father. Husain, how-
ever, proudly exhibiting the innumerable petitions which
he had received—amounting, so he boasted, to nearly a
camel-load—preferred to listen to the baneful promptings of
his ambition. He bowed to destiny, and set out for Kiifa,
to the great satisfaction of his pretended friend ‘Abdallah,
who, while generally believed quite incapable of opposing
the Prophet's grandson, inwardly rejoiced at seeing him
deliberately march to his doom, and spontanecusly offer his
head to the executioner.

Religious sentiment did not enter into the devotion dis-
played to Husain’s cause in ‘Irdk. This province was ex-
ceptionally circumstanced. Mu‘dwiya, although a Meccan
by birth, had founded a dynasty essentially Syrian. Under
his reign Syria had become the preponderating - province.
Damascus was henceforth the capital of the Empire : under
the Khalifate of ‘Al, Kafa had held the post of honour.
Wounded in their pride, the Arabs of ‘Irik evinced from

(L 4

* 1 Ar, Jéhikiyya, *“ The Age of Barbarism.”

2 ““Vir nimium gratissime habitus.” Isid. The observations of this almost
contemporary writer on the character of the Omayyads possess peculiar interest,
for he expresses the opinions of the Syrians of Spain, while more recent Arab
chroniclers usually judge these princes from the point of view of the Medinese.
See also the elegy on the death of Yazid in Wright, Opuscula 4»abice, pp. 118-19.

I 4] ‘OBAIDALLAH IBN ZIYAD }

the first a turbulent, seditious, anarchical, and, in a word,
a very Arab spirit. The province soon became a focus for
political firebrands—the haunt of brigands and assassins.
Mu‘awiya thereupon entrusted the Government to Ziyid,
his natural brother.' Ziyad was not content with keeping
hotheads in check ; he exterminated them. Patrolling the
country with an escort of soldiers, lictors, and executioners,
he put down with an iron hand the slightest attempt to stir
up political or social disorder. His stern and even ruthless
administration soon established security throughout the pro-
vince; but it was precisely for this reason that ‘Irik was
ready to welcome Husain.

'The inhabitants of the province were, however, held more
firmly in the clutches of terrorism than they themselves
were aware. Ziyid was no more, but he had left a son
worthy of him—by name ‘Obaidallah. It was to him that
Ziyad entrusted the task of stifling the conspiracy at Kufa
when Nu‘min ibn Bashir, Governor of the town, had shown
a moderation which the Khalif deemed suspicious. Setting
out from Basra at the head of his troops, ‘Obaidallah halted
at some distance from Kuafa. 'Then, veiling his face, he
entered the town at nightfall accompanied by only ten of
his soldiers. In order to probe the intentions of the popu-
lace, he posted some of his men to acclaim him as he passed
by, as though he had been Husain. Forthwith many
citizens of high rank offered him hospitality. The pre-
tended Husain declined their invitations, and surrounded
by an excited crowd shouting “Long live Husain!” he
rode straight to the citadel. Nu‘man instantly ordered the
gates to be shut. Open!” cried ¢Qbaidallah, “and admit
the Prophet’s grandson!” * Return whence thou camest!”
replied Nu‘min; “I foresee thy fate, and I would not have
it said that Husain, Son of ‘Ali, was slain in Nu‘min’s
castle.” Satisfied by this reply, ‘Obaidallah threw off his
veil. Recognising him, the crowd immediately dispersed,
terror-stricken, while Nu‘mén respectfully saluted him and
begged him to enter the citadel. Next day ‘Obaidallah de-
clared to the populace assembled in the mosque that he
would be a father to the well-disposed, but a sword to the
wicked. A disturbance ensued, but it was quelled. Hence-
forth no one dared to speak of rebellion.

Tidings.of these disastrous events reached the unfor-

1 Ziyad's paternity was doubtful, but Mua‘awiya acknowledged him as son of
Abl Sufyan.
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UBAYDULLAH ibn-ZIYAD, military leader (VIIth cent.), son of
Ziyad ibn-Abihi*, Caliph” Mu‘@wiyah’s* foster brother. Appointed
governor of the Persian provinice of Khurasan when quite young he
distinguished himself at the head of several expeditions which led him
as far as Bukhéra. Thereupon he was entrusted with the difficult posi-
tion of a governor of Iraq where the revolutionary Kharijite* sect
had assumed dangerous proportions. He re-established order and was
placed in command over the troops at al-Kafah, the centre of an anti-
Umayyad propaganda aiming at the restoration of Caliph ‘Alr’s*
family. “Ubaydullah quickly suppressed a threatening rebellion foment-
ed’'by Muslim ibn-‘Aqil*, a cousin of the pretender al-FHusayn*, “Ali’s
son, and had Muslim executed. Al-Husayn who advanced with a group
of adherents from al-Madinah towards al-Kifah was stopped by some
of “Ubaydullah’s troops and killed near Karbala’ (about 60 miles
southwest of Baghdad). ‘Ubaydullah fell, not yet forty, in a skirmish
with a troop of al-Husayn’s partisans. Down to this day his memory is
hated by the Shitites* as the murderer of their martyr-saint al-Husayn.
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA IRANICA, Vol.VIII, 1998 CALIFORNIA, PP. /» .

60 EBN YAMIN—EBN ZIAD

holla, 5th ed., Tehran, 1362 S./1983, pp. 229-35.

(Anmabp KariMi-HAKKAK)

EBN.ZIAD, 0BaYD-ALLAH (b. ca. 28/648),
Omn: 1d governor responsible for the death of the
Imam Hosayn b. ‘Ali.” He was the son of Ziad b.
Abih, a favorite of Mo‘dwTa, and a Persian slave
called Marjana. He was given the governorship of
Khorasan in 54/673 at the age of twenty-five, and
soon afterward, he was appointed governor of Basra,
where he subdued Kharijite unrest (Tabar7, II, pp.
168,172, 185-87). Atthe accession of YazidI (r. 60-
64/680-83), he forestalled the planned Shi‘ite rebel-
lion in Kufa by intimidating the chiefs of the main
tribes and publicly executing known agents of Imam
Hosayn. When Hosayn and his family reached Iraq,
Ebn Ziad sent the army of Ebn Sa‘d (q.v.) against
him; Hosayn was killed with his followers and most
of the men of his family at Karbala’ on 10 Moharram
61/10 October 680. After Yazid’s death in 64/683,
Ebn Ziad claimed the caliphate for himself, but

finding little support in Kiifa and Basra, he fled to

Syria, supporting the claim of Marwin b. Hakam
after the death of Mo‘awia Il (64/684; Tabari, I1, pp.
433 ff.). Under Marwin and his son ‘Abd-al-Malek,
he fought to maintain control of Iraq, destroying the
tawwdbiin (repentants, i.e., those who repented for
having left Hosayn to meet his fate) at the battle of
‘Ayn-al-Warda (65/685). The Kufan Shi‘ites re-
volted again under Moktar, who organized the mawdli
(freed slaves and non-Arab freemen, mostly Per-
sians), overwhelmed the Arab opposition, and sought
revenge on those responsible for Hosayn’s death.
Moktar’s general, Ebrahim b. Malek AStar, defeated
the Syrian army near Mosul and killed Ebn Z1ad (on
the day of <A%ara> 67/6 August 686), sending his
head to Moktar, who dispatched it to ‘Ali Zayn-al-
‘Abedin (who smiled for the first time since his
father’s death; Ya‘qubi, II, p. 309) or to Mohammad
b. Hanafiya (Moktar-nama, Tehran, n. d., p. 7).
Ebn Ziad’s role in the death of Hosayn has made
him a symbol of tyranny in the Shi‘ite world. Though
it is said that the advice of Samer b. Di’l-Jaw§an
prevented him from accepting the compromise nego-
tiated by Ebn Sa‘d, there is ample evidence that he
was largely responsible for the outcome of the battle
of Karbald’. ‘Abbasid historical sources stress his
intransigence toward Hosayn and his followers. He
is said to have struck the mouth of Hosayn’s severed
head with a stick, provoking the indignation of an old
companion of the Prophet, Zayd b. Arqam, who had
seen the Prophet kiss those lips (Tabari, I, pp. 370
f.). He is also said to have refrained from killing ‘Al1
Zayn-al-‘Abedin only because of the pleas of
Hosayn’s sister, Zaynab (Tabari, pp. 372 f.). Most
accounts, both historical and semilegendary, men-
tion his sending the women of the Ahl-al-Bayt (q.v.)
to Damascus in uncovered palanquins. The account
in Bal‘ami’s Persian “translation” of Tabari shows

the growth of the Hosayn legend; Ebn Z1ad is said to
have had Hosayn’s head presented to him on a
golden plate (ed. Bahar, p. 271). Legend has embel-
lished Ebn Ziad’s death. A drop of blood from the
head of Hosayn is said to have fallen on Ebn Z1ad’s
thigh, causing a deep sore with such a foul stench
that he was forced to tie a pouch of musk to it. The
odor of musk identified his body on the battlefield
(Dinavari, p. 288; Calmard, pp. 568 f.).

Ebn Ziad s tyranny has become a symbol in Per-
sian folklore and te‘zia. Allusion to his deceitful
character can be found in proverbs (Dehkoda, I, p.
11), and he figures in nearly all ra‘zias connected
with Karbald’. His tyranny is illustrated in numerous
majadles, particularly those forecasting the suffer-
ings of Karbald’ martyrs, those sometimes called
“Bazar-e Kiifa” showing his attitude toward the
surviving Ahl-al-Bayt and Zaynab’s famous impre-
cations against him, and those connected with
Moktar’s and Mohammad b. Hanafiya’s revenge
(Calmard, pp. 262 ff.; on Malayan literature on the
subject, see Brakel). The actor playing Ebn Ziad,
clad inred, had to declaim his part with a harsh voice.
When seated in his court, he generally wore a cash-
mere robe and a cashmere or reZa’f turban on his
head (Mostawfi, Sarh-e zendagdni 1, p. 289). Most
of these features have been retained in recent ta‘zia
stagings in Persia. ‘Obayd-Allah b. Z1ad is so ac-
cursed by the Shi‘ites that the word “Allah” is some-
times omitted from his name. He is then called
‘Obayd-e Ziad in some fa‘zias (Rossi and Bombaci,
no. 723) and in popular literature such as the Moktar-
nama (Calmard, p. 247).

Bibliography: (For cited works not given in
detail, see “Short References.”) L. F. Brakel, The
Hikayat Muhammad Hanafiyyah. A Medieval
Muslim-Malay Romance, doctoral dissertation,
Leiden, 1975. Baladori, Fotith, index. J. Calmard,
Le culte de I'Imam Husayn. Etude sur le
commémoration du drame de Karbald dans I'Iran
pré-safavide, doctoral diss., University of Paris I1I
(Sorbonne), 1975. ‘A.-A. Dehkoda, Amtal o hekam,
4 vyol.,Tehran, repr. Tehran, 1352 5./1973. Abi
Hanifa Dinavari, al-Akbar al-tewal, Cairo, 1330/
1911. Ebn al-Atir, index. H.Lammens, Le Califat
de Yazid Ier, Beirut, 1921, pp. 32 1., 124 ff., 137 ff.
Mas‘adi, Tanbih, pp. 303,311 f. E. Rossi and A.
Bombaci, Elenco di drammi religiosi persiani
(fonde mss. Vaticani Cerulli), Vatican City, 1961,
S. Sajjadi, “Ebn Ziad” in DMBE III, pp. 640-42.
Tabari, 11, index, s. v. ‘Ubayd-Allah b. Ziad.-L.
Veccia Vaglieri, “Hosayn b. “‘AlT b. Abi Taleb” in
EP* 11, pp. 607-14.  G. Weil, Geschichte der
Chalifen 1, Mannheim, 1846, pp. 291, 306 ff., 314
ff. G. Wellhausen, Das arabische Reich und sein
Sturz, Berlin, 1902, pp. 82,92, 105, 107 ff. Ya‘qiibi,
Ta’rik 11, pp. 281 ff., 306 ff. K. V. Zetterstéen,
“‘Ubaid Allah b. Ziyad” in EI' IV, p. 985.

(JEAN CALMARD)
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‘UBAYD ALLAH 8. ‘UMAR — ‘UBAYD ALLAH s. ZIYAD 763

‘UBAYD ALLAH . ‘UMAR, a son of the sec- |
ond caliph and Companion of the Prophet, :
i that he was ruling in the east from 54/674 onwards
‘Ubayd Allih was the son of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab |

d. 37/657.

by his wife Umm Kulthim Mulayka bt. Djarwal of
the Khuza‘a, who, divorced by ‘Umar after he con-
verted to Islam, married a kinsman and remained
pagan in Mecca.. ‘Ubayd Allah is known principally
for having avenged his father’s death in Dhu I-Hidjdja/
23 November 644 at the hands of Abfi Luw’lu’a, a
Persian slave of al-Mughira b. Shu‘ba [¢.2.]. Accord-
ing to most accounts, once captured, Abt Lu’lu’a killed
himself, so- ‘Ubayd Allzh turned his wrath on his un-
identified daughter, on al-Hurmuzan [g.2.], a former
Sasanid commander who had converted to Islam, and
finally on the Christian Djufayna, killing all three;
according to al-Yakabl (7a’rikh, 1, 185), ‘Ubayd Allih
killed Aba Lu’lw’a, his wife, and daughter. Various
sources also have him railing against the presence in
Medina of ‘adjami.slaves, and even against some of
the muhadiirin (see e.g. Ibn Sa‘d, Tabakat, v, 8-9; al-
Mas‘udi, Murid], ed. Pellat, iii, 125). The sources thus
give the impression that he was at least slightly
unhinged, and the family’s béte noir (it is said that he
was beaten by ‘Umar for drinking, al-TabarT, i; 2388);
his political motives (see e.g. al-Dinawari, al-Akhbar al-
tiwal, 180, where he later claims to avenge ‘Uthman’s
murder) are generally given short shrift. Be this as it
may, the killing was considered unlawful, and ‘Ubayd
Allah was held by Sa‘d b. AbT Wakkas in his dar,
he was soon granted a pardon by ‘Uthman, a deci-
sion that was grist for the anti-Uthman mill. Fearing
‘Alf, who swore to hold him accountable for the mur-
der, ‘Ubayd Alldh fled to Mu‘awiya in Syria. He was
one of Mu‘awiya’s commanders at the battle of Siffin
[g.v.], where he was killed in 37/657.
Bibliography: Tabari, index; Ibn Sa‘d, 7 abakat,
ii/1, 190, and v. 8 ff.; Nasr b. Muzahim, Wak‘at
Siffin, ed. Haran, index; Zubayrl, Nasab Kuraysh,
Cairo 1953, 349; Baladhuri, Ansab, v, ed. Goitein,
24, ms. Reisiilkiittap 598, fol. 327a-b (653-4 in
Hamidullah’s pagination); idem, Futith, 381, 474;
Ibn A‘tham al-Kufi, Futah, i, 412 ff, i, 212 fI,
v, 65 ff. and passim; Dinawari, al-dkhbar al-tiwal,
172, 180, 186, 189 fI.; Mas‘adi, Muridj, ed. Pellat,
wii, index; Ya‘kibi, Ta’rikh, ii, 185, 188, 202; Ibn
al-Athir, Usd al-ghaba, Tehran 1958, iii, 342-3;
Yakat, Mu‘djam al-buldan, iii, 403; anon., T. al-
Ehulaf’, ed. P. Gryaznevi¢, Moscow 1967, index;
Caetani, Annali dell’Islam, vi (index), and ix, 646 ff.
(further bibl); W.F. Madelung, The succession to
Muhammad, Cambridge 1997, 69-70, 75, 108,
231-2. _ _ (C.F. RoBINsoN)
‘UBAYD ALLAH B. ZIYAD, Umayyad gover-
nor of Basra, Kiifa and the East, .d. 67/686.

The son of Ziyad b. Abihi [¢.»], ‘Ubayd Allah
seems to have been groomed by his father for a suc-
cessful life in politics, and in both policy and style,
father and son are frequently paired by the sources.
Some accounts explicitly connect ‘Ubayd Allah’s ap-
pointment as governor of Khurasin to his father’s
death (thus al-Ya‘kobi, Ta’rikh, ii, 281; al-Baladhuri,
Futiah al-buldan, 410), but a precise chronology is elu-
, sive. According to Khalifa b. Khayyat, Mu‘dwiya
appointed ‘Ubayd Allah over Khurasin in 53/672-3,
and over Bagra in 55/674-5 (Ta’rikh, 135 ff); but
according to al-TabarT’s sources, his rule in Khurasan
began in 54/673-4, and that in Basra a year later
(ii, 166-7, 172). Ideally, these and similar problems of
chronology would be solved by the relatively volumi-
nous—and dated—silver coinage that bears ‘Ubayd

Allah’s name: unfortunately, the carliest issues are
problematic. and at present, the most one can. sav is

and in Basra from 56/675-6. onwards. At this point
the numismatic evidence improves, and can throw some
light on administration' and cultural style. Basra enjovs
pride of place among: the eastern- mirts- that-struck
his coins; Darabdjird, Dast-i Maysan, Narmishir, and
Djayy also appear frequenitly, while Kiifa, which was
added to his governorship of Bagra in 60/679-80, ap-
pears very infrequently.. All the coins are of the Arab-
Sasanid type: the language is Pahlavi;  and dating is
occasionally based on the era of Yazdagird. In the
50s/670s one would expect a Sasanid-Persian cultural
milieu for ‘Ubayd. Allah’s administration, and in fact
the literary sources suggest the same (M. Morony, Irag
after. the Muslim conguest; passim). The series ends in
64/683-4, when the asiraf of Basra ejected him from
the  city—an event reported:in great detail by our
sources (e.g. al-Tabari, ii, 432 fI.; al-Baladhuri, Ansab
al-ashraf, iv B, 97 fI.). In the confused aftermath of
the death.of Yazid b. Mu‘awiya, ‘Ubayd. Allah at
first temporised, and even managed for a short time
to secure the bay‘a of the Basran aghrdf: but he could
not outlive for long the Sufyanid system of rule in
which both father and:son .had prospered. Forced to
flee the city, he went to Syria where he threw his
support behind Marwéan b. al-Hakam. He fought for
Marwén in the battle of Mardj Rahit {¢.2.] and com-
manded armies in the Djazira for Marwan and his
son. and successor ‘Abd- al-Malik; it was .on his watch
in Djumada I 65/January 685 that Sulayman b. Surad
[¢.], and his men were massacred in Ra’s al-‘“Ayn
(‘Ayn al-Warda). His death on the Khazir river early
in 67/686, where he was defeated by al-Mukhtar’s
commander Ibrahim b. al-Ashtar, is described in some
detail by the Arabic sources (thus al-Baladhuri, Ansdb
al-ashraf, v, 247 ff.; Ibn A‘tham, Fusiih, vi, 139 ff; al-
Tabari, ii, 707 fI.). Syriac sources are also familiar
with al-Mukhtar’s defeat of ‘Ubayd Allah. A Nestorian
historian, who was probably writing in or near Sindjar
in the last decade of the 7th century, knew of ‘Ubayd
Allah as a commander of the “Westerners” (i.e., Syrians),
and describes how he curried favour in Nisibis with
John, a candidate for the patriarchate; he mistakenly
calls him ‘Abd al-Rahman (see Brock, North Mesopotamia
in the late seventh century. Book XV of Fohn Bar Penkdyé’s
Ris Melle, 64 ff.). Whereas this author numbers al-
Mukhtar’s men at 13,000, Michael the Syrian (Chro-
nigue, xi-xv) supplies the fantastic figure of 400,000
dead at the battle.

It is largely as suppressor of Kharidjites and oppres-
sor of Shi‘ls that ‘Ubayd Allah is described by our
sources. According to some, ‘Ubayd Allah’s increasingly
harsh policies towards the former dated from 58/677-
8 (al-TabarT, ii, 185-6); one report has it that ‘Ubayd
Allah and his father Ziyad together killed 13,000
Kharidjites, and “‘Ubayd Allah himself is said to have
imprisoned 4,000 (ibid., ii, 459-60). Al-Mubarrad states
that “‘Ubayd Allah would sometimes imprison Khari-
djites and sometimes kill them, but usually the latter
{al-Kamil, 594). His infamy among Shi‘fs rests princi-
pally, but not exclusively, on his suppression of al-
Husayn b. “Alf’s rebellion in Muharram 61/October
680; according to some accounts, ‘Ubayd Allah abused
the slain ‘Alid’s severed head.

Bibliography: Khalifa b. Khayyat, Ta’rikh, Beirut,
1995, index; Tabari, index; Baladhuri, Ansab al-
ashraf, iv B, ed. M. Schloessinger, 77 fI., v, ed.
Goitein, index; Ya‘kubi, Ta’rikh, ii, 281, 288 ff.,
306 ff.,, 317, 321; Dinaward, al-Akhbér al-tiwal, index;
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