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AL-HADIS

An English Translation & Camﬁe»mry with vowel-pointed Arabic Text

OF

MISHKAT-UL—MASABIH

( Being a collection of the most authentic sayings and doings of Prophct
Muhammad (p. 1, ) sclected from the most reliable collcctions
of Hadis Literature and containing all that an average
Muslim or non-Muslim requires to know
for guicance in all .walks of life )
" with NS
suitable arrargements into cbapters and sections | . !
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88 ‘ ' AL-HADIS CHAPTER IX ]

OMENS AND SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEFS 89
Wednesday, he must not blame exo-_* * #o1€ Eocae o oCacp o 0B

266w. Ma’qal-Yasar reported
2 dand) ”i WM)LA Us ,hg))’l ,J' u;,-\.m“
- P Lo

that the Messenger of Allah said: 2. .
P T P

P -
Cupping on Tuesday on the 17th itﬁl";lt 22 K,t;;f\h e Jfglcml -
of the month is a medicine for dise- %

s » AP, L L -~ A ,fl\/ L
:dn oy S5 5 lamg o2 Jiine =

LT

ept himself about leprosy. (.

rd
~—Sharhi-Sunnat & - Aen s

Ei....ll U.’; ) - f,’b?“
264w. Abu Hurairah reported

s PAde o, TR A . -

c- s
ot A ey JU Ui s

Y - e A,

i}“""“)'d, NS .:‘“ o3 fc .y
i ases — : e PR | 7] ag -
that the Messenger of Allah said : g of the year. ‘ Razin. o b =%y
is untain of B eoh BN en hes S e s, )
The stomach lb. the fo .:.o,:‘l it 4 “;‘_\.:\; e (u")) )
body and the veins arc conmecled 33053l LAy tdrell gl & J
with 1t. So when the stomach is ,, .. chosn o wc oot o ———
sound, the veins come out wlth J;)«*“ PRl ! ot 'o{' “3; 4&) b SECTION
heatth ; and when the stomachis  ,, cos At e . -2
; i o)l 5 30 Beoll ogms 131 Eaw
unsound, the veins come out thl‘\ Sy PR ‘:—,J , Q,J'u\' : 715. Omens and Superstitious beliefs,
illness, —Baihagi. b e nr L5 ’
(fert) -t Bad omens and superstitious’ beliefs are unlawful and were greatly
s PR g
) ¢ wh Nrd B L AR che e ws con, Cn:fn‘ed by the Holy Prophet. The pre-Islamic Arabs were a greatly
264w. Ali reported t:na \a;en &le it e A"ﬁIJJ..)!L,x,.; Jus ,_,L‘w Superstitious people, but the Holy Prophet abolished all these beliefs
he (Prophet) w~as praying &l a . - -5,

s hand 1 Ms et s B Par e T and jdeas, established pure monotheism in the
night, he placed his hand on earth

and asnake bit it. The Messenger
of Allah stroke it with his shoe and
killed it. When he turned away, he
said : May Allah curse the snakes !
They do not spare a man who prays
and who does not pray, or a prop-
het. Afterwards he called for sait
and water and mixed them in a
pot. Then he began to pour it
over his fingers where it had bitten
him, rub it and seck refuge with the
two refuging verses. -—Baihaqi.

265w. Abm Kabshatul-Amnmari
reported that the Messenger of
Allah took cupping over the vertex”.
of his head on account of the poi-
soned mutton. Ma’mar said : I
got cupping like that without having
poison in the vertex of my head.
Then the excellence of retentive
power, went from me, till I was »
taught the Qpening of the Book in
praver, ‘ —Razin.

A people engrossed in

peninsula of Arabia,
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“for a year. There is a reference to this in

NI

grossest idolatry and superstitions were turned
suddenly into a band of angels as if by the touch of a magic

wand. It is unlawful to take bad omens from the sound of animuls
and from knockings of doors (9:98) and to believe in the existence
of ghosts (9 ;69). Belief in bad omen amounts to polytheism (9 : 69 ;.
Had there been any.bad omen, it would have been in houses, horses
and women which are the objelis of taste for men. The following
are some of the superstitions of the pre-Islamic Arabs that were abo-
lished by the Prophet.

(a8) Hamah and Safar have been explained in note 716,

(b) Belief in Noa as cause of rain has been explained in note 717,

() When a pre-Islamic Arab cherished an intentjon to get an
pbject and was unable to get jt, he would not enter into his house by
the front door, but enter it by the back door and contjnye in doing so

the Quran : “but righteousness

is this that one should guard against evil and 8o into the houses by

their doors” (2 : 189 Q).

(d) When a pre-Islamic Arab desired to make a
a wife, or to engage in a warfare, or to undertake other important
tasks, he used to draw out arrows, on one of which was written “My
Lord has commanded me" on another ‘My Loxd has forbidden me’ whife
a third arrow remained blank. The Quran speaks of such suprestitions :

And what was sacrificed on stones set up ( for idols ) and that you divide
by the arrows—that is a transgression ( 5 : 3 Q).
M—12

journey or to take
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SAD aL-DIN KOPEK - SADA

....ng NS KQ}M-\‘L_ 705

portant court official of two Saldjik sultans of
Rim, Kaykubad I and Kaykhusraw II. Képek’s place
and date of birth are unknown. He is first mentioned
as a lardjumdn (Ibn Bibi, 146). Late in Kaykubad's
reign, Koépek had risen to become amir-i shikar (master

of the hunt) and mi“mdr (minister of works), entrusted”

with overseeing the construction of Kaykubid’s new
palace at Kubadabad [q.v.] (ibid., 147). Kopek himself
erected in 633/1235 a large caravanserai, known as
the Zazadin or Sadeddin Han, between Konya and
Aksaray. Two extant inscriptions on its portals record
the name Kipek (k.w.b.k.) b. Muhammad.

After Kaykubad’s death in 634/1237, Kopek wield-
ed considerable influence over his successor,
Kaykhusraw II. Murders, aimed at consolidating

Kaykhusraw's position, then followed. Képek sud- -

denly seized a KhWarazmian amir, Kirkhan, who died
in prison (Bar Hebraeus, 403; Ibn Bibi, 201). Képek
then organised the murders of Kaykhusraw’s two
half-brothers and their mother (Ibn Bibi, 204). In
635/1238 Kaykhusraw sent Kopek to occupy
Sumaysa; on his behalf, Returning home, Kopek
killed off the last of the *‘old guard’’ state officials,
Kaymari and Kamyar, who, like him, had served
Kaykubid (Ibn Bibi, 208). In 637/1240, Kaykhusraw
climinated Kopek, because he was a dangerous rival,
who had ‘‘destroyed the pillars of the state, one by
one’’ (ibid.). According to lbn Bibi, who remains the
principal, and often the sole source, for these events,
the malevolent Képek remained true to form, even in
death: one of the spectators, assembled to gloat over
Képek’s dismembered body, suspended in a cage
from a gallows, was killed by the cage falling on him
(ibid., 209).

The blame for the murders in Kaykhusraw’s reign
could, of course, be apportioned differently. After all,
1bn Bibi, the court chronicler of the Riam Salgjiks, is
keen to exonerate Kaykhusraw from responsibility for
all the deaths, save Kopek's,

Biblivgraphy: 1. Primary sources. Bar He-
bracus, The chronography, tr. E.A.W. Budge, Lon-
don 1932, i, 402-3; Ibn Bibi, Die Seltschukengeschichie
des 1bn Bibi, ir. H.W. Duda, Copenhagen 1959,
146-7, 187, 199-207.

2. Secondary Sources. C. Cahen, Pre-Oltoman
Turkey, London 1968, 133-4, 222, 225; Koéprili
Zade Fw’ad, EI' art. sa®n aL-pin kopex; K. Erd-
mann, Das anatolische  Karavansaray des 13,
Jahrhunderts, Berlin 1961, Pt. 1, 102-7; V. Gordlev-
ski, Gosudarstvo seldzhukidov malo | azii, Moscow
1941, 54-5, 74-6, 78, 87-9, 97, 119, 138; J.M.
Rogers, Patronage in Seljuk Anatolia, diss. Oxford
1972, unpubl., 311, 335, 338, 352, 372.

~ _ (Carore HILLENBRAND)

SA‘D aL-DIN TAFTAZANI [sce AL-TAFTAZANI].

SA‘D WA-NAHS (a.), literally, ‘‘the fortunate
and the unfortunate’,

These concepts are based on the influence exerted
by the planets and the signs of the Zodiac on earthly
events, The astrologers describe the stars as being
cither sa®d or nahs. Thus Jupiter, Venus and the Moon
are said to be sa%d, Saturn is nahs and the Sun and
Mercury are at times called one or the other. But this
can vary as a function of their positions in the cecliptic
and of their conjunctions (cf. Aba Maslama Muham-
mad al-Madjriii, Ghdyat al-hakim, ed. H. Ritter, Leip-
zig 1933, 198 [I. = M. Plessner, Picatrix, London
1962, 209 fI.; L’agriculture nabatéenne, i, Damascus
1993, 10-12 et passim).

Starting out from these basic indications, the
astrologers [sce MuNapypjiM] divided their art into two
branches: natural astrology, consisting in the observa-

tion of the fortunate or unfortunate influence of the
stars on the natural elements, whence arises
meteorological divination [see ANWA® and MALAHIM];
and judicial or apotelesmatic divination, consisting in
the observation of the influence of the stars on human
destiny, whence arise gencethlialogy (mawadlid) or the
art of drawing omens from the position of the stars at
a person’s birth [see NupjOM, AHKAM AL-, 1.] and
hemerology and menology [see 1XHTIYARAT], which
consist in establishing the calendar of what is for-
tunate and what is unfortunate [see NUDJUM, AHKAM
AL+, 2.]. .

One should note that the name sa%d, followed by a
noun, is given to some stars and constellations (cf. P.
Kunitzsch, Uber eine anwa’- Tradition mit bisher unbekann-
ten Sternnamen, in Beitrdge zur Lexicographie des Klassischen
Arabisch, Nr. 4, in Abh. der Bayerischen Akad. der Wiss.,
phil.-hist. KI. (Munich 1983), Heft 5, 57, sce this
same author’s arts. ManAziL and ~Nupjim]. This
designation does not seem to have borne any
divinatory significance. -

Bibliography: Given in the article. On Sa‘d, the

idol of the Bana Milkan, and Sa‘dan (tdyat), see T.

Fahd, Le panthéon de !'Arabie Centrale a la veille de

Phépire, Paris 1968, 147-50. (T. Fanp) -

SADA, a town approximately 240 km/150 miles
to the north of the chief town of the Yemen, San‘a’
[g.v.], situated on the southern edge of the Sa‘da
plain, and the administrative capital of the province
(muhdfaza) of the same name. The town is about 1,800
m/5,904 ft. above sea level and in the 1986 census in
the Yemen had a reported population of 24,245 per-
sons. The inhabitants of the province numbered
323,110.

Although al-Hamdani, 67, informs us that the town
was called Djumia® in pre-Islamic times, certain
Sabaic inscriptions mention hgrn SD7Tm, *‘the town
Sa‘da’’, together with reference to the predominant
tribe of the area, Khawlan [q.0.] (Ja 658/11-13, A,
Jamme, Sabaean inscriptions from Mahram Bilgis,
Baltimore 1962, 163; Sharaf al-Din, 31/14-5; A.G.
Lundin, Sabeyskiy dinvvnik § diplomat IIl v.n.e, in
Palestinskiy Sbornik, xxv/88 (1974), 97; Ja 2109/7,
A.F.L. Beeston, Corpus des inscriptions el antiquilds sud-
arabes, ii/1, Louvain 1986, 49-50). Al-Hamdani also
tells the anecdote of the origin of the name Sa‘da. A
weary Hidjazi stopped for the night in the town and
lay on his back contemplating the decorated ceiling
which pleased him. Twice he exclaimed, *‘[Someone]
has indeed raised it up (sa*“ada-hu, sa®ada-hu)l’’ The
town’s fume for the manufacture of arrowheads is also
mentioned by the 4th/10th century Yemeni scholar,
who refers specifically to nisal sadiyyalsatidiyya. Iron
implements, particularly agricultural, of all kinds
seem also to have been made in the town.

The 7th/13th century traveller to the Arabian
Peninsula from the cast, lbn al-Mugdjiwir [q.0.],
reports in his Ta’ikh al-Mustabsir, ed. O. Lofgren,
Leiden 1951-4, 202-6, that the route north to Sa‘da
from San‘d’, originally an important trade and later
pilgrim route, was 20 parasangs (on p. 232, the return
journey is 19). The town was built in the pre-Islamic
era by Shem, the son of Noah, he adds. The old town,
however, did not survive and in the time of al-Hadi
ila ’I-Hakk, the first Zaydi imam (d. 298/911) a
wealthy merchant who would take no expenses built a
mosque, perhaps the mosque bearing al-Hadi's name
still found in Sa‘da to this day. A whole new town fol-
lowed with markets, residences etc. Ibn al-Mudjawir
then goes on to describe the wall (darb), towers (burids)
and gates, and the 11th/16th century Istanbul ms,
contains a plan of the town which is reproduced in
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