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MAGMU* AL-MUFTARAQ

Unter diesem Titel ist in der Maktaba al-Flasaniya in Rabat ein
Anonymus iiber die Geographie Andalusiens erhalten, der moglicher-
weise aus dem 6./12, Jahrthundert stammt. Die jingsten darin zitierten
Quellen sind Werke von Ahmad b. ‘Umar al-“Udri (gest. 478/1085,
5.0.S. 257) und Ibn Haiyan al-Qurtubi (st, 469/1076). Mdglicherweise
gehorte das Buch seinerseits zu der Quelle des ar-Raud al-mi‘tar fi
habar al-agtar des Muhammad b. ‘Abdalmun‘im al-Himyari (gest.
727/1326) und des Nafh af-ib von Ahmad b, Muhammad al-Himyarl
(gest. 1041/1631). Das Buch zeigt iiberwiegend den Charakter einer
historischer Geographie und besteht aus einer Kompilation aus den
ihm zur Verfiigung stehenden Quellen. Es sind in erster Linie zn er-
wihnen: Ahmad b. Muhammad ar-Rézi, Ibn Hurradadbih, Ahmad b.
al-Gazzar (sein K. ‘A§a’ib al-buldan), Ton Haiyan und al-‘Udri.

H. Mwnis, Ta’rip al-gugrdfiya wa-l-gugrafiyin fi l-Andalus S. 596-602.

Hds. Rabat, al-Maktaba al-Hasaniya, ein Teil daraus iiber die Beschreibung
von Cérdoba hsg. von H. Muw’nis u.d.T. Wasf fadid li-Qurtuba al-islamiya in:
Revista del Instituto Egipcio de Estudios Islémicos (Madrid) 13/1965-66/arab.
Teil S. 161-181. ‘

UMARA ALYAMANL  Umote el - Yemen !

Nagmaddin Abl Muhammad ‘Umara b. Abi 1-Hasan ‘Ali b. Zaidan
b. Ahmad al-Hakami al-Yamani wurde um 515/1121 in Murtan (in der
Tihamat al-Yaman) geboren, studierte in Zabid, war ein Literat, Histo-
riker und Jurist. Nach einem Wanderleben zwischen Zabid und Aden
sowie mehrmaligen Pilgerfahrten lieff er sich von 552/1157 an in Agyp-
ten nieder. Br wirkte dort als Hofdichter bei den letzten Fatimiden.
Nach der Ubernahme durch Saladin gelang es ihm, seine Position zu
behalten. Seine Sympathie fiir die Fatimiden fiihrte ihn dazu, sich an
einer Verschworung gegen Saladin zu beteiligen. Er wurde deshalb im
Jahre 569/1175 hingerichtet.

Unter seinen Biichern ist al-Mufid ff ahbar San‘a’ wa-Zabid dasjenige,
das ihm in der Historiographie des Jemen cine besondere Stellung
verschafft hat. In dieser Lokalgeschichte rdumt er der Topographie

FUAT SEZGIN, GESCHICHTE DES ARABICSHEN SCHRIFTTUM
(GAS), BAND, XV/2, FRANKFURT 2010. ISAM DN. 192580
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und Wirtschaft des Landes einen wesentlichen Platz ein. Seine Haupt-
quelle ist al-Mufid fi ahbar Zabid des Nasiraddin Gaiyas b. Nagah
(gest. 498/1105, 5.0.5. 399).

“‘Uméra, an-Nukat al-‘agriya fi apbar al-wuzara@’® al-migriya, hsg. von H.
Derenbourg, ‘Oumara du Yemen, sa vie et son Qeuvre (Xile s.), t. 1, Autobio-
graphie et recits sur les vizirs dEgypte ..., Paris 1897; Ibn Hallikan I, 475-477; .
Wiistenfeld, Geschichtsschreiber S. 90-91, No. 263; Brackelmann G1, 333-334,
S 1, 570; 1. Kratschkowsky (Krackovskij) in: EI TII, 1068-1069; Zirikli V,
193; Kahhila Vi1, 268-269; A.F. Saiyid, Magadir Ta’rii al-Yaman 8. 108-110;
P. Smoor in: B* X, 836.

1. — al-Mufid fi ahbar San‘@’ wa-Zabid wa-$u‘ar@ mulitkiha wa-a‘yan
udaba’iha oder Ta’rif al-Yaman, Hss.: u.d.T. al-Multasar al-mufid ... Dublin,
Ch, Beatty 5223 (116 ff., 9. Th. H.), London, Brit. Libr., Or. 3265/2 ({f.
85-168, 1258 H., s. Cat. Suppl. S. 375, No. 586), Jan‘a’, Privatbesitz von
M. A. al-Akwa"; hsg. von H.C. Kay, London 1892 (dazu W.R. Smith, Remarks
on Mr. Kay's edition ... in: Joumnal of the Royal Asiatic Society (London)
1893, 182-217; dagegen: H.C. Kay, ‘Omdarah ‘s History of Yemen — Observa-
tions, ebd. S, 218-236); hsg. von H.S, Mahmiid, Kairo 1957, von M.‘A.
al-Akwa', Kairo 1967, 1976, Damaskus 1979; s. noch M.L. Bates, The Chapter
on the Fatimid ‘Da%is’ in Yemen in the Ta’rikh’ of ‘Umara al-Hakamt (d.
56911174). An interpolation in: Sources for the History of Arabia (Studies in
the History of Arabia. Vol. I, part 2), Riyad 1979, S. 51-61.

2.~ Qagida auf den Nil, Agypten und den Untergang der Fatimiden, Berlin
7696 (= Mf. 1178, f. 33a).

IBN ‘ASAKIR

Abu 1-Qdsim “Ali b. al-Hasan b. Hibatalldh b. ‘Abdalldh ad-Dima$qi
war das berithmteste Mitglied der damals seit 200 Jahren bekannten
Familie Banii ‘Aszkir und wurde 499/1106 in Damaskus geboren. Er
erhielt seine erste Ausbildung in Damaskus, begab sich 520/1126 nach
dem Tod seines Vaters nach Bagdad, wo er an der Hochschule an-
Nizimiya bei beriihmten Gelehrten wie al-Gazzili, As‘ad b. Abi Nasr
al-Mihni und anderen weiter studierte, Von dort aus besuchte er Kufa,
Mekka und Mosul und kehrte im Jahre 525/1130 nach Damaskus
zuriick., Als Folge der politischen Unruhen in Syrien begab er sich
529/1135 nach dem Osten, Uber Isfahan und Hursin ging er nach

FUAT SEZGIN, GESCHICHTE DES ARABICSHEN SCHRIFITUM
(GAS), BAND, XV/2, FRANKFURT 2010. ISAM DN. 192580
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486 SHIRK — SHIRKUH

states in fact, twice, that God can pardon all sins
save one, that of associationism (inna “lliha (@ yaghfiru
an_yushraka biki wa-yaghfiru ma dind dhalika li-man yasha’,
IV, 48, 116). The Kur’an relates furthermore how,
in the next world, these alleged “associates” of God
who are worshippped by the mughrikin will then dis-
own their worshippers (VI, 94; X, 28-9; XVIII, 52;
XXVIII, 62-3; etc.).

Shirk, by definition, is contrary to Islam, since the
first article of faith of the Muslim is precisely the
denial of all associationism; the affirmation of the sin-
gle God: /a2 ilaha illi “llah. In the formula of the fal-
biya [g.v] recited particularly during the Pilgrimage,
it is said and repeated, /i sharika laka “You have no
associate”.

In theological polemic, accusations of shirk are rife.
With regard in particular to the status of the volun-
tary human act, the Sunni theologians charge their
Mu‘tazili adversaries with associationism, on the
grounds that the latter attribute to man a creative
power comparable to that of God (cf. al-Bakillang,
Tamhbid, ed. McCarthy, Beirut 1957, §§ 523, 540;
D. Gimaret, Théories de Pacte humain en théologie musul-
mane, Paris 1980, 297-8); the Mu‘tazilis, for their
part, level the same accusation at the Sunnis, on the
grounds that, for the latter, the voluntary human act
would result from an association between God, who
creates it, and man, who “acquires” it {cf. Gimaret,
op. cit., 292).

Bibliography: ML Surty, The Qur’anic concept of

Al-Shirk (polytheism), London 1982, 21990.

L (D. GIMARET)

SHIRKUH, Asu ’t-HArirH B. SHADI, Asad al-Din
al-Malik al-Mansiir, one of Nar al-Din Mahmid’s
[¢.0] generals and statesmen, and the penultimate
vizier of Fatimid Egypt.

His family was Kurdish (of the Rawadiyya clan)
from Dvin in Armenia, where Shadi, his father, had
served the Shaddadid dynasty [g..]. Later “noble”
genealogies are fanciful. Ibn Abi Tayyi’ says, “None
of the Ayyiibid family knows any ancestor beyond
Shadi” (quoted in Rawd, ii, 534-5). Shirkith served in
the Saldjiik state, where his elder brother Ayylib was
governor of Takrit. Because of assistance given to
ZangT [g2] in 526/1132, and perhaps also because
Shirkiih had killed a Christian in the service of Bihriiz,
the shihna of ‘Irdk, the brothers fled to Mawsil, where
ZangT gave them ita’s in his Mesopotamian lands,
and Shirkith fought in Zangi’s Syrian campaigns.

After Zang®’s death, Shirkih and his brother served
Nir al-Din. Shirkih became commander of his armies
and held Hims and Rahba as i#ta%. Ibn al-Kalanist
documents ShirkGih’s military activities in Syria on
behalf of Nir al-Din in the years 549-54/1154-9. In
556/1161 Shirkith performed the kadjdj in great mag-
nificence.

In Dhu ’I-Ka‘da 558/October 1163 the ousted
Fatimid vizier Shawar [¢.2.] came to Damascus seek-
ing aid towards his restoration and promising a third
of the resources of Egypt to help the djihdd in Syria.
Shirkith was appointed commander of the Syrian force
by Nir al-Din (in various accounts each had doubts
about the undertaking), and he set out in Djumada
I 559/April 1164 on the first of three expeditions.
Shiwar was restored as vizier (Radjab/May) but
refused to fulfil his promises and turned for support
to the Kingdom of Jerusalem, which was already
receiving annual tribute from Cairo, and now em-
barked on a period of direct intervention in Egyptian
aflairs. Shirkiih chose Bilbays as a defensive base and
alter a siege of several months he agreed on 15 Dhu

’l-Hidjdja/3 November to a settlement and the with-
drawal of both external parties, being ignorant of
Frankish anxiety at Nar al-Din’s successes in Syria,

Now convinced of the opportunities offered in Egypt,
Shirkith persuaded Nur al-Din to sanction a second
expedition, which set out in Rabi® [ 562/January
1167. Shawar again sought aid from the Franks.
Shirkith crossed the Nile at Atfth and spent 50 days
or so at Giza, facing the combined enemy, before
they effected a river crossing and pursued Shirkih
south as far as Ashminayn. At a place called al-
Babayn, ShirkGh won a hard-fought victory on 25
Djumada 1/18 March. He returned north and left his
nephew Saladin [see saLAm AL-pin] and part of the
army in Alexandria, with the Sunni notables of which
he had already made contact. Shirkih kept his mobil-
ity and ranged widely in Upper Egypt, while Saladin
sustained a siege of four months. Eventually a new
settlement was reached in Shawwil/August, which
allowed for an indemnity of 50,000 dinars for the
Syrian force and, in principle, the withdrawal of both
armies. By Dbu ‘1-Ka‘da/September Shirkiih was back
in Damascus. ‘

About a year later, the Franks made another attack
on Egypt, prompted by exiled enemies of Shawar and
hoping to exploit Niir al-Din’s absence in northern
Syria. Besieged in Cairo, Shawar appealed again to
Nar al-Din for assistance. Unwilling to abandon Egypt
to the Franks, Nar al-Din and Shirkith responded
energetically. By Safar 564/December 1168 a force
of 5,000 had been enlisted and reviewed near
Damascus. Nir al-Din added 2,000 of his own troops
with several of his amirs. By Rabi‘ II/January 1169
Shirktih was at Cairo and the Frankish invaders had
fled back to Palestine without a battle.

According to some versions, Shirkiih established
good relations with Shawar, but on the other hand
there are hints of secret negotiations with the caliph
al-‘Adid 1i-Din Allah [q.#.] to remove Shawar, who
had certainly shown himself unreliable enough in the
past. Shirkiih, however, is even said to have warned
Shawar of plots against him by the Syrian officers.
Izz al-Din Djurdik, one of Niur al-Din’s mamlifs,
played a leading part in the coup, although later ideas
of what was fitting also assigned a major role to
Saladin. At all events, Shawar was led into a trap
and assassinated on Saturday 17 Rabi® II 564/18
January 1169. The caliph “by the custom of the
Egyptians” demanded his head and issued a document
appointing Shirkiih as vizier with the ttle al-malik al-
mansir amir al-djuyish (for text, see al-Kalkashands,
Subk al-a‘sha, x, 80-90). Shirkiih possibly entrusted the
management of affairs generally to Saladin (but for
a decree dated Djumada II 564/March 1169 said to
be issued by Shirkiih, see S.M. Stern, Fatimid decrees,
London 1964, 80-4). However, he did not long enjoy
this new responsibility. He died suddenly on Sunday
22 Djumada II 564/23 March 1169. He was buried
first in Cairo, but after several years his body was
transferred to the ribat in Medina, which according
to a mutual pact he had built as a last resting-place
for himself and his friend, already deceased, the
MawsilT vizier al-Djawad al-Isfahani [g.0.].

Shirkiih’s personal mamliks, the Asadiyya, played a
significant role in subsequent Ayyfibid history. His son
Nasir al-Din Muhammad established a princely line
in Hims. Foundations attributed to Shirktih include a
diami¢ and a madrasa at Aleppo, a madrase at Rahba,
a madrasa for the Shafi‘ts and Hanalls outside Damas-
cus and a ribdt, two masdiids, a Sull khankah and pos-
sibly a fammam within the city.
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\‘%g}?ﬂ 244. ‘UMARA al-YAMANI (Najm al-Din a. M. “Umira b. a VI-H. al-
a0 Hakami), a/-Nukat al-‘asriyya JT akbbir al-wugard al-misriyya, éd. Hartwig
() :;\3 j’g’“ »5;;" Derenbourg, Le Caire, Madball, 1411/19912, 174 399 p.; 16,5%x24 cm.

Pour A, m. s69/1175, et pour Pouvrage, . Gal, 1, 333-34,
Réimpr. de P'éd. Derenbourg, Paris, 1898: Qumdra du- Yémen. Sa vie et son -
aurre, 1, Autobiographie et Récits sur les vizirs d’Egypte. Choix de poésies.

5339

Claude GILLIOT, "Textes Arabes A—nciens Edités en Egypte au

1 Cours Années 1990 a 1992'_MIDEO (Melanges Institut Dominicain
d'Etudes Orientales du Caire),V0l.21, 1993 Louvain. pp.385-562.

g sbive S Gl (Sl o8 g 6
Ay en 008 B G (o 2 B ol o)

63. ‘OMARA IBN ABI I-HASAN al-YAMANTI, Te'rikk
al-Yaman al-mosamma I-Mofid fi akhbar San'@ wa-ZSabid,
édité avec introduction et notes par Mohammad b. ‘Ali
b. al-Hosayn al-Akwa‘ al-Jawwali, Le Caire, Lajnat al-
bayin al-‘arabi, 1387/1967, 17 X 24 cm., 442 pages.

&

Najm al-Din ‘Omara b. abi I-Hasan al-Yamani, lettré arabe est né
vers 515/1121 dans le Tihamat du Yémen. Vérs 530/1146, il fut envoyé
par son pére a Zabid oii il étudia surtout le droit shafi‘ite. En 535/1140
aprés avoir obtenu son #jdza (licentia docendi), il enseigna pendant
trois ans 4 Zabid méme. En 550/1115, le shérif de la Mecque, QQisim
b. Hashim, le chargea d’une mission auprés des Fatimides du Caire.
Chargé d’une seconde mission, il resta définitivement en Egypte. Bien
qu’il fiit avant tout un adib au sens classique du terme, et qu’il demeurt
toujours shafi‘ite, il garda cependant sa sympathie pour les Fatimiides.
Bien qu'au début il et loué Salidh al-Din de son arrivée av pouvoir,
il se la issa entrainer dans une conjuration visant a rétablir les
Fatimides. I fut pris et mis en croix avec d’autres conjurés le 6 avril
1174. Cf. E.L article “Omara, t. 3, pp. 1057-58 (Kratschkowsky).

De lui on posséde surtout : 1) al-Nokat al-“asriyya fi akhbar al-wozard”
al-misriyya, gqui renferme de nombreux détails auto-biographiques, une
anthologie de ses vers et des remarques sur les vizirs égyptiens. Ce
. , livre a été publié par H. Derenbourg, Oumara du Yémen, sa vie et som
euvre. 1. Autobiographie et récits sur les Vizirs d’Egypte. Choix de poésies,
Paris, 1897. II. Texte arabe, Paris 1902 2) Son Diwdn, publié par
Derenbourg 3) Son Tarikh al-Yamanintitalé al-Mofid fi ckhbar Zabid,
dédié au qadi I-Fadil. Commencé en 563/1167, il fut achevé Pannée
suivante. Najm al-Din imite son prédécesseur I'imam de Zabid Jayyash
b. Najih {m. 498/1150) qui avait écrit une histoire du Yémen portant:
le méme titre mais qui ne nous est pas parvenue. L’intérét du livre de-
‘Omira vient de ce qu’il rapporte des faits qu’il a vécus personnelle-
ment. Le texte original arabe avait été publi¢ par Henry Cassels Kay :
Yaman, Its early mediceval history by Najm al-din ‘Omara al-Hakami ..
The original Text with Translation and notes, Londres 18gz.

En 1957, Hasan Solaymin Mahmid, publia sous le titre de Ta'rikk
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(see Khoury, ‘Abd Allah b. Lahi‘a, 26 f.). ‘Umara’s other
masters were connected with his own father, who was
the most important amongst them and on whom we
have much more information; ‘Umara transmitted the
whole of his book. For more detail on the father and
his book, and for bibliography, see WATHIMA B. MUSA.
-, _ _ (R.G. Knoury)
<)  UMARA aL-YAMANI, As0 Hamza B. ‘ALl b.
"~ Abmad al-Hakami, Nadjm al-Din, Arabic poet and
prose writer, b. 515/112]1 at Murtan in Yaman,
killed at Cairo in 569/1174.

In 531/1136-7 he began to study Shafi‘T fikh at
Zabid, and then worked as a teacher, as a jurispru-
dent giving fatwas and as a trader, travelling between
Zabid and Aden, this being in the time of Nadjahid
rule there [see NapjAHIDS]. As well as connections with
these last, he thus also acquired connections with the
Shi‘t Zuray‘id ruler in Aden Muhammad b. Saba’
as well as with ‘All b. Mahdi of the Mahdids [g.z.],
and was already addressing verses to local figures.
Threats to his life compelled him to leave for Mecca
and the protection of its amir al-Kasim b. Hashim b.
Fulayta, on whose behalf he started travelling to
Fatimid Egypt in 549/1155, arriving in Cairo just
after the murder of the caliph al-Zafir and the regency
of the Armenian commander Tala’i‘ b. Ruzzik [g.0.]
for the child al-Fa’iz. After a second journey in
552/1157 he was to remain there for the rest of his
life. Although still apparently adhering nominally to
his Sunni and Shafi‘t madhhab, he adjusted to the
intellectual and religious climate of Fatimid Egypt and
began addressing eculogies to both the caliph and
Tala’i; in those for the latter, like his master a Shi‘y,
he mourned the Akl al-Bayt, and after Tala’i”s death,
which he hymned in several impressive marthiyas or
threnodies, he praised his son Ruzzik. When the
vizieral line of Tald’i‘ was overthrown, ‘Umara re-
mained persona grata at the Fitimid court, having
adapted to the new régime under the Arab Shawar
[g.v.], and likewise wrote eulogies of him.

Much information on ‘Umiara’s contemporaries can
be gleaned from his poems (Diwdn, ed. H. Derenbourg,
very incomplete, his Memoirs (al-Nukat al-‘asriyya ft akhbar
al-wuzard@® al-misriyya) and nine rasa’i or epistles (see
Derenbourg, ‘Oumdra du Yémen, sa vie et son auvre, i,
Autobiographie et récits sur les vizirs d’Egypte. Choix de poésies,
Paris 1897; ii (Partic arabe) Poésies, épitres, biographies,
notices en arabe par ‘Oumdra et sur ‘Oumdra, 1902; (Partie
Sfrangaise) Vie de ‘Oumdra du Yémen [unfinished], 1904.
The Memoirs, in particular, written in the first person
and interspersed with ‘Umira’s own poetry, paint an
interesting picture of court life and intrigues in Cairo.
Another prose work of his is the Ta’rikh al-Yaman (also
known in its time as al-Mufid fi akhbar Jabid), ed., tr.
and notes by H.C. Kay, Yaman, its early mediaeval his-
tory by Naym ad-Din ‘Omarah al-Hakami, also the abridged
history of its dynasties by Ibn Khaldin and an account of the
Karmathians of Yaman by Abu ‘Abd Allah Baha ad-Din
al-Fanadi, London 1892. It covers events in both north-
ern and southern Yaman and a period of time stretch-
ing from before the author’s time into his lifetime. It
was written in 563/1167-8 at the instigation of al-
Kadi al-Fadil [¢.2.], who had been Ruzzik’s chancel-
lor and was later to become chief secretary for the
Ayyiibid Salah al-Din. ‘Umara’s Memoirs contain what
are sometimes sharp evaluations of leading personages
in the state, whilst his poetry ranges from eulogies of
these statesmen to satires on those who tried to keep
him from the ruler or who were niggardly in paying
his court allowances and a few ghazals or love poems,
including a moving elegy on his wife’s death.

When the Ayyiibids came to power in Egypt,
‘Umara tried to adjust to the new régime under Shir-
kith and then Salah al-Din [guw.], but did not have
much success with his poems addressed to them, hence
composed an ‘@yniyya of complaint, shikdya, to the sul-
tan; a lamiypa lamenting the fall of the Fatimids and
expressing Isma‘ili religious concepts cannot have
helped his position. In one verse of a poem, lament-
ing the last Fatimid caliph al-‘Adid’s death, he regret-
ted the increase of what he called “the welfare of the
depraved one” (saldh al-fisid), thereby giving offence
to Salzh al-Din himself (see ms. St. Petersburg, fol.
56b). Another verse was seized on by the orthodox
ulama’, who secured a fatwd against ‘Umara accusing
him of kufr (though al-Makrizi, al-Mukaffa al-kabir, ed.
Muhammad al-Ya‘lawi, Beirut 1991, viii, 755, con-
sidered this verse to have been inserted by the poet’s
enemies). This in itself might explain ‘Umaéra’s con-
viction and subsequent crucifixion by the sultan in
569/1174, but it is also possible, allege the histori-
ans, that he took part in an intended coup against
the Ayytibids; in any case, the intercession of al-Kadf
al-Fadil, who had speedily learnt to serve new mas-
ters, could not save him.

Bibliography (in addition to references in the
article); 1. Sources. There are relevant passages
in the historians of the late Fatimid and early Ayyt-
bid periods, see Ibn Wasil, Mufarndi al-kurid, ed.
Shayyal, i-ii, index; Abfi Shama, Rawdatayn, Cairo
1288, i, 124 ff., 219 fI.; Makrizi, al-Mukaffa al-kabir,
viii, 740-56, and liti‘Gz al-hunafa’, Cairo 1973, iii,
224-5; ‘Imad al-Din al-Isfahani, Kharidat al-kagr, kism
shu‘ar@® al-Sham, iii, 101-41; Ibn Khallikdn, ed.
‘Abbas, iii, 431-6, no. 489; Nuwayri, Mhaya, xxvii,
Cairo 1992, 325 ff.

2. Studies. Muh. Kamil Husayn, i adab Misr
al-fatimiyya, Cairo 1950; Dhu "I-Nun al-Misri, ‘Umara
al-Yamani, Cairo 1966; M.J.L. Young et alii (eds.),
The Cambridge history of Arabic Literature. Religion, leam-
ing and science in the ‘Abbasid period, Cambridge 1990,
184-5; P. Smoor, The poet’s house. Fiction and reality
in the works of the “Fatimid poets”, in Quaderni di Stud:
Arabi, Venice, x (1992), 45-62; idem, “Master of the
Century”. Fatimid poets in Cairo, in U. Vermeulen and
D. De Smet (eds.), Egypt and Syria in the Fatimid,
Ayyubid and Mamluk eras, Leuven 1995, 139-62; Brock-
elmann, 12, 406-7, S II, 570. A historical novel
dealing mainly with ‘Umara was written by °‘Alf
al-Djarim, Sayyidat al-kusir, akhir aypam al-Fatimiyyin
bi-Misr, Silsilat Tkra’, Cairo n.d.

(P. SmooR, shortened by the Editors)
AL-UMARI [see IBN FADL ALLAH AL-‘UMARI].
‘UMAYR B. SHUYAYM [see AL-KUTAMI].
UMAYYA 8. ‘Ap ar-‘Aziz, ABU ’L-SALT ar-

DANT ar-Isuiil, Spanish Muslim scholar who
has left especially significant works in the fields of
medicine, the natural and astronomical sciences and
music (460-528/1068-1134).

1. Life

Probably born at Denia, he acquired a vast knowl-
edge from his teacher, the kidi al-Wakkashi [g.0.],
inheriting from him an encyclopaedic knowledge of
the sciences. He may have studied at Seville, but in
489/1096 arrived in Fatimid Egypt, where the caliph’s
vizier al-Afdal had a lively interest in astronomy and
soon introduced Abu ’l-Salt to the caliphal court. It
was in Egypt that he lectured and composed his most
important works. But in ca. 500/1106-7 he fell into
disgrace, allegedly, says Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a, because he
failed to make materialise his promise to raise and
keep afloat a ship with its valuable cargo which had
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" *Umar ibn Laja’

090.53%L Bl A

pursuit of amorous adventures. ‘Umar played a
leading part in the pleasure-oriented urban
society of the Hijaz. He associated with sin-
gers and musicians, enjoyed the conversation
of women and wrote verses to numerous ladies
of the Qurayshi nobility, including the caliphal
family. Charm, gaiety and a considerable
vanity were his personal attributes. His poetry
was highly esteemed already in his lifetime.
His contemporary Jarir calls him ‘the best
poet of love’.

‘Umar’s diwan (ed. P. Schwarz) consists of
440 poems and fragments, exclusively devoted
to the erotic genre. Two variants of his ghazal
can be distinguished:

1 A lengthy form (50—70 vv.) in the manner
of the gqasida, i.e. a sequence of thematic
units, beginning with a conventional motif
of the nasib, followed, as a rule, by a
praise of the beloved. The ghazal ends
with one or more individual episodes,
referring to amorous conflicts or adven-
tures and their happy end (cf. Audebert,
1975, 1977).

2 A short, monothematic ghazal (4-20 vv.),
which was probably destined to be sung. It
is closely structured by stylistic means and
usually contains a lively narrative, e.g. a
lovers’ quarrel and reconciliation.

Excepting a few texts of doubtful authenti-
city, displaying a courtly attitude (cf.
Blachére, 1952-66, 638), ‘Umar’s ghazal is
light-hearted, even frivolous, but never
obscene, and reveals a remarkable pyschologi-
cal insight. He tends to elaborate the human
aspect of conventional motifs, assigning to the
lover’s friends and the beloved’s maids an
active part in the relationship. Urban traits, an
extensive use of dialogue, and the introduction
of individual elements are his main contri-
butions to the development of ghazal poetry.

Text edition

Diwan, P. Schwarz (ed.), Leipzig (1901-9); M.M.
*Abd al-Hamid (ed.), Cairo (1952), rpt Beirut
(1961).

Further reading

Audebert, Claude, ‘Réflexions sur la composition
des poemes de ‘Umar ibn Abi Rabi‘a’, Cahiers
de linguistique d’Orientalisme et de Slavistique
5-6 (1975), 17-29,9 (1977), 5-18.

——, ‘Rime et parallélisme dans un poéme de
‘Umar B. Abfi Rabi‘a: ou le jeu de l'attente
déjouée’, Institut Frangais d’ Archéologie orien-
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tale du Caire: Livre du Centenaire 1880-1980,
Cairo (1980), 355-67.

Blachére, Régis, Histoire de la littérature arabe,
Paris (1952-66), 629—-42.

Jacobi, R., ‘Theme and variations in Umayyad
ghazal poetry’, JAL 23 (1992), 109-19.

Kinany, A.H., The Development of gazal in Arabic
Literature, Pre-Islamic and Early Islamic
Periods, Damascus (1950), 193-249.

Seidensticker, T., ‘Anmerkungen zum Gedicht
*‘Umar ibn Abi Rabi‘a Nr. 299 Ed. Schwarz’,
Wagner Festschrift, 131-44.

R. JACOBI

‘Umar ibn Laja’ (late first or early
second/eighth century)

“‘Umar (or ‘Amr) ibn al-Ash‘ath ibn Laja’ of
Taym, rajaz and qasid poet, was a friend of

al-Farazdaq and was involved in a series of .

naqa’id with Jarir. He appears to have died in
Ahwaz. The naga’id of “Umar ibn-Laja’ and
Jarir were collated by al-Asma‘i, Abii ‘Amr
al-Shaybani and Ibn Habib; the ten poems
preserved in Muhammad ibn al-Mubarak ibn
Maymiin’s Muntaha al-talab min ash‘ar al-
‘Arab, totalling 730 verses, form the basis of
the Kuwait edition of his poetry.

Text edition
Shi*r, Y. al-Jubiri, (ed.), Kuwait (1981).
P.F. KENNEDY

‘Umar al-Nu‘man see Alf layla
wa-layla , Lo (

e
& e

\J vave

‘Umara al-Yamani

1121-74)

Yemeni author of prose and poetry, born in
Martan in al-Zara’ib in the coastlands of
Yemen, who studied Shaf‘i figh in Zabid. As
a trader he visited Aden in south Yemen,
where he met da‘is (propagandists) of the
Fatimids in Egypt. In 550/1155 he was com-
missioned by the Sharif of Mecca, Qasim ibn
Hashim ibn Fulayta, to participate in an
embassy to the Fatimid Imam al-Fa'iz in
Cairo, just after the vizier Tala’i" ibn Ruzzik,
who also had literary pretensions, had seized
power and had been granted the honorific title
‘al-Malik al-Silih’. In his poems ‘Umara
praised not only the Imams al-Fa’iz and al-
‘Adid, but this vizier and his successors. But




NALL = \Y\o ‘ch u:la g_._n).l.]l rifle C);\-i.]",.ll .JAI..\.. [ .).!%f'l.' ‘-5:)&..'
DIA KTP.16760..]055-5% . La . aliyd) VAAY,  SU] 4 5l

~daa e @ E”’%ﬁ&%&%@i

(Leolo el Al inaill colo :elill) Al 3 las

JEVEDNN, RO PE P TP X cdol o s o e o Bles
» 004 — 0\o
|.\Wo M R 8 A
b B ol Pho g 153 udll Ll sod oo 0sy e H . C Kay 1,0l Jui
L,.‘,, «oll é\..,» pt aill e 5T n vm £ el olSs ekl s 518" 00 550501
ol sl 3 el 1 o aeao 58Ty ke S8 o Jan U bl I o iy L 0ol
el s Bl ol iy Lad o 2 Al o 5,
e iyt e Ol o SIS D Tl
Jadly A e day by Hatlly sndl i€ a0k sy
oSy gl o wie iy (0I5 ol 08 0l £ ke lan ¥ 18,301 oy 0 il W) 2l il LS
Cadliny o @b ik 00 Koo g il L1 ] Dy 35 eal oLt o o) any 23
- 0L S5 pll s ol o il Sl 2 (rab il e RRERR1 )
' L0008V NG gl febdl )
COAY YL SPVE ) dae s el el ¥
YA ke s Sl Y
A AUFE SR B 7 SR 5 W ol oldy £
YV SV sl el -0
CYVR Y Kl Dl Y
SO Y 5 N e dae 3 3k Ll ol oY Jonalsll T S oz JI Y
B U VY R P )
cone Y SV 5 ke tgpmN Jiailadl olib -4
‘ LY 4 el obds ~Y .
U5 s WYY ¢ ¥ e polyn 6 ol it -\
SYVA 6\ G dae Y
AR AP E LI IR A VS )
CYA Y 3 e - E

Y £ 5, L) el A SRS, e llae lall ae

ISAM 95810. 0@ ,(Y.Y.) 1403/1983

: I I
S (a0 )
¢ (f“::'”t.zjc\{ s -«u‘i—“
", *sosdl w Gt —
T YYA r\ﬂy-\ ¢ ;J;LJ:.U l-u__,anH BIER le‘..'sf

eae G Bles
(=774

e G Boles O — )
sl Sl pzas —

) VY- . r\ﬂYY" ¢ EJ\.AL..“ L—r‘d‘ ‘ 3:\4_..”

sodl 3tas
(.aa‘\ﬂ)g&l@l;as)uumxlad;;;’”
U IVCRT
H CRay -4 s Gf; S";-—\
& T LY OA T L VARY L o
Sl (B el I Slats ool 0¥ o) Jso ol jazin 1 ol
MFCEINES RO TR DU s oY
) o\ yeay (-a_,.o... olde s 1 o_as —
. o < p CLE ) o e I8 5 A
L-@-Jlg_l-ﬂij & ala ;1‘;:-3_9 Gwie plal o 1 ‘__,—s‘)u\-i-in 3« Cooud t"—'JU:
* @l
© Jlad C_,S‘SIL_;L:@.J.A:“:A.,L;&L;; 4zz. —
T VN YT sl ;v
TR L (e )
S VAYS L ogao o eaf Sl
* Dat] o5 al e b & pasdl Cf — y
H. Dereubourg )

M Ii;-_hj_(.] z.a:_-_.'.' B

-Cv“'.‘;v“-'" Ios_paki —
ool b et LAY (L) ol
‘(SJL;QI_,._V.:&CJIJE&Z‘&H
TOATE ol ) Lo eyl e ol
- Y-y



	DKM200097a.pdf
	DKM200097.pdf



