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THE TRUTHFUL CALIPHS

(AL-KHULAFA AL-RASHIDIN)

By

Dr. MAJID ALI KHAN

30 \ The Truthful Caliphs
(i) Usamah’s Expedition

The freed salve of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu ‘plaihi
wa Sallam) and his adopted son, Hadrat Zaid bin Harith
(Rad. A.) was martyred at the hands of Syrians V(Romans)
in the battle of Mautah which took place in 8 A.-H. A few
weeks before his sad demise the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu
‘alaihi wa Sallam) appointed Hadrat Usamah (Rad. A), the
son of Zaid to lead an expedition against Syrians in ordex
to avenge the death of his father, Zaid. When Hadrat Usamah
was about to leave, the news of the demise of the Holy Prophet
(Sallallihu ‘alaihi wa Sallam) came and the departure of
the army was postponed. After being chosen as Caliph,
the first task before Abii Bakr (Rad. A.) was to send out
the expedition. As a matter of fact, it was the most critical
time in the history of Islam. All the peninsula was in a
state of unrest and disorder. Some of the new entrants
thought that Islam was going to end with the Holy Prophet’s
life. Many of the tribes entered the fold of Islam only a
short time before and were not firm in Islam. About this the
Holy Qur’an has already predicted :

“The wandering Arabs (Bedouins) say : We have
(firm) faith. Say (to them O Muhammad) : You believe
not (firmly), but rather say “We submit”, for the Faith
has not entered into your hearts.” (39 : 14)

This was, of course, proved at this time that those tribes
by no means were firm in the Faith. At the same time news
also posed in Medinah that apostates under the command
of some false prophet were planning to invade the town.
Hadrat Aba Bakr (Rad. A.) was really facing a difficult
situation. In the circumstances, the companions approached
him to withdraw the expedition of Hadrat Usamah bin
Zaid. In their opinion it was unwise to send troops out of
Medinah because they were needed at home. Here was the
test of Aba Bakr’s (Rad. A.) firm faith in following the
ways of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam).

IDARAH-1-A

®)

S 2

DABIYAT-I.DELLI

2000 QASIMJAN STREET
DELHI-110006 (1NDIA)

Khilafat (Caliphate) 31

He got through in his test and proved to be the most firm
among all of his companions including Hadrat ‘Umar. Aba
Bakr (Rad. A.) said he could never alter the decision taken
by his master (the Holy Prophet). He firmly replied to his
companions, “How can 1 fold up the flag which was unfurled
by the Holy Prophet (Sallaliahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam) himself ?”
When Muslims saw that Hadrat Abi Bakr was firm they
requested him to change the command of Hadrat Usamah
because he was too young and inexperienced-—below twenty,
thus was not fit to lead the expedition. Hearing this Hadrat
Ab@ Bakr was much annoyed and said, “Do you want me
to dismiss a man appointed by the Messenger of Alldh 27

At last the army led by Hadrat Usamah left after
three weeks of Holy Prophet’s sad demise. Hadrat “‘Umar
(Rad. A.) was also included in the army. Hadrat Abu Bakr
‘sought Usam@h’s permission to leave him in Medinah, and
he agreed. Hadrat Aba Bakr himself bid him farewell and

" went te.some distance out of Medinah. The young commander .

of the army was riding a horse and the great Caliph was
walking by his side. After forty days Hadrat Usamah
returned to Medinah with a great victory, the victory of Aba
Bakr's (Rad. A.) firm Faith. '

The success of Usamah’s expedition also opened the eyes
of those who thought Islam was dying out after the demise
of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam). Some
of the tribes again came back to Islam which they had left.

(ii) False Prophets :

Some disbelievers declared their prophethood and started
Four of those were main figures among such false
A brief account of them is given here :

revolt,
prophets.

(i) Aswad Ansi :
§1en and was known as‘Ansi, “the Veiled

He rose in Yem |
prophet” because he put veil on his face all the time. After

vollecting a big army he stood in open revolt against Islani,
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“URWA B. aL- ZUBAYR — ‘USHAK 913

€

of ‘Urwa traditions, see GAS and add ‘Urwa b. al-
Zubayr, Maghazt rasal Allah bi-riwayat Abi °l-Aswad
‘anhu, coll. and ed. M.M. al-A‘zami, Riyad 1981;
S.M. al-Tahir, Bidayat al-kitaba al-ta’rikhiyya ‘inda I
Arab. Awwal stra fi “l-Islam: “Urwa b. al-Qubayr b. al-
‘Awwam, Beirut 1995. (G. SCHOELER)

URYULA, the modern Orihuela, a town of the
astern part of al-Andalus, the highly fertile

region of the Levante [see sHARK ArL-anpaLus|. The
modern town is 20 km/13 miles to the northeast of
Murcia; it comes within the province of Alicante and
is the seat of a bishopric. In 1970 it had a popula-
tion of 45,000.

The town is an ancient one, and was the Roman

Orecelis. It was conquered by the Muslims at the
same time as other towns of what became the kira
of Tudmir [¢.2.], and appears to have been originally
the chefieu of Tudmir, the place where the epony-
mous Visigothic governor Theodemir had lived. In
the early 3rd/9th century, however, the newly-founded
town of Murcia became the provincial capital [see
MmuRstya]. Thereafter, the history of Urytila was essen-

ti

ally that of Mursiya as long as the latter remained

in Muslim hands, i.e. until the mid-7th/13th century.
In the mid-3rd/9th century, the Norsemen had rav-
aged the coasts of Murcia and had penetrated up the
Rio Segura to Urytla [see AL-MADJUs, at Vol. V,

1

119a]. For a brief period in the mid-6th/12th cen-

tury, Urytla was the cheflieu of a petty principality
ruled by the kadr Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahmian b. ‘Alr

b.

‘Asim.

Bibliography: 1. Sources. Idrisi, ed. Dozy and
de Goeje, 175, 193, . 210, 234; Yakit, Bulddn,
ed. Beirut, i, 167; Abu °l-Fid%’, Takwim al-buldin,
ed. Reinaud and de Slane, 179, tr. 256; Himyarf,
al-Rawd al-mitar, section on al- Andalus s.v.; Ibn al-
Khatib, A%m, ed. Lévi-Provengal, Rabat Pans 1934,
297-8.

2. Studies. E. Tormo, Levante, Madrid 1923,
297-306; Lévi-Provengal, Hist. Esp. mus., index s.n.
Omhuela See also the Bibls. to MURSIYA and TUDMIR.

e (E. Lévi-ProvENGALY)

USAMA B. MUNKIDH [see MUNKIDH, BANT].

USAMA B. ZAYD B HAritHA AL-KALBT AL-

HAsumi, As0 Munammap, son of the Abyssinian
freedwoman Baraka Umm Ayman and reck-

o)

ned among the Prophet’s freedmen; was bori

in Mecca in the fourth year of Muhammad’s mission.
Tradition records many instances of the Prophet’s
fondness for him as a child, and gives him the sur-
name of Hibb b. Hibb Rasil Allah.

He joined the fighters on the way to Uhud [g.0.],

but was sent back before battle on account of his
tender age. Questioned by Muhammad in the case
of slander against ‘A’isha, he spoke in her favour.
After Khaybar he received a stipend, and in 8/630
rode behind the Prophet into Mecca and entered the
Ka‘ba with him. He fought gallantly at Hunayn [¢.0.].

In 11/632 Muhammad put Usama in command of

an expedition to avenge his father Zayd, fallen at Mu’ta
[g.v.]. Notwithstanding criticism, due to Usama’s youth,
the Prophet, already in his last illness, insisted on a
prompt departure, but the expedition turned back at
the news of his death, and Usima was among those
who prepared him for burial.

The newly-elected caliph Abii Bakr ordered the ex-

pedition to be resumed, in accordance with the Pro-
phet’s wishes, though the tribes were already in revolt.
Usama reached the region of al-Balkd’ in Syria, where
Zayd had fallen, and raided the village of Ubna (the
modern Khian al-Zayt). His victory brought joy to

Medina, depressed by news of the ridda, thus acquir-
ing an importance out of proportion to its real signi-
ficance, which caused it later to be regarded as the
beginning of a campaign for the conquest of Syria. In
the same year, Abli Bakr left Usama in command at
Medina, whilst away at the battle of Dhu ’l-Kassa.

In 20/641, ‘Umar bestowed on him a stipend of
4,000 dirhams, equal to that of the men of Badr, on
account of the Prophet’s fondness for him and his
father. The election of ‘Uthmin to the caliphate took
place in the home of Fatima bt. Kays al-Fihriyya,
Usama’s wife; he probably had a part in the event,
and was in favour with the caliph, receiving from
him the grant of a piece of land, and being sent by
him to Basra in 34/654-5 to report upon the political
situation there. After ‘Uthman’s death, Usama refused
homage to ‘All, whose supporters attacked and ill-
treated him in the Mosque at Medina. Thereafter, he
lived in retirement, first in Wadi *-Kura, then in
Medina; he died in al-Djurf in ca. 54/674 and was
buried in Medina.

Usama has a place among transmitters of hadith. His
political career, though not brilliant, appears blame-
less; we hear nothing of his riches.

In appearance, Usama resembled his mother, being
black and flat-nosed. The emphasis laid by tradition
on Muhammad’s love for him is partly due to the
intention of setting him off against ‘All’s famuly; it
may also have been meant to show that the Prophet
was a true democrat and free from colour prejudice.

Bibliography: Tbn Sa‘d, iv/1, 42-51; Baladhuri,

Futih, 273, 451; Khazradji, Khuldsat al-Tadhhib,

Cairo 1322, 22; Ibn al-Athir, Usd, 1, 64; Tabari,

i, 2943, 2952, 3072, 3124, iii, 2344, 2440; Ibn

Hisham, ed. Wiistenfeld, 560, 734, 776, 970, 984,

999, 1008, 1018; Caetani, Annali dell’Islam, au. 11,

§ 3-5, 9-12, 73, 106-11; am. 23, 8156, no. I;

Wellhausen, Muhammed in Medina, Berlin 1882,

433-4, 436; Lammens, Fatima et les filles de Maho-

met, Rome 1912, 20, 28, 31, 72, 103-6, 140; Nabia

Abbott, Aishah, the beloved of Mohammed, Chicago

1942, 33, 37; W. M. Watt, Muhammad at Mecca,

Oxford 1953, 171, 181; idem, Muhammad at Medina,

Edinburgh 1956, 323, 343; M. Gaudefroy-Demom-

bynes, Mahomet, *Paris 1969, 150, 202, 206, 554.

(V. Vacca)

AL-USBA a1-ANDALUSIYYA [see AL-MAHDJAR]

‘USFURIDS, a minor dynasty of mediaeval
Arabia in the al-Ahsda/al-Hasa [¢.2.] and al-Bahrayn
[g.0.] areas of eastern Arabia. Their rule began there
in 651/1253 after their seizure of the region from
the ‘Uyanids [g.2.]. The ‘Usfur were kings of Banii
‘Amir b. ‘Awf b. Malik, a datn of ‘Ukayl, in the 7th/
13th century, whilst their subjects included the Banii
Tha‘laba. Little appears to be known of their history.
In the mid-9th/15th century, a branch of the “Usfurids
called the Djabrids assumed control of al-Ahsa.

Bibliography: Ibn Khaldiin, Tbar, vi, 12; Caskel
and Strenziok, Gamharat an-Nasab. Das genealogische

Werk des Hisam ibn Muhammad al-Kalb, Leiden 1966,

i, table 102; ‘Umar Rida Kahhala, Mu‘diam [cabd’il

al-Arab, 1, Beirut 1982, 711, 785.

(G.R. SmITH)

‘USHAK a town of western Anatolia, in
modern Turkey Usak (lat. 38° 42' N., long. 29° 25' E
altitude 907 m/2,976 feet).

1. History. In Antiquity, the town came within
the empire of the Hittites, and the ruins of classical
Flaviopolis are nearby. In the 8th/14th century it
came within the beplik of the Germiyian-Oghullari
[g.0]. The only extant wakfiyye of this period, dated
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