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Ibn Malik

deposed  (484/1091), Ibn  al-Labbana
described his departure for Morocco in a
famous poem. He visited al-Mu‘tamid in
prison and continued to write panegyrics to
him. After al-Mu‘tamid’s death, Ibn al-Lab-
bana sought patrons in Bougie and Majorca.
His diwan and his prose works about the
‘Abbadids are lost, but his poetry, with its
pathetic strain, is widely quoted, as are several
of his muwashshahat, one with a Romance
kharja. Because of his loyalty to al-Mu‘tamid
he has been called ‘the Samaw’al of the
poets’.

Further reading

Monroe, James T., Hispano-Arabic Poetry: A
Student Anthology, Berkeley (1974), 214-17.
Nykl, AR, Hispano-Arabic Poetry and its Rela-
tions with the Old Provengal Troubadours,

Baltimore (1946), 163-5.

R.P. SCHEINDLIN

Ibn Lankak (d. ¢.360/970)

Abi al-Hasan Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn
Lankak was a poet and littérateur from Basra.
He moved to Baghdad, where he associated
with the vizier al-Muhallabi. According to al-
Thatalibi, his gasidas were rarely successful;
his strength lay in epigrams of no more than
two or three lines containing ‘complaints on
the times’ and invective on his contem-
poraries, among them more successful poets
such as al-Mutanabbi and Abi al-Riyash al-
Yamami. His diwdn, once appreciated by al-
Sahib Ibn ‘Abbad, is lost; some fifty epi-

grams are quoted in al-Tha‘alibi’s Yatimat al-

dahr.

Text edition
Shi‘r, Zuhayr Ghazi Zahid (ed.), Basra (1973).
.J.H. VAN GELDER

Ibi Ma’ al-Sama’, tbada
(d. 419 or 421/1028 or 1030)

Eleventh-century Andalusian poet, COmpoOSser
of muwashshahat. He had been believed to be
the earliest washshah to have an extant
muwashshah; however, with the full publi-
cation of the ‘Uddat al-jalis of ‘All ibn Bishri
(ed. A. Jones, Cambridge, 1992), that honour
goes to the tenth-century poet Abi al-Qasim
ibn al-‘Attar. Ibn Ma’ al-Sama’’s innovation

was to extend the use of internal rhymes
(tadmin; see prosody) to the aghsan of the
muwashshah. Two of his poems are extant:
Man wali and Hubbu al-maha (in Tawshi® al-
tawshih, fol. 44 verso). He was also the author
of Tabaqat shu‘ard’ al-Andalus of which only
some quoted fragments survive.

L. ALVAREZ

Ibn Malik
(600 or 1-672/1203 or 5-1274)

Abii ‘Abd Allah Jamal al-Din Muhammad,
known as Ibn Malik, was an Andalusian who
moved East to study in Aleppo under al-
Sakhawi and Ibn Ya'ish and finally settled in
Damascus, where he taught grammar, lexico-
graphy, Koran recitation, hadith and
jurisprudence until he died. His dealings, if
any, with his great contemporary Ibn al-Hajib
in Damascus must have been cool at best, if
indeed they ever met. Several influential
grammatical works by him are extant, among
them a text with a long commentary in the
scholastic mode entitled al-‘Umda and a very
condensed and hence somewhat obscure sur-
vey of syntax called Tashil al-fawa’id. But Ibn
Malik is best known for his fondness for versi-
fication which led him to produce a number of
textbooks in poetic form, the most famous
being a poem of about one thousand lines,
titled accordingly al-Khulasa al-alfiyya or
simply al-Alfiyya. This grammar is second
only to the Ajurriimiyya (see Ibn Ajurrim) in
popularity and the great number of comment-
aries it inspired, including one by his own son
Badr al-Din.

Text editions

La Alfiyyah de Ibn Malik, suivi du Lamiyyah du
méme auteur, A. Goguyer (ed. and trans.),
Beirut (1888).

al-Khulasa al-Alfiyya, many editions, e.g. S. de
Sacy, Paris (1833).

Lamiyyat al-af-al, W. Volck (ed.), St Petersburg
(1864).

Tashil al-fawa’id, M.K. al-Barakat (ed.), Cairo
(1967).

‘Umdat al-hafiz wa-‘uddat al-lafiz, AR. al-Diiri
(ed.), Baghdad (1977).

Further reading

Dieterici, F., Ibn ‘Akil’'s Commentar zur Alfijja des
Ibn Malik, aus dem Arabischen zum ersten Male
iiberset=t, Berlin (1852).
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