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private library in Jerusalem is Tars® al-akhbar: this is
referred to by several later sources but others call it
Nizam al-murdjan. Perhaps the explanation is that there
are two versions of the work, one presenved in the
unicum of Jerusalem, while the other, entitied Aizam,
was able to be used copiously by later authors such
as al-Kazwini, al-HimyarT and the compiler of the

Diukr bilad al-Andalus (L. Molina, Las dos versiones de la '
Geografia de al-Udsi, in Al-Qantara, iii [1982], 249-60). .
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UD]J, a Turkish word equivalent to the ancient
Greek/Byzantine &xpov, and meaning the frontier
districts or marches. The borderlands between
the Christian and the Muslim mediaeval worlds influ-
enced historical developments considerably. In medi-
aeval Eastern Anatolia, those entrusted with the defence
of the marches, in which they were established, were
called éxpiton on the Byzantine side and ghazis [g.0.)
on the Muslim one. The inhabitants of these districts
were obliged to be continuously in readiness to con-
front an attack or to organise a raid themselves pen-
etrating into the enemy territory. Their way of life
inspired folk poets who composed the epic of the
Byzantine dxpitat and that of the famous Muslim hero
Ghazi Sayyid al-Battal [¢.2.]. On both sides, the pop-
ulation of the frontier zones presented peculiarities
as it constituted a mixture of ethnic, religious and
cultural elements. Changing sides was not unusual for
the warriors; women abducted from the enemy side
and prisoners taken facilitated some assimilation, while
adventurers who aspired to a brilliant military carrier,
sheer bandits seeking legitimacy and persecuted hereti-
cal elements took refuge in them.

After the Oghuz migration and the battle of
Malazgird [g.2] or Mantzikert (1071), Turkmen no-
mads were established on the marches; they increased
in number during the Mongol advance of the 13th
century which caused a second Turkmen migration
into Anatolia. The Byzantine historian Akropolites,
writing around 1250, described those nomads as a

people living on the very frontiers of the Turks. filled
with implacable hatred against the Byzantnes. delight-
ing in the plunder seized from them and rejoicing in
their spoils of war. During the gradual disintegration
of the Riim Saldjuk state [see saLpiCxips. 111 3] the
fronter Turkmen acquired new swength and deter-
mined political developments by offering their support
to Saldjuk princes against the Mongols. Turkmen chief-
tains of the borderlands struggled to win indepen-
dence, and they eventually established their own petty
states ‘emirates or berliks) one of which seems to have
been that of Osman [see ‘oramax 1], the nucleus of
the later Ouoman Empire,

The term Udj-bey designated the military lord of
a district zone carrying out war against the neigh-
bouring Christians. The continuous military expansion
of the early Ottoman State, especially in Rumelia,
was largely due to these lords, who acted at the head
of their own warrior clans with a certain independ-
ence and who gradually established their own family
dynasties. Nevertheless, in crucial moments, e.g. during
the interregnum, none of them aspired to real inde-
pendence and ‘all of them remained faithful to the
Ottoman dynasty. The best known among these Ugj-
beys included Ewrenos [¢..], the conqueror of Thrace
and Macedonia, Pasha-Yigit established in Scopia
since 1392, and his son Turakhan [¢.0.], later estab-
lished in Thessaly. The vast territories conquered by
the Ugdi-beys were officially recognised by the sultans
as their full properties and later turned into wakfs
administered by their descendants.
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UDJ-BEY [see upj].

UD]. also ‘Ap] B. ‘Anak or ‘AnNAk, the Arabic
name of the Biblical ‘Og, the giant king of
Bashan. The Kur’an does not mention him. Al-Tabari
tells of his great stature and death: Moses was ten
cubits in height, his staff ten cubits long, he jumped
ten cubits high and smote ‘Udj in the heel; the body
of the fallen giant served as a bridge across the Nile.

Al-ThalabT gives more details: ‘Udj was 23,333
cubits high, drank from the clouds, could reach to
the bottom of the sea and pull out a whale which
he roasted on the sun. Noah drove him in front of
the ark but the Flood only reached his knees. He
lived for 3,000 years. When Moses sent out the twelve
spies, ‘Udj put them into the bundle of wood on his
head and wanted to trample on them, but on the
advice of his wife he sent them back so that they
might put fear by their report into the heart of those
that sent them. When ‘Udj saw the camp of Israel,
he broke from the mountain a rock large enough to
crush the camp at one blow, but God sent the Aud-
hud (hoopoe) and other birds who made a hole in
the rock so that it fell like a collar on “Udj. Moses
overthrew him in one leap.

Al-Kisa’T expands the story and increases the mar-
vellous element in it. ‘Udj was the son of Kabil (Cain)

[see HABIL wa-KABIL] banished by Adam and of his



