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H I :S I O R | Theoharis Stavrides
Essays on the Ottoman ‘World and Beyond
in Honor of Cemal Kafadar
Edited by RACHEL GOSHGARIAN, ILHAM KHURI-MAKDISL,
and ALI YAYCIOGLU :
In his seminal book Between Two Worlds, Cemal Kafadar posits the existence
of a substratum of Ottoman society; consisting of gazis and dervishes, that was
subsumed under the all-encompassing juggernaut of the House of Osman, in
Tiukiye Divanet Vakf: ) the second half of the fifteenth century. The existence of this substratum and
kslam Amgwrr:aian Merkezi its role in the founding of the Ottoman state was ignored by later histories and
Kutiphanesi chronicles of the dynasty, so that now they can only be traced through a close
Dem. No: 30 62‘[ %/ and critical reading of the sources. Leaders of the gazis, and original pariers
Tes. No: 5L ﬁa;‘;“‘% of the Ottomans in their initial expansion in the Balkans, were the uc beys {(or,
Gy 84, frontier lords), a handful of families that appear to have enjoyed special status
76 Exim 2023 under the early sultans. In an oft-quoted phrase, Kafadar. characterized these
families, in which, uncharacteristically, power and property were passed onina -
T hereditary fashion, as “mini-dynasties.
Nﬁﬁ@g YQY%MWD%%{ i‘ Regarded as representing part of a “secret history” of the dynasty-—a history
SONRA G%L%N DOKH e that never quite made it to official Ottoman histories and chronicles, the
1 Cemal Kafadar, Between Two Worlds: The Construction of the Ottomnan State (Berkeley and Los
Angelas: University of California Press, 1995).
. : ; 2 Ibid, 26. See also Zeynep Yarelli, Architecture and Hagiography in the Oftoman Empire: The
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