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and Egypt and were too new and too palpably for-
eign for any widespread acceptance among Muslims.
However, with the ever-increasing conflict between
Arabs and Jews in Palestine during the period of the
British Mandate, the language and imagery of Euro-
pean anti-Semitism began to appear in political pole-
mics both in the nationalist press and in books
(Stillman, Neaw attitudes toward the Jew in the Arab world,
in Fewish Social Studies, xxxvii [1975], 197-204; idem,
Antisemitism in the contemporary Arab world, in Antisemitism
in the contemporary world, ed. M. Curtis, Boulder and
London 1986, 70-85). For more than two decades fol-
lowing 1948, this trend increased greatly, but peaked
by the 1970s, and declined somewhat as the slow
process of rapprochement between the Arab world
and the state of Israel evolved in the 1980s and 1990s;
it remains to be seen how the tensions arising in 2000
will affect the trend.

Bibliography (in addition to works given in the
text): C. Adang, Muslim writers on Judaism and the
Hebrew Bible from Ibn Rabban to Ibn Hazm, Leiden
1996; W.J. Fischel, Fews in the economic and political
Ufe of mediaeval Islam, rev. ed. New York 1969; S.D.
Goitein, Jews and Arabs: their coniacts through the ages,
rev. ed. New York 1974; idem, A Mediterranean society,

Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1967-93; B. Lewis, The.

Jews of Islam, Princeton 1984; M. Perlmann, The
medieval polemics between Islam and Judaism, in Religion
in a religious age, ed. S.D. Goitein, Cambridge, Mass.
1974, 103-38; N.A. Stillman, The Fews of Arab lands:

a history and source book Philadelphia 1979; idem, The

Jews of Arab lands in modern times, Philadelphia 1991;

idem, Muslims and Jews in Morocco: perceptions, tmages,

stereotypes, in Proceedings of the seminar on Muslim-Fewish

Relations in North Africa, New York 1975, 13-27;

S. Wasserstrom, Between Muslim and Few: the problem

of symbiosis under early Islam, Princeton 1995. See

also, on the legal and constitutional position of Jews
Jin Islamic society, pHIMMA. (N.A. STIiMAN)

YAHYA B. ‘ABD ALLAH B. ar-Hasan B, AL-
Hasan b. ‘Alf, Medinan ‘Alid leader of a revolt
in Daylam and Zaydi imam. His mother was
Kurayba bt. Rukayh b. Abi ‘Ubayda b. ‘Abd Allah
b. Zam‘a b. al-Aswad, niece of the mother of his
paternal brothers Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya [¢.2.]
and Ibrahim, leaders of the Hasanid revolt against
the caliph al-Mansiir in 145/762. As a much younger
brother, born perhaps around 128/745-6, he did not
participate in that revolt. He was partly brought up
and taught by the Imami Shi‘i imam Dja‘far al-Sadik
[g.v], presumably after the imprisonment of his father
in 140/758, and Dja‘far (d. 148/765) made him one
of his legatees. Yahya seems to have revered him. He
followed him in his ritual practice and transmitted
legal doctrine mainly from him. He appears in Imami
books as a transmitter from Dja‘far.

Yahya took a prominent part in the revolt of the
Hasanid al-Husayn b. ‘Alf $ghib Fakhkh [g.2.] in Me-
dina in 169/786. After the collapse of the revolt he,
his brother Idris [see DRIs 1], and some others found
shelter with a tribesman of Khuzi‘a who aided them
to escape by boat to Abyssinia. There they stayed
some time with the king. After returning to Arabia,
the two brothers met with a group of loyal support-
ers at Shib al-Hadarima near Mecca. They agreed
that Ibrahim should seek support in the Maghrib,
while Yahya first went to Yemen. The sources give
different accounts about his peregrinations during the
following years. According to the best one, he went
from Yemen to Upper Mesopotamia, Armenia, and
then to Baghdad. Having been discovered, he fled

again to Yemen and stayed for eight months in San‘@’
with a man of the Abna’. It was at this time, per-
haps in 174/790-1, that al-Shafi'i [¢g.v.] studied with
him and became one of his supporters. He then went
on to Khurasan and wrote, probably just after the
murder by poison of his brother Idrfs by an agent
of the caliph HarGn al-Rashid, to Sharwin b. Surkhab,
the Bawandid ruler of Firim in the mountains of
Tabaristdn, requesting asylum for three years. Sharwin
responded positively but guided him to Djustan, king
of Daylam, who would be in a better position to pro-
tect him. That he, in accordance with another account,
also travelled to Djtzdjan, Balkh, Transoxania and
stayed with an unidentified “Khakan of the Turks”
(perhaps the Afshin of Ushrisana), is more doubtful.
It is to be noted, however, that al-Fadl b. Yahya al-
Barmaki, when sent to capture him, first defeated the
Khakan, who had intruded deeply into the territory
of Islam. This is confirmed by two lines of contem-
porary poetry by AbG Thumama al-Khatib.

Yahya arrived in Daylam in 175/791-2 and was
soon joined by a substantial number of supporters. In
176/792 he proclaimed his rising against the caliph.
Al-Rashid was deeply alarmed and sent al-Fadl b.
Yahya as governor of Djibal, Rayy, Djurdjan, Taba-
ristdn, Kimis, Dunbawand and Rayan with an army
of 50,000 and much money to meet the challenge.
Al-Fadl took al-Talakan, and set himself up nearby
at Ashhab in the Elburz mountains from where he
sent letters to Yahya and Djustin offering pardon to
the former and a million dirhams to the king. A re-
port that al-Fadl had earlier advised and helped Yahya
to seek refuge in Daylam and that al-Rashid, informed
of his treason, sent him against the ‘Alid in order to
test him, is hardly credible. Yahya eventually accepted
an ironclad letter of ammnesty and safety for himself
and seventy followers, formulated by himself and hand-
written by the caliph and endorsed by legal scholars,
judges, and prominent “Abbasids, together with lav-
ish gifts. He obtained a further letter of safety from
al-Fadl and then surrendered. Later, he explained that
he surrendered because the wife of the king of Day-
lam pressed the latter to accept al-Fadl’s offers out of
greed and because there was discord between himself
and some of his Kifan followers who would not heed
his Shi‘i prohibition of mash ‘ald ’lkhuffayn [g.v] and
drinking of date wine. The son of the Kifan Batrl
leader al-Hasan b. Salih b. Hayy on one occasion
led the prayer of his followers without waiting for
Yahya, who then performed his prayer separately,
knowing that al-Hasan’s son practiced mask. The lat-
ter remarked to his companions, Why should they
allow themselves to be killed for a man who did not
consider prayer with them licit?

Yahya was received by the caliph in Baghdad with
great honours, and the event was celebrated as signify-
ing a reconciliation between ‘Abbasids and ‘Alids. He
is said to have received gifts of 200,000 or 400,000
dinars from both al-Rashid and al-Fadl. The caliph,
however, sought to keep him under supervision in
Baghdad, against the letter of pardon which guaran-
teed him the right of free movement anywhere. Yahya
participated in a pilgrimage to Mecca and then was
allowed by al-Fadl, without the caliph’s knowledge, to
move to his family estate Athyab outside Suwayka
near Medina. The caliph asked al-Fadl to bring him
back, but the latter evidently insisted on keeping the
terms of the pardon. Yahya now used the money he
had been given to pay the debts of the Sahib Fakhkh
and support needy ‘Alids. There is no evidence that
he had any seditious designs, but the caliph remained
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