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245. YAHYA b. MAIN (a. Zakariyya al-Mured), a/-Tavkh, 11V, éd. A. M.
- Nur Sayf, La Mecque | Le Caire, Univers. "Abd al-"Aziz [ Matabi® al-Hay’a,
1 1399/1979, 10+ 448+ 742+ 579+ 544 p.; 20,5%27,5 cm.

Pour 'A., m. 233/847 a Médine, et pour Pouvrage, v. Gas, |, 106~o7: Pour
I’éd. damascene de son Ma'rifat al-rijal, v. notre c. 1. in Stud. Is/, LXI1 (1985),
181-82.

1976 sous la direction de Mustafa Amin al-Tazi, a I'époque doyen de Faculté
de Théologie (usil al-Din) du Caire et directeur de la section jadith. 1.édit. du

texte est précédée d’une longue étude, d’ou le titre: Yahya b. Ma'in wa kit@buhuy
al-Ta'rikh. Dirdsa wa tartib wa tahgig.

Tbn Main n’a pas écrit un ouvrage qui porterait ce titre, mais ses jugements
et ses informations sur les transmetteurs ont été recueillis par ses disciples.
L’ouvrage ici édité est donc une reconstruction, comme Pindique le- titre
complet que I’édit. a donné 4 son ouvrage.

Les explications de I’édit. ne sont pas claires. Il semble qu’il ait établi le
texte essentiellement sur un ms. copié par al-Diyd’ al-Maqdisi (a, “Al, M. b.
“Abd al-Wihid, m. 643 h.) qui a lu ce texte en présence de son maitre a. Rawh
‘Abd al-Mu'izz b. M. b. a. I-Fadl al-Safi al-Harawt al-Bazzar, pour lzquel
Pédit. n’a pas trouvé de notice: ». San, XXII, 114-15, 520-618 h. (tué ar les
Turcs, selon son disciple al-Diya’ al-Maqdist), 11 eut pour maicre M. b, "A. al-
Mudari, de qui il tenait ce texte. Abi Rawh le tenait aussi d’un autre de ses
maitres (non identifié par I’édit.): al-Dahhidn a. Nasr “Ubayd Allih b. a. “Asim
‘Al b. a. I-Fadl al-HarawT al-SGfi, m. 537 h. (v. San, XX, 179-80), €tc., jusqu’a
al-Durf (a. I-Fadl al-"Abbas b. M., disciple d’Ibn Ma‘In, ». San, X1, 522, m.
241 h.). Ce texte est donc dans la recension d’ad-Duri. Mais, par ailleurs,
Pédit. nous présente la recension d’un autre disciple, Ibn Muhriz, et indique
en note: Zah. maj. 42 f. 1l s’agit de maj. 1, utilisé par les édit. damascénes

(lesquels n’ont pas la méme chaine de transmission). Il mentionne aussi Zah.
387 badith, utilisé aussi par les édit. damascénes (¢f. Sezgin). Nous sommes
contraint de capituler devant pareille confusion.

S.2yo

Claude GILLIOT, "Textes Arabes Anciens Edités en Egypte au
Cours Années 1990 a 1992° _MIDEO (Melanges_lInstitut Dominicaln

d'Etudes_Orlentales_du_Caire),Vol.21, 1993 Louvain. pp.385-562.



Scott C. Lucas, Constructive Critics Hadith Literature and the Articulation of

Sunni Islam: The Legacy of Generation of Ibn Sa’d, Ibn Main, and Ibn Hanbal,

Leiden 2004. ISAM 177220.

and historical akhéar, but th

ence of some Prophetic hads

156 CHAPTER FOUR

of al-ShafiTs life with sublime powers and immediate global influence
T.he.sources I have engaged, which are all significant works Iocated
within the Sunnf tradition of fadi scholarship, tell a radically different
story, namely that the first multi-topic hadith books (tasnif or musan-
ngf)'*" were compiled between the deaths of al-Zuhrf and al-Awzas
(c. 120-150/ 738-767) and that the rise of hadith criticism at the level
of the individual Aadith (Sufyan al-Thawr

i 1) and occasionally at the
level of transmitter (Shu‘ba) was simultaneous with this development.

The basic technical term for reliablible, 1 i
! 3 Z > =
ions of Malik and Ibn Uyay. oo o retions obin

na, whereas the term for rejection, farak
. . ’ a
was used by their pupils. The last major term to enter circulatior;

appears to be the one for unreliable transmitters, namely da%f; since

© it is only found in the third person, usually in the mouths of Yahya

I-Qagtén (d. 198/813), Ibn Mahdr (d. 198/814),
raries. Despite the small sample of critical repor
argument is based, the combination of the high
sus as to the identities of the nine primary critics across the cen-
turies of the ten primary sources analyzed in thi

t s chapter with the
actual critical reports preserved in books like the Zagdima and ai-

Duafir’ .al—.sag/zz“r leaves us with a plausible narrative of the first two
generations of master hedith critics who set the stage for the major
works of Ibn Sa‘d (d. 230/ 845), Ton Ma‘in (d. 233/ 848), and Ian
Hanbal (d. 241/855). We can only hope that future res;arch will
uncover more ‘examples of the critical opinions of these carly schol-
ars, the majority of which seem to have been either fbrgotten or

overshadc?wed by the accomplishments of the crifics of the third/ninth
cen.tur.y, in order to bury all doubts as t
periodization that I have proposed in this

or their contempo-
ts upon which this
degree of consen-

o the authenticity of the
chapter.

157
These books would have included much that was n

. ot hadith, 217
ey are being called hadith such as athar

book g
1 vihin (oo e Xs merely due to the pres-

CHAPTER FIVE V/
THE GENERATION OF IBN SAD, Igﬂliwl}égg, AND
IBN HANBAL: A PROSOPOGRAPHICAL STUDY

V.1

We have arrived at the generation in which the three scholars whose-
texts I shall examine in the remaining chapters of this book flourished.
This generation corresponds closely with the eighth fabaga of the
Tadhkirat al-huffiz which 1 described briefly at the beginning of the
third phase of fadith scholarship in the third chapter.! It also follows
immediately after the first generation of fadith critics whose contri-
butions to the crafts of hadith criticism and fadith-transmitter criti-
cism I have just assessed in the previous chapter of this study. The
goal of this chapter is to provide a panoramic view of the religious
and intellectual milieu of the first half’ of the third/ninth century
during which Ibn Sa‘d, Ton Ma‘in and Ibn Hanbal studied and
taught prior to a rigorous analysis of their texts in Part II of this
book.

The first section of this chapter consists of an analysis of the five
basic groups of men into which the 345 entries of the eleventh and
twelfth fabagat of al-Dhahab’s Spar alam al-nubald’ fall and devotes
special attention to the topics of literary production and individual
contributions to hadith transmission.> The first group consists of the
political leaders, poets, and masters of belle letires (udaba’) of this gen-
eration, while the second one consists of theologians who specialized
in dialectics (kalam). The third category of men is a group of virtu-
oso ascetics (zuhhdd) and an early mystic (s@fi), most of whom, like
the members of the previous two groups, played little role in Aadrth
transmission. The sixteen judges (gadis) and thirty-six jurists ( fugaha’)
and muflis comprise the fourth group and are of particular importance
for this study because their biographical notices shed light on the

! See above, I1L.4.

? Note that these five groups are not mutually exclusive, and that several schol-
ars are members of two or even three of them.

154 -220



Scott_C. Lucas, Constructive Critics Hadith Literature and the Articulation of
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202 CHAPTER FIVE

tl—1e_SunnI proponents of speculative theology (the Ash‘arfs and Matq
idis) and the hadith-scholar Sunnis, like al-Dhahab .
mend that the pious Muslim direct his
study of the Qur’

I, who recom-
or her energies towards th
0 _ e
an and fadith and away from speculative theology.

It ; T
. ;:t/lto Eelhoged llha.’c the wnsignificance of the mihna with respect to
/ scholarship has been demonstrated i onvinei
in a convincing manner
::ﬁ th?ﬁ ?uture research on the first half of the second/ ninth ccn:
Ty Wil focus more on the emergence of the Sunni articulation

Islam in places outside of the
al -Ma’mii
of oL Taboa s uside palaces of al-Ma’miin and the pages

V4 B . A v \/ A
. ographical .r/fetc/z{zs of Ion Sa’d, Ibn Matn, and Iim Hanbal and
their primary trammitz‘ér%lx .

The preceding pages should have convinced even the most skepti
f:al rcadcr. of the significance of Thn Sa‘d, Ihn Ma‘in, and Ibn I—;\CII)UI
in the €pic venture of Sunni jadith scholarship. Ib,n al-Salah’ a;l o
cates t}.le importance of the books of Ibn Hanbal and Ibn -;;dvf)‘
zﬁtet}gliies ?8.,}163, and 65 O.f his Mugaddima, and 2l-Dhahabt includler;
o e ;J artl de;; ;ﬁzljgzl in the eigl?th tabaga of Tadbkirat al-huffaz.
' 1 ~anbal were consistently ranked among the most
mportant fadith-transmitter critics in the relevant g e
n the second chapter, and Ibn Sa‘d’s al-Tabaga SCZ"HCC_S s e
sidered by al-Mizzi to be one of the ten ﬁmzqat 2 eal
-opinions. The consensus of the primac 1c:;f therirziiurces O'f 'Crmcal
lI)bn Ma‘tn and Ibn Hanbal was rendezed all the mc(?ieoii;mzlssi\?ef
¥ our prosopographical study of the eleventh and twelfth talljaga‘t of

al-Dhahabts Siyar alam al-nubalz’ that revealed the vast network of

hadith scholars who were their contemporaries and did not achieve

E};f:l;rlfvel of eruiitign in the disciplines of jadith criticism. The
ing pages of this chapter provide brief bi ! ‘
- : 10graphical
of. these th.ree extra.ordmary scholars, along with t%;e I;I;rcnar;kixt'caizs
mlttc?—pu.pﬂs 'of their books that I shall be subjecting to a caref i
txamination in the remaining chapters of this study. -

'
i

THE GENERATION OF IBN SAD, IBN MASIN, AND IBN HaNBAL 203
V4.l Muhammad b. Sa’d b. Mani® Eatib al-Wagidr, Husayn
b. Fahm, and al-Harih b. Abt Usama

Very little information has survived about Ibn Sa‘d’s life."” He was
born around the year 168/784 in Basra and traveled to Baghdad
to serve as a scribe for the prominent historian and judge Muhammad
b. ‘Umar al-Wiqidi and died there in 230/845. Ibn Sa‘d was a
mawld either of Banfi Hashim or Banfi Zuhra, and is thus called
occasionally al-Hashimi or al-Zuhri. His primary teachers included
historians (akhbdris) such al al-Wagids, ‘All b. al-Mada’ini, and Hishdm
b. al-Kalbi, as well as major hadith scholars, including Ibn “Uyayna,
Waki® b. al-Jarrah, Abfi Nu‘aym al-Fadl b. Dukayn, Abt -Walid
al-Tayalisi, and ‘Affin b. Muslim. He was evaluated by Abli Hatim
al-Razi as “truthful” (pasduqu),'™ classified by al-Khatib al-Baghdads
as being among the “people of virtue and knowledge” (el al-fadl wa
1-5lm) as well as “the people of probity” (akl al-‘addla),'s and al-
Dhahabi lauded him as no less than a jafiz, great scholar (‘allama),
and authority (huja).'? These positive opinions further support the
argument in the preceding section regarding the insignificance of the
milna vis-4-vis hadith scholarship since Ibn Sa‘d was among the first
group of seven who assented to al-Ma’mitn’s doctrine of the created
Qur’an without protest in 218/833.'%

Ibn Sa‘d’s primary contribution to Islamic civilization is unques-
tionably his book al-Tabagat al-kabir, a work which inspired even the
erudite al-Dhahabt to remark “whoever looks through [it] is hum-
bled by his knowledge.”'® The first section of the book is concerned

189 The two primary sources for this information are al-Khatib, Tarikh Baghdad,
V, 321-2 and al-Dhahabi, Spar, X, 664—6. An exhaustive collection of the classi-
cal references to Ibn Sa‘d (as well as a list of 99 of his teachers) can be found in
Muhammad Sulam®’s edition of the fifth tabaga of the sahaba of al-Tabagat al-kubra,
I (T&if, 1993) 19-58. See also J. W. Fiick’s article “Ibn Sa‘d” in the EI2, I,
922-8.

180 Thn Abt Hatim, Kiab al-jarh wa -ta'dil, VII, 262. He also adds “T saw him
go to al-QawarTf and ask him for sadih.” Note that Ibn AbT Hatim has the incor-
rect death date (236 instead of 230) for Thn Sa‘d in this entry.

10 Tarikh Baghdad, V, 321.

182 Siyar, X, 664-5.

3 One of the only other anecdotes related to Ibn Sa‘d preserved in Tarikh
Baghdad is that Ton Hanbal would sent a pupil over to his house each Friday fo
borrow two sections (juz’an) of al-Waqidi’s hadith in order to compare them with
his own, presumably sound, materials; Tarifh Baghdad, V, 322.

¢ wa man nazara fi I-tabagati khada‘a l-miki; Siyar, X, 665. The only other book
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210 Ayhan TEKINES

yanlig, en azindan ustinkoru degerlendinlmesine yol agar. Rivayetlerin
incelenmesinde, dogmatk anlayiglar birakilarak, "ilimcilik" yerine
“teknikgilik" tercih edilmelidir3®. Yani her rivdyet, aynca incelenmeli,
aynnulara dikkat edilmeli, genellemeci yaklagimlar bir kenara birakilarak,
"Kurdn'a aykindir, "ilme veya akla aykindu" iddiasiyla alelacele
reddedilmek istenen sozlenn, "Peygamber s6zi" oldugu unutulmamalidir.
Her iim dalinin mitehassislan, kendine has metodlan ve gayelen vardir.
Ihtisasa rdyet edilmesi, hayatlanm hadislerin sahihini sakiminden
ayuymaya adamis muhaddislenn, bu konudaki c¢aligmalanmin  takdir
edilmesini de kolaylastiracakur. Tevfik ve hidayet Allah tedladandir.

SO»\’LG(‘% l:jmyagslrtg; )
ILARTYAT CAKOLTESY DRRGIS
T Adopozam, s 211- 232 .

56 bk E. Halkin, Leon, Tarih Tenkidinin Unsurlan, (Orgjinal adi Elements de
critique historique, Ugiincd basks 1974; ¢ev. Bahaeddin Yediyildiz, Ankara
1989), s. 102.

YAHYA b. MAIN'IN ESERLERI ve
KULLANDIGI fHTILAFLI ve GARIB LAFIZLAR

Erding AHATLI'

GIRiS

Islam dininin Kur’an-1 Kerim’den sonra ikinci derecede nemli kaynag:
olan hadislerin, gindmize sthhatli bir gekilde ulagtrilmasinda en biiyiik
rollerden birisini, hadis ilminin bir kolu olan “cerh ve ta’dil ilmi”
astlenmigtir. Bu ilim sayesinde hadis ravilerinin tenkidi yapilarak diirtisti
sahtekanndan, saglami sakatindan aynlmiguir. Yahya b. Main cerh ve ta’dil
ilminde hicri ikinci ve uginch asra damgasini vuran ve bu ilimde otorite
kabul edilen biiytk hadis tenkitgilerinden birisidir. Onun, talebelerinin
tedvini sayesinde giiniimiize ulasan eserleri, rical tenkidi konusunda bize
muazzam bilgi vermektedir. Bu yiizden, rical tarihi veya tenkidi
konusunda, kendisinden sonra yazilan hangi kitaba goz atsak mutlaka
ondan alntilar yapildigim gériiriiz. Ibn Main’in cerh ve ta’dil konusundaki
eserlerinin zamanmmiza ulaganlar igerisinde en eskilerden olmasi onun bu
sahadaki eserlennin, dolayisiyla goriglerinin  degerini bir kat daha
artrmaktadir.

Bilindigi gibi raviler hakkinda yapilan degerlendirmeler cerh ve ta’dil
lafizlanyla ifade edilir. Bu yiizden hicri ikinci asnin ilk yarisindan itibaren
rical tenkitgileri ravilerin adaletini ve cerhini yansitan pek ¢ok lafiz
kullanmuglardir. Bu lafizlann bazilarnimin anlagiimas: agik olmakla beraber,
diger bir kismimin neye delalet ettigi hadis alimleri arasinda tartigmalara
sebep olmugtur. Nitekim Buhari (v. 256/870), Darekutni (v. 385/995) gibi
bazt muhaddisler genel teamiiliin tersine bir takim cerh ve ta’dil lafizlarini,

*  SAU llahiyat Fakiiltesi Aragurma Gorevlisi
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YAHYA B. MAIN'IN HAYATI, iILMI SAHSIYETI
' VE ESERLERI )

N

1. YAHYA B. MAIN'IN HAYATI Yrd.Dog.Dr.Cemal AGIR_MAN_ ,

A. NESEBI

~ Hayatindan bahseden gesitli kaynaklarin kaydina gore nesebi; Yahya b. Main b.Avnb
Ziyad Bistam b. Abdurrahman el-Gataféini, el-Miirrd, el-Bagdadi‘dir. Kiinyesi Ebl Zekeriyd'dir!.
Buna gére Yahya'nin babasi "Main”, dedesi "Avn"dir. Bazi kaynaklar dedesinin adint "Gryas".

olarak nakletmiglerdir?. Jbn Hallikan'in (6.681/1282) bildirdiZine gore dedesinin "Avn" oldugu
daha dogrudur ve bu isim ile aniligt uaha fazla gdhret bulmugtur3.

]

"El-Miirrd", muayyen kabileleri icine alan nisbedir. “Miirre-gatafin" kabilesi bunlardan '
biridir. ibnu'l-Esir'in (6.630/1232) nakline gére Yahya b. Main de bu nisbe ile anilanlardandir?.
"El-Gatafani"S nisbesi ile antlisi, Araplarin meshur kabilelerinden "Gatafdn™m mevlist
olusundandir. Zira bizzat kendisi, "Clineyd b. Abdurrahman el-Muksi®, el-Gatafini‘nin

mevlasiyim"7 diyerek bu noktaya isaret etmistir.

Ciineyd b: Abdurrahman (5.115/733), Emevi halifelerinden Hisam b. Abdulmelik'ten
(6.125/743) 6nce Hordsdn bolgesinin reisi idi%.. Anlasilan , Yalyd b. Main'in dedeleri bu
kabilenin himayesi altina gimisler; bu vesile ile de biirokratik cevrelerle yakia iligkileri
olmustur. Babasinin bir dénem kitip, daha sonra vergi toplama memuru olarak
gorevlendirilmesi bu yakin ilginin neticesidir®.. : ‘ o

Abbés el-Anbari'nin (5.246/860) Yahy4 b. Main'e; "Sen hangi Araplardansin?” diye
yonelttigi soruya, "Ben Arap degilim, Araplarn mevlasiyim" !0 seklinde verrnig oldugu.
cevaptan O'nun aslen Arap olmadig1 da anlagtimaktadir. Bagdarda yetigmis ve orada yasamig
oldugundan" el-Bagdadi"!! nisbesi ile de anilmugtir. '

* ' Cumhuriyet Universitesi {lahiyat Fakiiltest Hadis Anabilim Dal: Ogretim Uyesi . .

b Yahyd b. Main'in hayatindan bahseden biitiin kaytiaklar "el-Miirri" nisbesini kayederken bir kismu "el-
‘Miirri" ile bareber "'el-Gatafini"yi, bir kisim ise {i¢ nisbeyi de kaydeder. : "
Yahya b. Main'in hal tercemesine yer veren baglica kaynaklar sunlanr: {bn Ebf Hatim, Cerh, 1, 314-318, 1X,
192; Hatib, Tarfhu Bagid, X1V. 177-187: 1bn Ebi Ya'la, Tabakdtii'l-handbile, 1, 402-407; Nevevi, Tehzibii'l- - .~
esmd, 1, 156-159; Ibn Hallikdn, Vefeydr, V1, 139-143; Zehebi, Siyeru'n-niibeld, X1, 71-96, Mizan, 1V, 410,
Teskire, 11, 429-43 1, iber, L, 415; 1bn Hacer. Tehzibii't-Tehzib, X1, 280-288; ibni'l-Imid, Sezerdt, 11, 79-80;
Zirikli, A'Tdm, 1X, 218-219; Kehhale, Mu'cem, X111, 232; Sezgin, Tarfhii't-tirds, 1, 201-202. Lo -

2 Hatib, w.g.e., XIV, 177, ibn Ebi Ya'l4, a.g.e., 1, 402; Nevevi, a.g.e., I, 156; Zehebd, a.g4.2., X1, 71.

3. ibniil-Esir, Libdb, 111, 201; ibn Hallikan, a.g.e., VI, 142 o

4 ippil-Esit, a.g.e.. 1L 201; ibn Hallikin, a.g.e., V1, 142,

5 "el-Gatafini" nisbesi icin bk. Sem'ani, Ensdb, IX 161-162.

f Baz: kaynaklarda "el-Miirri" diye geger. Msl. bk. Hatib, a.g.e., X1V, 178.

T Hadb, a.g.e. XIV, 178; Nevevi. a.g.e.. 11, 156; Ibn Hallikin, a.g.e., V. 142; Zehebi, a.g.e., XI, 78.

8  .on Hallikin, Vefeydr, V1. 142. . _ o

9 Hatib, Tarihu Bagddd, X1V, 178; Ibn Ebi Ya'lj, Tabakdtii’l-handbile. 1, 405; ibn Hallikan, a.g.e., VI, 139.

;? Hatib, a.g.e., X1V, 178; Zehebi, Siveru'n-nibeld, X1, 77. :

Zehebi, a.g.e., X1, 72; Kehhile, Mu'cem, X111, 232.
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YAHYA 5. HAMZA ai-ALAWT — YAHYA 5. MUHAMMAD 247

in six volumes), al-Hawi (on wusil al-fikh, in three vol-
umes), 7awk al-hamama (on the imamate), al-Intisar ‘ald
‘ulama@ al-amsar (18 volumes), Mishkal al-amowar (against
the Batiniyya) and al-Risala al-Wazi‘a b “l-umma ‘an al-
i‘tirad ‘ald l-@’imma (ed. Giza 1409/1989, with an
extensive commentary warning against its Shi‘T and
Mu‘tazili elements by Mukbil b. Hadi al-Wadi‘s).
Whereas most Zaydis based themselves on the Mu‘ta-
zili theology according to ‘Abd al-Djabbar {¢.z.], he
preferred that of Abu *l-Husayn al-Bagri [g.2. in Suppl.].
Works on grammar are al-Hasir (a commentary on
the Mukaddima of Ibn Babashadh) and al-Muhassal (com-
mentary on al-Myfassal by al-ZamakhsharT [¢.0.]). His
three-volume al-Tirdz al-mutadammin li-asrar al-balagha
wa-uliim haka’tk al-i‘giaz (ed. Cairo 1332/1914) is an in-
teresting, intricately subdivided and veluminous work
{(more than 1,300 printed pages) on rhetoric, the third
of whose three main sections (funin) is devoted to
i'djaz al-Kur'an [g.0]) {(for an evaluation and brief dis-
cussion of its sources, see AL-MA‘ANT WA ’L-BAYAN.
l. In Arabic). The inspiration for the book, as the
author says (i, 5) was reading al-Zamakhshar?’s com-
mentary on the Kur’an, al-Kushshaf He sees himself
as writing in the tradition of “Abd al-Kahir al-Djurdjani
[g.0. in Suppl], even though he knew the latter’s two
seminal works Dala’il al-i'djaz and Asrar al-balagha only
from quotations.

Bibliography: Shawkani, al-Badr al-tali‘, Cairo
1348, ii, 331-3; ‘Abd al-Wasi b. Yahya al-Wasi‘,
Furdjat al-humam (Ta’vikh al-Yaman), Cairo 1346,
35-7; Husayn b. Ahmad al-‘Arshi, Buligh al-maram,
Cairo 1939, 51; Zirikli, A%m, s.v.; Kahhala, Mu‘diam
al-mw’allifin, sv.; Muh. Zaghltl Sallam, Tarikh al-
nakd al-‘arab?, 11, Cairo n.d., 277-89; Ahmad Matliib,
al-Baldgha ‘inda *I-Sakkaki, Baghdad 1964, 357-68 and
see index; idem, al-Kazwini wa-shurih al-Talkhis,
Baghdad 1967, 509-16 and see index.

~ _ (GJ.H. van GELDER)

YAHYA 8. KHALID [see AL-BARAMIKA].

YAHYA 5. MAIN b. ‘Awn al-Murri al-Ghatafini
al-Baghdadi, ArG ZakariyvA’, traditionist, b. 158/
775 near al-Anbar, d. 233/847 on pilgrimage in
Medina. A client (mawid) of al-Djunayd b. ‘Abd al-
Rahmian al-Murri, he inherited considerable wealth
from his father and is reported to have spent it all
on the acquisition of fadith. Among his teachers were
Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna and Ibn al-Mubirak [g.0.].
Authorities like Ahmad b. Hanbal, al-Bukhari and Ibn
Sa‘d are reported to have been among his pupils.
Together with Ibn Sa‘d and five others, he was ordered
in 218/833 by al-Ma’miin to profess the createdness
of the Kur’an. Threatened with death, they complied
and the event was well publicised (al-Tabari, iii, 1116).
Ibn Hanbal never spoke to them subsequently. He
reputedly exposed many traditions as false and is
regarded as one of the most critical early experts on
nidial [g.0.]. He reportedly left behind a huge library.
Some of his works have been recently published.

Bibliography: See references in Sezgin, GAS, i,
107. Printed works. Ma%fat al-rigial, ed. M., Kamil
al-Kassar, M. Muti® al-Hafiz and Ghazwa Budayr,
2 vols. Damascus 1985; Swalat Ibn al-Diunayd, ed.
Ahmad M. Nur Sayf, Medina 1988, and further
editions of rigjal works by Nir Sayf, Damascus-
Beirut 1980; W.M. Patton, Ahmed ibn Hanbal and
the Mifna, Leiden 1897, index.  (F. Leemuurs)
YAHYA B MUHAMMAD, al-Mansir al-

Mutawakkil, of the Hamid al-Din family, from the
Kasimi branch, ZaydT Imam and first ruler of
the Mutawakkili Kingdom of Yemen, b. c.
1869, d. 1948.

On the death in June 1904 of his father Muhammad
b. Yahya Hamid al-Din, who had in 1891 rebelled
against the Ottomans, Yahyd obtained the baya of
most of the tribes and sayyid clans of Yemen and as-
sumed the lakab of al-Mutawakkil “ala ’llah. Rejecting,
like his predecessors, the authority of the Porte, he
rose against the Turks and in April 1905 captured
the capital San‘a’ and several other towns. Ottoman
reinforcements allowed Ahmed Feydi to drive him
out, but faced with guerilla warfare, the Turks came to
an understanding with Yahya, conceding inter alia the
application of Skari‘a law. Yahya raised a further revolt
in 1911, in concert with the 4mir of ‘Asir, Muhammad
b. ‘Alf al-Idrisi, whilst the Turks were preoccupied
with events in the Balkans and Libya, besieging San‘a’
and attacking other towns. The commander Ahmed
‘Izzet Pasha relieved the capital but, wishing to have
his hands free to deal with ‘Asir, came to a treaty
agreement with Yahyd in October 1911 at Da“an.
Yahya accepted the suzerainty of the Porte in ex-
change for Ottoman recognition of his authority over

the Zaydi parts of Yemen, and this was confirmed . =
by an imperial ferman of 22 September 1913; the mod-

ern Yemeni state was thus born.

Yahya remained loyal to the Turks until the end
of the War in 1918, but after the Mudros armistice
he took control of Sand’ and the whole country;
some Turkish officials and soldiers remained in his
service, including the last Ottoman wal, Mahmad
Nedim Pasha. Thus what might be considered as a
first “Arab revolt” left Yemen as the first independ-
ent Arab state. He now tried to build up his state as
a sovereign one, with its “historic frontiers”, creating
a milita and an army, enforcing the Sharia in its
Zaydi interpretation, and in 1920 changing the Zaydt
Imamate into the “Mutawakkill Kingdom of Yemen”.
Nevertheless, wishing to remain accessible to all Yeme-
nis, he delegated none of his power, governing from
his palace, which housed the administration, with a
modest life-style. Hostile to all bida, he honestly be-
lieved that all progress was inimical to his people,
hence he isolated the country from foreign influences
as much as possible, so that his rule inevitably became
tyrannical and obscurantist.

The first difficulties that he had were with the
tribes, hostile to all state control and avid for subsi-
dies. In 1922-3 his armies campaigned in the Djawf
and in 1929 warfare was carried on by the Crown
Prince Ahmad against the Shafi‘t Zarinik of the
Tihama. After this, Yahya took numerous hostages
from leading families to ensure their fidelity. With
dreams of establishing a “Greater Yemen” that would
include the ancient kingdom of Himyar, from ‘Asir
to ‘Uman, Yahya stirred up strife against the British
along the eastern frontiers of his land, but with
less success than against the Turks; reprisals led to
the bombing of Ta‘izz in 1928. A third enemy also
appeared for Yahya in the shape of the Su‘di fam-
ily, who had conquered ‘Asir in 1920 and were now
pressing southwards towards the Nadjran oasis [¢.0.].
Despite British attempts to restrain the Su‘ndis, the
latter occupied Nadjran by 1934; but the question
remained unsettled legally and remains a cause of dis-
cord to the present day.

Yahya's policy of isolation was incompatible with
his aims of independence and expansionism, which re-
quired a modern army and arms, necessitating recourse
to outside powers. In 1931 he established links with
‘Irak, which became fully independent the following
year, and sent persons for military education there,
an experiment speedily terminated when these last
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