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RECHERCHES

PUBLIEES SOUS LA DIRECTION DE LINSTITUT DE LETTRES ORIENTALES DE BEYROUTH
SERIE | : PENSEE ARABE ET MUSULMANE

Tome XLVI

IBN AL-JAWZI'S
KITAB AL-QUSSAS
WA’L-MUDHAKKIRIN

Including a Critical Edition, Annotated
Translation and Introduction

BY

MERLIN L. SWARTZ
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NPERECTION g

DAR EL-MACHREQ EDITEURS
B.P. 946, BEYROUTH
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Claude- Gilliot, "Textes Arab 7 £ ' S .
e es Anciens Edités e ~ 1
Des Années 2002-2004°, MIDEO: Mélanges IIIEgypte‘ au Cours

d'Ftudes Orientales du Caire, vol. XXVII, 2008 Cairo pp‘nStitut Domigi;:ggn

E Mystique*.

121, YARYA B. MUADH AL-RAZI (Ab Zakariyyd'), Jawdihir al-tasawwuf, collecté et
annoté par Sa‘id Harin Ashiir, Le Caire, Maktabar al-Adab, 1423/2002; 16,5%23,5
cm., 240 p., index.

/ b 1/ Ty

FPour I'A., m. 16 jum. I 258/30 mars 872, v. G4S, I, 644; TB, X1V, 208-12; San, X1I,
15-16. )

Dédic. a collecté les textes ici rassemblés de diverses sources, dont TB, Abi
Nu‘aym, Hilya, X, p. s1-70; Safat al-safiwa, IV, 90-8, n° 674, etc. On saura gré A Pédic,
davoir donné les références des citations de fagon systématique.
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117, « Thorndike, L.: A History of
Magic and Exparimental science,
New York 1923-1924; ¢ Walzer, R.:
Greek inio Arabic, Oxford 1963;
e Whinderlich, R.: Ruska’s
researches on the Alchemy of Al-
* Razi; in Journal of Chem. Educ., 13
(1936), 313-315. - '
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medicine, London:1913;:(ed)
London 1914, pp. 237-263;
e Rescher;"N.: The Development .of
Arabic Logic, Pittsburg University
Press, London 1964, pp. 117-118:
o Ruska, J.: Arabische Aichemisten,
“(2Hafte), Heidelberg 1924; ¢ Sarion,
G.: Introduction, Baltimore 1927, 1,
p. 609; s Sezgin, F: G.A.S, Leiden
--1967-1984, I-1X, Passim;-s Temkin,
~O:xA 'medieval translation of
Rhazes clinical observations, in
Bull. Hist. Med., 12 (1942), pp. 102-
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EDIT. N. HANIF, BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF SUFIS: Central Asia
and Middle East, New Delhi 2002, ISAM Ktp.84588. p. J7/- J32

o
R N

Al-Razi (9th Century)
Abu Zakariyya Yahya b. Mu’adh al-Razi

(A.D. 871) of Persia was a celebrated saint and

a well-known author of mystical works. He was
well-versed in the doctrine of intuitive
knowledge and was regarded as the Shaikh of
the learned theologians (’ulama) of his time.
He is supposed to be the first Muslim mystic
who publicly spoke on the different aspects of
Sutfism.

Yahya, like Sari al-Saqati, concentrated on
the systematisation of various stations
(magamat) on the mystic path. He interpreted
mystical stages like hope and fear, humbleness,
piety, love and gnosis with originality. Abu’l
Hasan al-Husri of the second half of tenth
century says this about Yahya’s concept of hope
in God:

“God had two Yahyas, one a prophet and the
other a saint. Yahya b. Zakariyya trod the path
of fear so that all pretenders were filled with
fear and they despaired of their salvation, while
Yahya b. Mu’adh trod the path of hope so
that he tied the hands of all pretenders to
hope™.

Yahya recognised humbleness as a great saintly
virtue. He prays to God:

“0 God! | fear Thee because ! am a slave and
I hope in Thee since Thou art the Lord”. O

God ! how should T fear Thee since Thou art
Merciful and how should 1 not fear Thee
because Thou art Mighty”.

The mystic stage of ‘tawakul’ or trust in
God brings the seeker of God close to Him.
Yahya prays to God:

“O God! I fear Thee on account of my sins
but I have hope in Thy geatness™. “O Lord !
my deeds are not worthy for the reward of
Paradise and I cannot endure the sufferings of
Hell. Now I entrust myself to Thy mercy”.

As regards the mystical qualities of piety, love
and gnosis to be acquired by the saints at
different stages, Yahya observes:

“When you see that a man indulges in good
works, know that his path is that of devotion;
when you see that he refers to the signs of
Divinity, know that his path is that of the
governors of the universe (abdal); when you
see that he points to the infinitude of God,
know that his path is that of the lovers; and
when you see that he is concerned with the
recollection of God, know that his nath is that
of the gnostics™.

Yahya was against orthodoxy and
ritualism. A true worship develops a real
kinship between the worshipper and the
worshipped. In fact, it is the attitude of love
behind devotion to God which the aspirant has
to follow.




