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Yahya b. Mu‘adh al-Razj,

who died 258/872 in Nishapur. He ranked faith higher than actions and God's
grace higher than his justice; his theory of hope (raja’) evolved out of this, con-
trasting with the emphasis on fear that had been typical of the self-tormenting
early ascetics.> In Balkh he preached the merits of wealth over poverty,
taking the wind out of Shaqiq al-Balkhi’s sails.#” He did not get on with the
Jahinites, either; God, he said, was on his throne “separate from his creation”4®
It is, however, characteristic that Hakim al-Tirmidhi conducted a debate on
“self-assuredness” (amn) with him.#®

There was no definite victor in this struggle of wills for the time being.
The Sunnites could not be argued out of kalam. During the second half of
the third century Abii 1-Abbas al-Qalanis], often named together with Ibn
Kullab, was living in the city; he composed treatises against Nazzam and a
K al-magalat among other things.5? The Shi‘a in its turn became more tradi-
tionalist; Kulini (d. Sha‘ban 329/May 941) was born in a village southwest of
Rayy.5! The area was fertile ground for the Isma‘liyya, too. The first missionary,
a certain Khalaf, arrived with the instruction: “Go to Rayy, for there - in Rayy,
Aba, Qom, Qashan, and in the provinces Tabaristdn and Mazandarin — are
many Shtites who will heed your call’ He made his home in Kulén at some
point during the third century.52 At the beginning of the fourth century the
city was home-to the Ismafli Aba Hatim al-Razi®3 as well as the philosopher

45  Indetail Meier, Abiz Sa%d 173ff. and earlier; also p. 613 and 620 above.

46  Ibid.178ff

47  Seep. 614 above.

48 JTbn Taymiyya, Fatwa Hamawiyya 33, 7f.

49~ Khatm al-awliya’ 388, 2 and earlier; cf. also 403, 8ff.

50  Regarding him in detail see Gimaret in: Ja 277/198g/227ff.

51 Cf Madelung in £12 v g62f. The Shi‘ite mutakallim Aba I-Tayyib al-Razi mentioned in
TasT's Firrist (376 no. 850 > Ardabili 11 396), who is difficult to classify, was probably older;
Tasi calls him Aba Muhammad al-‘Alaw’s teacher (regarding whom see Ardabili 11 414).
He was a “Murji’ite”, i.e. he did not believe in the eternal duration of the punishment
of hell — maybe because of ‘Ali’s intercession. A contemporary of Kulini's was Abti Jafar
Muhammad Ibn Qibba al-Razi (cf. Ibn al-Nadim, Fikrist 225, 5fI.; Thsi 287f no. 648; Elran
1 360a}; H. Modarressi has written a monograph on him.

52  Cf the details provided by Stern, Studies in Early Ismdlism 1goff. Regarding the Shi‘te
community in Rayy from the mid-third century onwards see Madelung, Religious
Trends 84; it looked after the tomb of a companion of the ninth and tenth imams, ‘Abd
al-Azim al-Hasani (cf. Madelung in Elran 1 g6f. s. n.).

53  Regarding him GAs 1/573; Stern, ibid. 1g5ft.
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